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THE 

PRE FACE. 

IF it be afked, why I expofe .thefe dirconrfes to the 
view of ihe public ? My aniwer is, I believe them 
to be according to the tryth of the gofpel. Which, if 
fo, the matter of them, whatever may be faid of the 
manner, may pafs without an apology. However, 
they contain the dodtrine which I was convinced of, 
and feribufly embraced above twenty years ago ; and 
from which I have not yet feen caufe to recede. And 
having fpent the laft feventeen years in inculcating 
them upon others ; in which time, having gone thro' 
moft parts of this, and fome parts of another nation » 
I have not wanted occailon to try them ; having met 
with many oppofitions from men, and read much of 
their reverfe in books : The iflue of which is, I am fo 
confirmed in the belief of them, as to be free from all 
fuipicion of the truth of them. 

But right notions, without experimentally knowing 
the things' fignified by them, can be but of little fer- 
vice. Orthodoxy, fa called, may pafs for chriltianity 
with the crowd, but not in the account of God. As 
fuch, thovLgh /al/e dodbine be.deftrudive, as it pre- 
vents a fight of, and profiting by the truth, and leads 
' to error in principle and pradtice ; ' yet good doftrine, 
unaccompanied by the fpirit of God,, will never 
bring a foul to heaven. So, though I recommend 
thefe difcourfes on the fuppofiti«n of their contain-;, 
ing the truth ; yet more eipecially I wifh them to be 
inftrumental in (hewing men their condition as fin- 
ners, and their privilege in the Saviour ; what they 
arp by nature, and what they may be by grace ; that, 
A 2 being 



( iv ) 

being fenfiblc of their finful, guilty, and dangerous 
date, and of the fufficiency of Christ to J'a^e and 
Satisfy them, they may be excited to feek and r$cein/e 
whatfoever he has promifed to give- 

And, if I may l>e beiiewd in ^ matter which con- 
cerns myfelf as well as others, I do profefs to have 
profited more in the grace of God, by means of thefe 
do£lrlnes, than I would give for a thouiand fnch: 
worlds as this* I wi/h all who read them may profit 
as much by them as I have done. They need, they 
can have no more, falvation being heaven's beft gift- 
And I nrdch pity thofe who are flnmgcrs and enemies 
to, and have.no defire for ijpirittial and eternal things, 
well knowing, that whatever their outward conditioa 
of life may.be, they are unhappy now, asd hell 
awaits them in the end. 

I fend this fmall .perform^^, -fiii^h as it is, inta 
the world. If it docs .2jsy gtiod; I flrall have my de- 
fire : Bat be this as it may, I remain nevertluelefs a 
well-wiihcr to all orders und degrees of uben^ touclxing 
things temporal, fpiritual, atu^etertxall 



P. S. I have&cdrre^d^nta aiidm^'this^ediUon, 
as, I am periiiaded, will make itmoi« agreeable tO' 
fenfible readers* I know, indeedv tluHr ate^bnt few,^ 
compared widk others* -And I oonfefi I had mncfai 
rather it had been tetteradJapted tt> readers in general; 
I have added a little ; but omitted much ihore ; prin- 
cipally to reduce its fixe; For whether, as fome fay, 
*' A great book i» a gteat evil," ot not $ yet certain*, 
ly, muck in little, is better. 

OaoBer 2, 1776. 
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-Man^s Original State. 



A 

DISC Q U R S E 

ON 

Genesis, Chap. i. Ver. 27* 
So God created man in bis own image. 

f^^^SjtA&^v ^^ wiiHom and kindnefs of the AI- 
% TTTTTT^ J> miglity in creating man after all 
other creatures, are obvious; and 
fufficiently indicate the excellency 
of man, and how much he was 
prized and loved of God. Had 
he been formed the foremoft of 
creation, he had been like a king without fubjedls» 
attendants, and every other thing luitable to his dig- 
nity ; but as all other things were firft formed, it re- 
fle6b a glory upon man, for whofe fake they were 
made, that he was fo richly provided for, and fo 
elegantly entertained at his firft entrance into life. . 
But the wifdom of God, which does nothing amifs, 
knew this to be neceffary for a creature fo confl;ituted 
as man was to be ; having purpofed to form him in 
the image of himfelf, who is tranfcendently glorious, 
the fullneis and pattern of all rational and moral per- 
A 2 fe^lion :. 
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fedam t ^nd JKnee* tiu»^ prime piece of the ereaeioii' 
^eing exqoifileW ma:dc,*t^a5yiio-cfoiii^^ the contempla- 
tion and won^^ of atigels ; and may be c6n]fiderM 
as the ftandaiil of pHtity siLd peile&oti to all fuc- 
ceeding generations : Which fuggefb a reafon why it 
ihould De looked into,, as. being that which (hould be 
aimed at of all, ind by wKich only die endof crea* 
tion can beanfwered by any. Therefore, in difcour£- 
ing on man's created condition^ X ihall 

I. Exhibit the model after which fie was- 
made : and 

II. Point tiut die refemblaneerfubfifting betwixt' 
tliem* * 

And firft, of the model, which, is God ;. ofhis na- 
tiiie and attributes.. 

I. HiB Nature is of aKuper-etninent kind, as be- 
ing wholly fpiritual $ not a compofition of natures,. 
diSering one from s^nqtlier.. Hence it is fo fimple and 
pure as to pervade all things,.and is not to be perceived, 
by any fenfe lefs pure than his own : Nor is its extent ' 
to be meafured by any. hounds,, conceivable of any 
creature. , 

. 2. That God is a fpirit, and no obje^k of outward, 
ienfe,. is^vident ; for though he-infpe6ls the condu^. 
of all creatures, and is a faithful witncfs of every word, 
that is.^okcn ; (* " for in him we live,> move, and 
** have our being,") yet of thefe things the fenfes of 
the body are wholly infenlible : Aiid by how muck 
he is privy to fecret things, by fb much does the- 
evidence of his fpirituaiity appear ; which in nothinr 
ihines with greater luflre, and to be inferred witSL 
higher degrees of certaijat}% than from his accefs to», 
and operation upon the minds of men., f << He; 
** fearcheth the heart, trieth the reins,, and t work*- 
** eth in men both to will anddo," in a way, which 
though clear to the inward fenfe, i&, notwithftanding,: 
utterly unknown to every fenfe of the human frame. 

And: 



(?) 

ihid tBis being a proof of his prdefice:wit{i, it iir i 
^fcnifonftration of die fpirituality and penetrability o^ 
hiff nature, to which material things axe no obflaele ; it 
feeing notorious, that Goi> has acoei^ to, ai^ iafiu^ 
ances die minds of men,, as well when they arer in 
the body and incireled with matter,, as when thr 
l^irit is difembodied and widiont arti^ciaf coverings 

3. And fbrafmnch as &ob is prefent with whatlo^ 
tver is, it is as eafy ^ Him at once- to know a& 
things, as'fora creaoire to jad^ traly of that whieki 
falls *nxoft nnderitb oBfenr^ion. Vdt^ ocular demons 
&-ation:depen£ng'at 'Well npoit- a rigfit m^dinin be- 
twixt the eye and the bbjeft, as npo» the clearne(» 
and ftrength of tlDe- viitve faadty, without whieh & 
ttrue judgement canziot be formed ; the Lord^s near*- 
nefs to every objedt, precluding all medium, and be* 
holdixkg all things xn his own eflemial l^^Ht, ihey 
are obvious to his d Heerning eye^ Aid this not be- 
ing ;perfbr|h^ by aiiy change of fituatidn, or locd 
defcent of the deity, whofe /prefcnce is more con*^ 
Ipicuous to die inhabitants of die higher regions,^ it 
infers (if I may ^ ftf) the «xten£veneis of his e£- 
frnce, of its betirg; 'prefent with, and fiilhig all places.* 

4. But this pervading; efTence is not the artima muH" 
di ; this foul of the woirld, the fpirit of nature, whe- 
ther rational or irradanaU is not Go«t. It is diftin6t 
fit>m him in -what forin foiver itis^: knd in whatsever 
degree of iikenefs it may ve&mbk him^ In all crea* 
Hires it has a creatnrely form, ^which is die jamdua-* 
tion and perfonaliqr of it ; and therefore cannot be 
any part of that undivided eflence, which is ef&ndal 
to OoD, as one whojirefides over, and talees cogni- 
zance of all things : For, though a^I tlnbgs were made 
hy him, they were not made 0/ him^ and fo did not 
partake of his eflence. He created the matter of 
which all creatures were made, aiid gave what degree 
of fpirituality and rntelHgence to die fouls of all, 
diat pleafed him ; therefore notwithftanding the intei^ 
mention of Creadon, his efTence remained intire. 

S- But 
• ler. xxiii. «v 
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^. But though he pervades all things, yet being n6 
objed of outward fenfe, his exiftence, eflence, and at- 
tributes, to many, are Uncertain and unintelligible. 
Hence by fprne^ they are denied ; others, are in fuf- 
pence.; and to all, who have not the internal evidence 
of God, notwithflanding their belief and profeffion 
of, and inference from outward things, he is a meet 
enigma f which corporeal fenie cannot comprehend. 
The ear receiveth not the found of his words, nor 
can the eye difcern his form ; the raouth tafteth him 
not, neither doth the hand gra^ him, nor the fmell 
perceive his rich pcffiime : And yet his exiftence is 
not lefs* certain than the things which appear ; nor 
more fo, than that he may be known by fpirits rights 
]y difpc^ed to receive his imprefs, and the evidence 
he gives of himfelf. 

6. The quality connatural to God, is holinefs; 
which, being free from whatibever is repugnant to 
peaces he is the center of reft to himfelf; and from 
which, in conjunction with his other perfedtions j, " 
arifeth all the delight, neceflary for his eternal well 
teing, without acceffion from any creature. _And 
yet the fufiicient fatisfadion, ariiing from his immacu^ 
late purity and perfedtions, hindered not his creating 
all d\ings, and man in particular, as well for his 
pleafure, as for the manifefting his glorious attributes 
mtheunfearchable works of Creadon and provi- 
dence J and that all creatures might enjoy, accord- 
ing to their natures and capacities, a degree of true 
felicity. For, holinefs implying love, goodnefs, 
and every other moral excellence ; it is communica- 
tive, /and prompted him to create and conflitute all 
things well ; to derive the bleffings of goodnefs upon 
them, and thereby made them partakers and witnefles 
of his enriching and ennobling beneficence. 

7. Now this holinefs, which is eifentiai to Gop, 
is commenfurate with the whole extent of his nature. 
-Correfpondent to his efience, which is uncompounded 
and unconfined, is the quality of it : It is pure and 
univerfal, the fame in earth and heaven ; for though 

heaven 
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Iiieaven is ftileS his throne, and the earth his foot-*' 
ftoolf yet that is only a popular political reprefenta* 
eion of the government of nis creatvH^s, and difierent 
nanifeftations of himfelf in reference thereto. Earth 
Is man's place of probation, for a future ^te; in 
which probationary condition, being, involved in 
ile(h and blood, he fees but little of the glory of God» 
Heaven is the place of Yeward, where Hefh and blood 
eannot enter, and where every fenfe wiH be adapted 
to, and rendered receptive of fuch difcoveries of glory 
and bleifednefs, as hewill make of himfelf and the 
celeflial world. But God, who filleth both, is the 
fame in, though not manifeft alike to both. 

8. Forafmttch then as Goo's hoi inefs. runs parallel 
with his being ; and being a moral as well as natural 
governor, it has eSh&s, according to' the different 
obie^fb it has to do with. To the holy, it is wholly 
tfxnibited in love ; to the completely wicked, in intire 
diipleafufe ; and to thofe of a mixed quality, in love 
jmd hatred, proportionabiy.as they agree with, and 
differ from it ! In Ueaven, it beams forth in beatitude 
drily' ; in hell, in un'mixed wrath ; and on earth, both 
ill bleffing and curfing. And thus, like the rays^ 
of the fon, whofe nature is one," yet operating oa 
di^rently qualified matter, produces di^rent efFe£b.. 
> 9. Hence then, God being a pure and unrverfal 
^irit; his fpiritoality and purity are the ground of 
his attributes. 

The attributes of GO0 are the properties of hisi 
nature, exhibited in, ^SLnH made Ipiown by his works ; 
vniverfal nature and its infinite particulars,, prodaimr 
to intelligent minds, the goodneis^ harmony^and per- 
iedUon of his attributes: And 

I. His lf^i/4/omis eonfjpicuous in all his works, f<> 
wonderftilly formed, preferv^d> and governed. The 
Sky, that ample region and noble arch, in which are 
placed thofe immenfe bodies of light and heat, of 
different magnitudes, and at different diftances from 
the earth ; and which, ferving as well for ornament 
ar oies exhibit,^ in thft clcareft point of view, the ex^ 

ccUent 



cellent underftanding of their author. Tlmdngft which' 
confpicuous witnefles and public affertcrs of the wif- 
dom of Goo, noBe ipeak fo lofty a language as the 
matter and immenfity of the Sun ; the coHefUon and/ 
combination of whole infinite particles of luminous 
matter, and the comparative iize of his orb, (being 
much larger than the earth) by which it is rendred 
fufiicient,. in a fixed pofition, to fe/ve the whole and 
every part thereof; for the fervica of which, 'tis pro- 
bable, it was wholly deiigned : For though he influ- 
ences other planets, efpecially the moon, with his 
irradiating rays ; yet, perhaps, not fo much for her 
real as rektive ufe, ihe being deiigned, in conjundion 
with the ftars, to minifter to the earth as a ruler of 
the night. - 

2. The funiQ Situation and diHance from the earth, 
are alfo manifeftly the works, of deiign ; which, tho*' 
they produce not equal efFeds on every part of the 
globe, yet are evidently beil calculated for the good 
of the whole. Had he been nearer the earth, his; 
heat in fome parts of it had .been ihfupportable ; and» 
if at a greater diftance, other parts had been too cold, 
to be inhabited with comfort. . And from this medium: 
of iituation. Hows all the profit and pleafure of iiis^ 
enlightning and reviving r;tys, which lerve for direc-; 
tion, warmth, delight,- and other excellent purpofes, 
to all creatures capable of their influence. 

3. The fame wifdom is exhibited in the earth ; par- . 
ticularly in its globular form with refpedt to its mo- 
tion ; which is not only excellently adapted to anfwer. 
that purpofe, but is alfo beft calculated • for the im-»; 
pelling power of motion, as well as the perpetuity 
and regularity of it, and imperceptiblenefs of its in-, 
habitants : Hence, though its perpetual motion is at 
the rate of above a thoufand miles an hour, yet it is- 
fo regular and fmooth, as not to be perceived by any 
creature. 

4. Wifdom likewife receives a corroborating evi- . 
dence from the numerous inhabitants, produftions, ; 
and ingredients of the earth ; The many different . 

ipecies 
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fpecies of animals and infe^, the vaft variety of trees 
^d' fruits, the immenfe niiixibers of herbs and .roots> 
of grafs aad corn ; with its internal furniture of me- 
tals and other materials, which give a iblidi'ty and 
Armnefs to the^furfoce, without preventing its fruit* 
fulnefs and cultivation, or incommoding it» inha* 
hitants^ 

5* And this gr^at variety of things giving an in*- 
conte(tibIe evidence of the wifdom of Goo, manifeil<«> 
ing itfelf in innumerable and inconceivable ways ; fo 
fiipedally in the particular, as well as general diffe- 
rences which obtain amongfk many orders of beings. 
Por, one fort being fufficiently diftinguifhed from all 
others, in the fame kind, efpecially wher« property 
is concerned, there is a particular diftindtion in fize, 
form, colour, or other external matt^ or mark of 
evidence, whereby confufion is prevented, and pro-, 
perty fecur^d : And this is fo general, that, I pre- 
Jume, there is not an inflance in ten thoufand, either 
amongft men or other things, wherein two exa£Uy 
agtee. Which being evident indications of the crea- 
tor's (kill, who but atheifts in principle or pra&ice, 
can avoid fbme ferious impreifions from aconfideration 
of them ! < 

6. The ^^ which is light and yielding, and fo 
textured, that, perhaps, it cannot be feen, is, not- 
withft^nding, wonderful iii its operation and uTe. It 
18 abibltttely nece/Tary for the beginning and continu- 
ance of animal life, it being impoHible for any crea- 
ture to fubiift without it^ It is alfo the element of, 
and is. replenifhed with, a vaft variety of (pedes of 
flyi% inhabitants, with different and variegated plu- 
mage, in which th^ hover atpleafure, and through 
which they wing their way for fefety and delight. It 
is the vehicle of founds, and conveys the effluvia of 
fragrant nature to our noftril&. It tempers the earth 
for agriculture, and is the purifier and preferver of 
the whole ftore-houfe of nature. It bears the clouds 
on its wings, and carries them .fi-om one quarter of 
the heavens to another. By this the mariner is waft- 

ed 
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«d to his diofired hay^n ;: or intimidated, retarded aqt 
Mttcrly dlfappointed in liis intended purpose. Yea, 
thh animates all nature ; is the ipring wliich moves 
jthe whole.machinp^ Nature without it would be as a 
de^d putrefying carcafe ;. creation worfe than chaos ! 

It IS the meiTenger of good, and the minifter of 
CviL When the Almighty condefcends to deliver, he 
can chafe one element with another, and drive back 
or dry up the. overflowing flood, that the dry land 
may.appear 3 * And when to iatisfy the wants of. his 
indigent creatiuies, or gratify the cravings of an im* 
patient people, he conduced multitudes of quails ^ on 
die wings of the wind to the Ifraelitifh camp j f ^^ to 
afilid or punifh, hecan-diipatch by this invifible ve- 
hicle the dcf):ru£tiy& locuft, plague, or other mortal 
difeafe. By .this, Avhich is tne breath of our noftrils, 
he pcrforru^th. his-Y^onders in the.. firmament above^ 
and in the ea^cth beneath, and in the lea, and in all 
deep places; fa wonderfully diverflfied is the wi(dom 
of him, who ^Uhioned all things according to the 
GOUDcil of his will ; and who, in Jus government of the 
natural world, ads without oontroul, bringing his 
wind out of its treafures, and cauiing it to blow where 
he lifts, in whole hand are its ways, and by which 
he fenreth his purpofes.; ibr Kis-linoiy is« in the whirl- 
wind and fbormy.blaft. 

7* The deep and widely-extended Ocean \ which, 
without anfwering fome great aijd excellent pnrpofe^ 
would be deemed a waile or an encroachment on the 
^arth : Hut a proper attenticm to its utility, (hews the 
wifilom of Go^ therein to be eminently great, ipr, 
extended as this colledUon of water is, it is not too 
large to anfv^er the defigri of the Almighty in the 
ends, of creation and providence. Is it not one fource 
of all our flore I What would the earth produce with« 
out its aid ? Hence the truly myflerious and marvel- 
oufly wonderful method of providence, in railing up 
from the fea large and perpetual quantities of water, 
which is depofited in the air, and carried on its wings 

to 
* Gen, viii, z. f Niur:';e ?ii: t*» 
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to^theremoteft part of the world; and, as the^ exi- 
gences of the earth require, is diftilled in gentle 
dews, and more copious fhowers of rain,, fnfow, &c. 
by which, vegetables of every kind receiving nutri- 
cipos jfiie&s, me ^hole earth is replenifhed with blef- 
iings, and every living thi^nig richly provided for. 
And thefearefo neceflary, that a tseftraint of them 
has (^ten cduied a tetftporary famine. 

8. And to prefer?e the fountain from being dimi- 
niihed to a degree itifhfficieht to fobferve the wifdom 
of God, it is refunded ; the grekteft part of the liquid 
element is conveyed back to the place whence it was 
taken, by the rivers and fubterraneous pafTages of the 
earth. Add thus, like the circulating blood through 
a haman bddy, there is a perpetual aiid profitable 
motion. 

v^. A fecotid benefit refulting from the fea, as an 
cifea of the wHdom of God, is, that it is replenifh- 
ed with a promifcttous crov/d of fcaly inhaT)itants- 
Theie, numeik)tts in their kinds and infinite in their 
nmnbars, fitted for the cool and flexible element, per- 
form, without ovei*fecr or guide, the various talks by 
the author of nature affigned. That degree of intel- 
ligence with which the firft of every ipecies was fur- 
nifhed, and which has been propagated with every 
fucceeding order, has fufficiently infbni^led thenf in 
all matters of oecohomy, qalcuted for their conti- 
nuance and iacreafe. ^ 

lo. And infinite wifdom decreeing that fonie ani- 
mals of little fervice to men, fhould, by others, be 
fubdued and kept within proper bounds, that 
their numbers might not be a nuifance to the earth ; 
how wonderfully does the fame wifdom appear in the 
decree concerning the fifhes of the fea ! Inflead of a 
provifion difttn^ from themfelves, of which their elei 
ment affords very little, they are deftined to be the 
food of each other. And to prevent this ^procedure 
from reducing them to too fcanty numbers, the in- 
creafe of each is proportioned, whereby they are ren- 
*dered fufficient for themfelves, and afford a repaft for 
oiyriads of mortals on every part of the globe. 

B II. Th« 
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n. The Re<volutions likewifey which nature riegu* 
larly makes, are fimilar proofs^ as of the infinite, fo 
of the unerring wifdom of God. The ponderous 
earth, with its incumbent load of things, animate and 
inanimate, in its con/lajit whirl from well to eaft, 
which it performs in the moft exad order, produces 
a perpetual fucceflion of day and night. And by 
this motion on its own axis, every fide being turned 
towards the fun in the fpace of twenty-four hours, 
every habitable part of the earth, except thofe near 
the poles, witnefs the alternative of day^ and night, 
and the good eifedls of both in fo ihort a time. And 
while it IS thus inceffantly labouring for the good. of 
its inhabitants, it takes a different rout, from the 
north to the fouth, "and from the fouth to the north:, 
which it performs in twelve months ; whence arifeth 
that perpetual and alinoA imperceptible change of fea- 
fons, governed by heat and cold, as the earth in- 
clines to, or recedes from, the fun's diredier rays ; 
the xeafon of the fummer's heat being the rays. of the 
fun falling more diredtly on the earth, as the winter's 
cold is occafioned by the oblique dire^on of the 
fame rays* Hence it is, that the earth's Vwrif^/ mo- 
tion giving day and night, its annual motion is the 
caufe of fummer and winter ; and both confpire to 
gi^e the earth that temperament which is neceffary 
lor its produdion of provifion for all creatures : In 
which is difceined the wifdom of God, fo conititut- 
ing and ordering all things. 

12. And that thefe revolutions are the cfFeft of di- 
vine wifdom, is indifputably evident : For though it 
is granted that bodies influence each other toward pro- 
ducing effedls, as the fun the earth in refpe6^ of fruit* 
fulnefsj &c. according to the different pofitk>ns in 
, which the^ Hand oppofed to each other ; yet that re- 
gular variety of fituation, in which they have con- 
tinued, and in one point of wWch they were firft 
placed, can be refolved into nothing but the wiidom 
of God", who, as a wife mafter- builder, foreikw the 
abfolute neceffity of fo various an order, for the con- 
tinued 
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tinued ufefulnefs of the whole. For, had the earth, 
like the fun, been detained in a: fixed pofition, (which 
it is, as it rcfpe6b the earth) the parts facing the fun 
would prefently have been parched or turned into 
burning fands ; and the oppofite parts, through the 
fun's perpetual abfence, ftagnated with cold ; in both 
which cafes, unfruitfulnefs had been the coftfcquence, 
and only the parts influenced by the fun's indirect 
rays, could have continued in any confiderable degree 
fruitful. To refolvc the contrary of which, into any 
thing but the wifdom of God, is ceminly the fool-, 
ijhnefs offolh^. 

13. The PMwr of God executed the things which 
his wifdom deiigned. Stupendous are the things 
which ar& fcen I And whence colledted he. the ma- 
terials of which earth and fkies,'and all other creatures 
are compofed? Whence came the elements, the 
fource and matter of corporeal beings ? Did not God 
create them ? As they once were not, and as nothing 
can produce nothing, they rbfe into being by the 
power of his- word. He fpake, and it was done \ He 
faid, let them bey and they ftood forth. * He made 
the earth, air, water, and fire ; which for a time 
continuing in a confufed mafs, he feparated, and out* 
of them formed all fublunary riiings ; the compofitions 
of all creatures being a mixture of the whole. And 
though lefs than infinite power conld not produce fo 
wonderful eiFeds^ yet with what facility did he finifh 
his work, I 

14. And how wonderfully does the fame almighty 
agency manifeft itielf in the prefervatibn and govern- 
ment of the whole ! The fkies, with their numerous 
and noble hofts, hang pendulous without vifible fup- 
port ; neverthelefs are fupported and preTerved in all 
the bloom of youth. Yea, the earth, which hangs 
upon nothing, and has no folid foundation to rell 
on, being fufpended in air, remains the fame in 
nature, fituation, 'and motion. The air, notwith- 
Aanding the many things that mix with, and adhere 

B 2 to 
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to it, retains its fubftance, -and performs its oiRce in 
a due fubordinatiozi to God's providence, and the 
good of all creatures. Aikd the fea, with its perpe- 
tual flux, and reEux, in its pkice.; and the water 
thereof in its unremitted motion » in amending and 
defcending in vappurs and (howers, miniihing to 
the earthy has been prefe,rved in its fulln^fs and nso- 
tion from its firft exiilence» through all paft genera- 
tions : Yea, in the midft of fuch revolutions and 
changes as human aFairs are fubjeift unto ; when em- 
pires have changed their mafters, and governments 
their forms; when arts and fciences, and matters 
ji|ierely contingent, depending on the ihort continu- 
ance and caprice of m^n, have been railed or depref* 
fed, nature, in refpe^l Qjf the various orders of beings 
and government of tl^e whole^ has continued (not- 
withSanding th& chai^A occafioned by the flood) in 
an uninterrupfted courfe to this day. Theiie» by the- 
decree of the Almighty, acoordine ta the laws, by 
which he preferves and governs, all things, remain, 
and muil remain, till he revokes.it; <* when the 
** heavens willpafs away with a gre^t noife, the ele- 
•' ments melt with fervent he^t, the earth alfo, and 
*< the works that are therein, fhall he burnt up.'' * 

15. And the wifdoni of Goi> being exhibited ixi 
the inconceivable variety and harmony of, and his 
power in giving being to, and peferving all things ; 
his goodneis is confpictt<;MiS in. the conilitutional qua* 
lity of them. Govdnejs^ in inanimate fimple eiTences^ 
is their agreeable quality in reference to other things ; 
in compofitions, it is a regular mixture of the whole ; 
in things animate, it is that which makes them eafy 
in themfelyes, and i^eiU to others ; in mankind, it 
is the difpofition which, renders their exiflence profit- 
able and pleafant in itfelf, fubfervient to the good of 
fociety, and inftrnmental to the glory of God. 

x6. The firil Conceivable idea of goodnefs, is the 
whole nature of God. He is (flpy«5o«> Gopd in his 
effencc and attributes ; the original Good, and Good- 

nefs. 
^ z. Pet iii. xo« 
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ne/s itfelf. Hence he is without cofiibarej . other 
goods may, yea muft be compared witlv his, hut his 
^with none, He is alfo the author of good to all crea- 
tures, and the flandard by which it is to be meafured ; 
and according to the degree of nearnefs to which the 
goodnefs of any creature approaches his, that is the 
true worth of it. v ; 

17. And all things rifing into exigence by his 
powerful word, they were conftituted good according 
to their natures, qualities, capacities, and intended 
ufes. The elemelnts originally contained no natural 
evil ; and the animal part of creation being partly 
compofed^of the elementary, conUilent with the di- 
vine veracity, the compofitions were as good as the 
iimple ingredients : For the unerring Judge pro- 
nounced Siexa-Good. But the goodnefs o£ God was 
drawn in the livelieft colours, in njau's rational, holy, 
immortal nature. It was the mafter-piece of created 
perfection and beauty ; the image of the Deity re- 
fleded in the glafs of the creature, realized in the 
fweet harmony of knowledge, holinefs, happinefs, 
and immortality : By which he made a nearer ap- 
proach to the true llandard of good, than any other 
creature. 

18. Moreover, having eftablifhed a qualitative and 
fubfen'ient ufe betwixt the general orders of beings, 
in reference to the fupport and proiperity of each 
other ; vegetative life miniflering to aiymal life, and 

■ both to the human fpecies, it is. prcfunied they were 
. as good in their relative capacity, as ia their real na- 
tures. Hence man's every ienfe was regaled ; his 
eyes beheld the Leau^y of all terreilrial things : The 
azure licavens over his head,, and the bloon-king earth 
under his feet, with a multiplicity of iliining foniis, 
compofed of animated matter on o\ery fide, and him- 
felf as their king, commandui^; the obedient wiiole. 
His car, flruck with the mciodious voice of nature ; the 
birdi» with their tuneful. Rotcs, and otLt- cir iturcs 
with hoar fer accent , fuvi.-i io »cndci paraciiic jjioie 
iparadiiical ilill, iii^pr.hte, exquiiiu-ly fenfible, rt- 
B 3 liihed 
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Cflied iKericIi variety of delkiovis fruits prepared for 
Jiis repaft»: without futiguiftg toil, and without fa* 
iktty of itfr imetneft* Bden, no inclement clime, 
where mAiftg windsi driving hail^ and foorching ivtas, 
ftiffel and unDolilh natarefs face, where all was 
fmooth^ fi>ft, anddelicati^to the touch-: Brawninefsof 
hands, or other parts, by intenfe labour, had no 
placo in paradiie ; hence a fimilar fnuiothflefsy and 
jSHitual ^ftne& every where obtained. Yea, ^fra- 
grant nature, with' her rich perfume; high-fcenled . 
e^uvia, mingling with the-bt-eath of their noftrils,, 
was health to their bodies, and pleaforeto their lives. . 

Thus the uncreated original Good, made known 
the riches of his goodnefs, in conftitoting all things 
good in themfelves, and with re(pe6l to each other.. 
And. there being a concurrence of wildom, power,, 
and goodnefs in the o-eation of God, dof:^»uefs of 
juHicealib, efpecially refpei^ng -intelligent creatures*. 

19. Juftiee was the attribute by which the Almighty 
formed his plan, and according to i\^ich he^executed 
his-whole deiign. JufHce is both the iffue and guar-- - 
dian of holinefs ; it fprings from, and is a defence of/ 
that divine quality : And ^aimuch as the* Almighty 
is perfed in holinefs, he is neceiTarily juft in all that 
he does. Hence he could not give fuch a conftitution^ 
to any creature, as would inevitably make it miiera-^ 
ble ; nor fo fubje^ k in point of fer-vice to any other * 
creature, as «hat its life ihouid be a greater burthen 
than bleiling unto it. How much lefs could he create 
immortal fouls for eternal mifery ? The fnbj.e^ng a 
creature to fome degree of mifery for a feafon, in or- 
der to its greater enjoyment of happinefs afterwards, 
is highly confiflent with juilice : But the fubje6iing^ 
fouls to perpetual mifery, . without any default of 
their own, there being no poflibrlity of a Aiture recom- 
pence,.is onjud, and consequently was never done by 
the Deity. 

20.- Yea, the fubjefting oilmen to z poffihtltty ofc- 
ternal mifery, by caufing it wholly to depend on the 
condu^of &w, without their own freeconfent, as i^t 

the 
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€&e cafi of Ac^ and his pofteiity, would aot confift 
with joflice. . And^all men not conientipg to be re* 
prefented, and to have their eternal ilate determined 
oiy his condu^, I prefame, ihaijkal xnifeqr did not 
abfolutely tarn upon his diibbedience : For though it 
is certain that he did reprefent all men, , as they were 
feminally in himi and a£ked fi)r them- in that which, 
concerned their eternal ftate; yet, I believe> the 
Alnugh^ did not caufe the fatvation of all men to 
depend on io cafoal a thing as Adam'» abftaininjp^ 
from the forl>id4en fir^ut, without defignihg, in caie 
of lailur«> to depute his Son to zdi fpr them .as a. Re- 
deemer and Saviour ;. as well to atone for original 
fin, as to- procure for» and poilefs thent of a meafure 
of grace, to r^capacitate^iem to work out their own 
ialvadon, and fo pafs through a ftate of perfonal pro- 
bation , in reference to eternal life,. Yea, 'tis pro- 
bable, if Adam had retained and tranfmihed purity 
to poftmty, it would not have exempted them froxa^ 
perfonal trial ; as what Chriil did for. their reftoration, 
does not free them from the neceffijy of working xout' 
their falvation, as probationers for heaven. 

zi. And the. Almighty making the produdion of 
one perfon to depend on the matter and means of 
others ; and Adam's immediate offspring iiTuing from-, 
the matter corrupted by the firft offence, his cliildrett 
became fi'nful by natural neceflity, without any per- 
fonal fault of their own. And a &iful nature pro- 
ducing a fmful prance, which neceffarily involves 
in great mifery and ruin, without any poffibility of 
extricating themfelves out of it; it was highly necef- 
fary, that they fhould be provided for : Juflice re- 
quired, that ttther Adam oniyHtioxM fuffef fpr his fin, or 
be no parent to mankind, or that his helpl^fs pofterity 
ihould be relieved. Agreeable to which, the pro- 
mife of a Saviour was- made, before fentence was pro- 
nounced on Adam a^d Eve in Paradife.* 

2A. Seeing then that the Almighty could not create 
fouls to wrath, nor fuffer them to perifh without per- 
fonal trial; fo being glorious in hoiinefs, he will 

never 
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never do wrong to any creature. None will have 
.caafe to charge him withinjofdce in withholding good 
when it is due; nor in the inEi^on of penal evil 
without caufe : For he will judge the world in righ- 
teoufnefsy and give to all their due, in proportioning 
rewards and puniihmcnts, according to their qualities^ 
capacities, and deportments. 

23^ Herein appears what may be known of God, 
viz. his fpirituaJ, holy nature ; his wifdom, power, 
goodnefs, and juiiice ; all which are con^icuous in 
the works of creation and providence ; for the heavens 
^ exhibit his glory, and the earth iheweth his handy- 
work. Thefe, to every nation and generation, are 
faithful witnefles " that he is,*'* and what he can 
do. Human wifdom would confider them as the ifTue 
of long deliberation and labour: But, the elements 
being firft formed, he finifhed the whole in fix days, 
in fu^h perfedUon and inimitable order, as not to re- 
quire a review, but in order to be pronounced, 
« very good :*'f How wonderful then is God ! 

II. Proceed we now to fpeak of Man, made in the 
image of God. 

1. Man is a being compofed of a body and a foul. 
His body, taken from the dull, is a compofition of 
the elements ; and is fo nearly related to this world, that 
it may with propriety be termed a part of it : Which 
relation capacitates him to partake of the profits and 
pleafufes, which almoft every creature adminifters to 
his feveral fenfes, and appetites, for his fupport and 
delight. 

2. His foul is a fpi ritual being, different from his 
body, in which it is placed, and by which it is go- 
verned. The fpirituality cf the foul is inferred from 
it origin, God ; who, after forming the body, breath- 
ed into him the '' breath of life, and he became a 
living foul ;"t and frrm its asSlings, whiv^h matter, 
hov/ever modiiied, cannot attain to, viz. thinking, 
re^frjnihg, remember! i:£-, 5.,c. ali which ^:q ofls of 
intelledlua! nature, and ipring from that principle of 

iiitel- 
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mtelligence, (eated and terminated in that part of 
the body, where all tne animal fenfes meet, viz. the 
head : Which fituation of the foul, is fufficiently de- 
monArated by, and beco^nes felf-evident to all, who* 
retiring into themfelves, confult the rife of their own 
reafonings ; all which flow fronpi that part only. 

And the fpirituaj nature and iituation of the foul, 
evidencing it to be the principle of life, it i9, in 
coniequence thereof, the fpring of all voluntary mo* 
tion. For though the body moves by matter and 
Cleans of its own ; by the nerves originating in the brain, 
and conveying thence animal fpirits, whereby life 
BfiA ienfe an4 motion are pr^fe;rved and performed in 
all parts of it ; yet they are but fecondary fprings of 
mptioai being CQnwiflioned a^nd glided by t)^ ra- 
tional ipirit ; all voluntary motion refitting mun un- 
derdandiiiig a9d choice, which are the properties of 
ipirit only. 
. 3. The quality of the foul in the ori^nal fitte, . 
was correipondent to HIS in whofe image it was 
made. For, the fervice of man being to canftil of 
ads agreeable to the will of Goo ; it could not cost- 
iifl with his wifdom and goodnefs, toconftitutea reaion- 
able, religious, aqcountable creature, contrary to him- 
felf. Wherefo;re, God intending him to be an imi- 
tator of his imitable perfe^ons, it behoved him to 
be pofTeiled not only of a fpirit^al nature, and its fst- 
cnlties, mind, and will, wherein he might agree with 
God's natural ima^e ; bat alfo be repleni£ed with 
whatfpever might give him the neareft refemblance of 
his moral image, the^ holineft and: happinefii of God». 
As fuch, he was free from ev^ry temper and aifedion 
contrary to God, and difquieting to himfelf. And. 
fix>m the fjpirituality and purity of the fool, arofe all. 
the properties peculiar to the primitive ftate of man. 

4, And being a compofition of earth and heaven, 
and having fenies adapted to both, he was qualified 
to ad in a double capacity ; to ierve his Maker in a. 
religious regard, and fuperintend the a^rs of thi» 
life. Hence he was knowing in things celefiiai and 

terrefbial : 
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terreftrial : Yet not as containing innate ideas of 
cither ; but only capacitated to receive the notices and 
imprefjions of fpiritual things, and the images of the 
earthly through the outward fenfes. But though the 
faculty of knowing did not imply ideas of things ex- 
trinfical to itfelf ; yet it could no fooner exift^ than 
be feniible of its Maker, objedlively : For, the eye 
of the mind being clear, and capable of difcerning- 
ipiritual obje£ls, and having the irradiating light or 
prefence of the Lord, he was neceiTarily the firft, be- 
caufe the nearedl objed of the mind. And by the fame 
ability, but through a different medium, the fenfes 
of the body, the foul was capable of converfing with, 
and judging of external things : For as Adam gave^ 
names fuitable to the natures of all creatures ; it is 
probable, he formed a juft notion of them, prior ta 
any attention to their operations and eife^. 

5. A fecdnd property of the foul was its powerful 
agency. The body; a compound being, by reafon of 
it« weaknefs, is eaiily /educed to a ftate of ina6Uviy :' 
But the foul not confiMhg of parts, nor compofed of 
different things (being one iimple «flence) is always- 
adHve. And the invmbility and fine texture of the 
air giving it a diftant refemblance of fpirit in gene- 
1^, the permanent adion of air, is analogous to that 
property of fpirit, termed power : Whence arifeth - 
the foul's unremitted adion in thought, &c. and 
agency in adluating the body. And though fpirit is 
not incapable of being annihilated by its Maker, yet it 
is not fubjeft to decay of itfelf, nor can be deftroyed' 
by any creature. Hence, 

6. The rational fpirit of man is the fame iti all the 
viciflitudes of life. Its power is unalterable, mani- 
fefting itfelf according to its own and the peculiar 
quality and condition of the body it informs. It 
fliews its power in good or evil ; in joy and grief> in 
love and hatred, in courage and fear, in hope and- 
defpair : And When the body languifhes under ficknefs 
or pain, infirmities and old age ; in the midft of na- 
ture's ruins and the wreck of time, it futfcrs no dimi- 
nution. 
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nxition. In the hour of death, when the blood runs 
tardy in the veins, and the pulfe beats low ; when 
every nerve is unftrung, and the whole fcene of out- 
ward things is clofing, it retains its power ; and 
except it be. blinded with ignorance, hardened by 
fin, an4, rendered pail feeling, it has forebodings of 
its future fate, witnelTIng a glorious earnefl of hea- 
ven in holinefs and happinefs, of a! fearful looking 
for of hell in a guilty .confcience ; which, to the 
djing, is an omen of eternal wrath. Yea, when all 
connexion and commerce with the body is broke off, 
it fubfifts in the enjoyment of heavenly blils or hellifh 
torment. Thus the unchangeable nature of the foul 
infers its natural immortality, that being the bafis 
on which that do£trine is built. 

7. And that permanency might be rendered fubfer- 
vient to its real ufe, it was accompanied with G^o^- 
fie/jfy another property of the foul in the original ftate : 
Not an indifterency to, or equilibrium betwixt right 
and wrong; for that had been to have a mixed, or 
no quality, a mere ra/a tabula, to be imprefTed by 
things extrinfical to it, without any underflanding 
and choice of its own : Both which were foreign to 
the primitive ftate of maii. For, every fubftance . 
having a quality, and it being hic^hly derogatory to 
God, to fuppofe that a fpirit morally evil was create4 
by him, it was holy, prior to choice and every other 
thing : A neceflary cohfequence of which was, that 
holinefs being the ground of its moral powers and 
perfedions, goOdnefs ran parallel with the whole foul. 
It was good in its efTence, underflanding, will, af- 
fedions, and tempers. 

8. Its cflence, being fpiritual, was comparatively 
good, as ^irit is a nearer refemblance of God^ than 
matter. God is a fpirit, but to animal fenfe inyiiible. 
Similar to which, the fpirituality of the foul comes 
hot under the obfefvatibn of any of the outward den- 
ies. Hence it is, that definitions of ipirit, are rather 
negations, what it is not, than pofitive peremptory 
declarations of what it is. It is not matter; it has 

not 
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hot the groflTnefs of its nature^ nor its infeniible pro- 
perty. Spirit is a pure, fubtle, lively, adlive, power- 
ful lubftance. Its ai5tiqn evidences its dlfFbrence from 
matter, and infers its likehefs to God, For, as God' 
form'd all things, and put and preferves inanimate 
things in^ motion; bodies po^eft of fpint are moved 
i>y it; In particular, the fpirit of man, informs, and 
moires his cumbrous 'body with great agility* and 
mighty force. 

And their fpirit being intelligent, and receptive of 
inftrudion, and retentive of what they were taught ; 
and having the obje6)ive aid of God*s outward works 
to inftru£k them, and the fuperadd'ed aflidance of his 
infpiration, -die whole ifTued in the knowledge of 
God, themfclves, and thewoHd. They had knowledge 
of CJod's exiftcnce, eflfence, Attributes, and will con- 
cerning them ; 'of icheiro^ nature, ftate of life, and 
end for which th^y wtere made ; and of the world in 
iirhich' they Were placed, kpd the nature and ufe of the 
things ovei^VMch ftey Jfre/lded. And which, being 
withbut error, was a proof of the goodnefs of their 
Vndtrftwaiingy khd rendered tHem' proper inftruments 
of tfhe Altnighty's praife. And the judgment touch- 
ing alF things, being according to truth, it was di- 
reSed to right purposes ; to glorify God, and fub- 
fcrvehis providence in governing the world, and an- 
fweiing ail thofe ends for which a God of infinite 
wifHonr ftimilhed them with fo great means of know- 
ledge, arid {(i good an underflanding. Thus reafon 
was the candle which the Lord lighted up, to guide 
them- in all their ways ; and which, being moralized 
by the holy di^ofition of the foul, had refoedt, as 
well to Gbd,^ the fource of benefits, aiid ena of ac- 
tions, as tO' the things of this\ world. 

9. Their IT/tf klfo Ctfrrefpbnded with the will of 
God, not having the flighteft tindure of bias to the 
contrary. Arid though it was not immutable, nor 
incapable of making a wrong choice, |(eipecially by 
liifpofition from other things) yet it was good in it- 
fcl^ and wanted nothing of pieffe^on, nor for its 
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eternal continuance therein, but confirmation ; which 
was to be the refult of a matter, not of a moral but 
peremoinial kind ; and ib was no trial of the (moral) 
goodnefs of the will, as inclining or difinclining to the 
holinefs of God's will; but only whether -they would 
remember the prohibition, and ad accordingly, in oppo- 
fition to all temptations to the contrary. And though 
their inferior appetites gave rife to a defire of animal 
things, proportionable to their wants ; yet that was 
not inconfiftent with their religious defire, nor inter- 
ruptive of it, fo long as nature remained in its created 
condition. Rather, the fatisfadions ariiing from 
animal fupplies, would minifter to their thankfulnefs, 
and tend to retain the will in obedience to God. 
Ncverthelefs, the foul being placed in a body fur* 
rounded with objefts of fenfe, it was necefikry to 
govern the fenfes, and keep thcra in due fubordination 
to reafon and religion ; and, in the ufe of, and for, 
and by thofe thing j to glorify God. 

lo. Neither were their aiFedtions different from o- 
ther prinutive powers of the foul. Their Lf)'ve was 
natural and free, and proportionable to the capacity 
of the foul and the command requiring it. It necef* 
farily iffued from the image- of God llampt on their 
^irit in the day. of creation. That was its origin, 
the one only root of religious love. For, if the 
knowledge of God, daily benefits, contemplation of 
kis works, with a promife and profpeft of future fe- 
licity, were any, they were but a fecondary caufe of 
their affeftion for him. The firfl and principal caufe 
was likenefs to him. Other things, as they evidenced 
God's bountiful goodnefs, and how much he merited 
their favour^ exhibited the reaibns of loving him 
with all the heart, &c. and fo fubferviently affifled 
the divine principle. Therefore holinefs being the 
caufe of, and other things a motive to love, it con- 
iifled in a pure affeftion for 'God, and a fincere and 
carneft endeavour to pleafe him. It preferred him as 
their chief good, and produced fpontaneous ads of 
obedience ; gave wings to every faculty and afFedion 
of the foul, and fwiftly moved every member of the 
C body 
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body, to execute the defigns and didlates of the 
mind. And hence being natural, it was eafy and 
delightful to love him with all the heart, foul, 
mind, and ftrength. 

1 1 . Yea, Fear originating in the fame root with 
love, was good in its nature and ufe. Fear was natural 
to them, as they were fenfible, dependant creatures. 
And dependance made it both their duty and privi- 
lege : For, their being; and well-being depending on 
God, it was right and profitable fo to deport them- 
felves, as to render it honourable and amiable to the 
author of being and bleifing, and fubfcrvient to their 
pwn eafe and advantage. But their fear was moral 
as well as natural ; it refulted as well fix>m reverence 
and regard, as from fenfe and dependance. And 
bein^ accompanied by, and confiftin^ with love, joy, 
&c. It was ho timid nor tormenting thing : They fear- 
ed no want, nor puniihmjent from God, no failing of 
his goodnefs, nor inflidion of evih Their fear was 
an holy awe of the Almighty, inafmuch as the great- 
neis and goodnefs of God were the proper objeds of 
it: Which, while obeyed, ncceflarily iifued in a 
holy, wife, regular converfation and conduct. 
^ 12. And having no uneafy Tenfations from prefent 
circumHaiices, nor any apprehenfions of future infeli- 
city ; and being repleniihed* with every profitable and 
pleaiant thing, their 7^^ was good, was fuch as could 
riot fail of the approbation of God, and of rendering 
their exigence on earth, a fource of ferene and exu- 
berant delight. And immortality being a conftitu- 
tional property of the foul, fo fearing no diflblution 
of itfelf, nor any diminution of its happinefs, their 
rejoicing redded as well their future felicity as 
prefent condition. 

13. Yea, fo rich and redundant was their para- 
difical portion* and fo bright the proipefl of its conti- 
jioance, and the increaie of celeftial joys, that notwith- 
Aanding the pofiibility of being depriv'd of prefent, 
and cut off from future good, implied in, and figni- 
fied to them, by the th^atning of death in cafe of 
... ^^ difobe- 



( 27 ) . 

difobedience ; yet their Hope^ was great and good ; 
it iflued from holinefs, and having the promife atid 
proipedt of terreftrial and celeftial worlds for its ob- 
jedy it was fall of rejoicing and iminortality. 

14. And being formed in the image of God,' 
which elevated him above all orders of animals, to a 
degree little inferior to angels ; and having t^e go- 
vernment of the whole put into his hands, the pro'*- 
perty of his holy, high, and lofty nature, (being de- 
generated, is now call'd pride, which can fuffer no 
rivaly nor brook equal or fuperior) was, in the ori- 
ginal condition, true greatnefs of foul ; and was a$ 
well'a prefervative, by reafon of its goodnefs, again ft 
Qfurping unlawful authority over others, as from 
ftooping to, or bein^ guilty of> any meaixnefs incon- 
fiftent with the dignity and honour of a rational and 
religious creature. 

15. Yea, the refenting vindi£live paffion of the 
foul, (now called anger) having its foundation in ho- 
linefs, proceeded according to the rule of righteouf- 
nefs in what belonged to its province. And it being 
neceiTary for man, fet oVer, and for the government 
of fubordiuate creatures, to dillinguifh betwixt right 
and wrong anions, fo alfo to have proper fenfations 
of them, that hje might diftribute to every creature 
according to its condudfc. Moreover, being confti- 
tuted bodi for human and religious fociety, if in ex- 
ercifing authority, (efpecially over children, if not 
in fome other cafes) correddon of any kind had been 
neceiTary, it mull have been adminiilered with a 'pro- 
per judgment and juft fenfe of the wrong requiring 
It. Indeed, moral temper, like tafte, was a rule to 
itielf : Whatever was according to its particular qua- 
lity, was agreeable to it ; and the contrary, its aver- 
fion. So the ground of this temper being the image 
of God ; righteoufnefs was plcafing, and unrighte- 
oufnefs difpleafing to it. And the goodnefs of its 
Mature being a prefervative from extravagance in its 
exercife and exertion 5 (correfponding with his '« who 
<' is flow to wrath, aqd of great goodnefs:" It 
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would not fpend itfelf in perfonal abufes, and other 
methods of afflifting mankind, nor by unmerciful 
ways of ruling and punifhing inferior creatures. It 
would manifeft itfelf in diftributing jullice according ' 
to the law of moderation ; and, in all poffible cafes, 
intend sls much the benefit of the fulferer, in pro- 
ducing repentance and reformation, as punifhmeat 
for paft offences. * - 

16. And every thing having its reverfe, in reality 
or imagination, the contrary of ambition is humility. 
And holinefs giving a juft poize to every paflion ; 
and they, the fubjefts of thefe paffions, being de- 
pendant on God, and under obligations to (crve him ; 
and a famenefs of nature and flute fubfifting amongft 
them ; and having affevflion for, and dependance on 
each other for ailiilance ; and being accountable to 
God for their conduft, humility was natural to, and 
ueceflary for them ; it was the law of their heart,. 
and the rule, duty, and cxercife of their lives : They 
were lowly in their ov/xt ey^s, and mutually fubfer- 
vient to the fervice and fatisfadion of each other. 

17. Now this native unfeigned humiHty was ac- 
companied with meeknefs ; which, being the revcr/e 
of anger, was a foft, eafy, pliable difpoiition of 
mind: And which, being an antidote again ft, and 
corre6live of the retentive temper, and mollifying of 
its fruits, the words and works produced by it; it 
was that which rendered its pofleflbrs eafy in thera- 
felves, fufceptive of good, proof againft interruption 
from others, and promotive of the peace and prospe- 
rity of all ; producing compaffion, kindnefs, &c, in 
converfation and condudt. 

18. And this goodnefs, in conjuniflion with the 
other powers and properties of the foul, was the ground 
of Juftice^ in reference to God the Creator, and to 
all creatures according to their feveral natures, and 
the relations in which it ftdod to them, giving to all 
their due. To God, fpontaneous acknowledgments 
of his wilclom, greatnefs and goodnefs, confpicuous 
in the newly-crcjated world 5 praifing and magnifying 
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his name, walking in his fear and love, and iy mov- 
ing in the fphere in which he was placed, did the 
will of God on earth as it is done in heaven. To 
creatures of every kind ; to mankind in particular, 
who being of one nature and family, were conftituted 
and circumftanced to render mutual fervice and re- 
ciprocal fatisfadtion. And the Law of Truth being 
written on their heart, it was natural and eafy for 
them to tranfcribc it in their lives, in doing to one 
another as they would be done to. And, in refpcdl 
of the animal world, to govern them as became the 
creatures of God, created and calculated for their 
content; miniibing to their fenfes and appetites, 
eafe and animal fatisfadtion. 

19. Thus was man, with a (piritual, rational, im- 
mortal nature ; a clear underllanding, righteous will, 
holy affedlions,, and dominion over all fuWunary 
things, mzdc in the image of Ood. So did the Lord 
of Glory create him an image of his own immortality, 
and communicate to that nature a holy quality, that 
]i^ might refemble his Maker in a ferene tranquil 
fnind, as well as in other powers and properties. 

And in this holy, happy condition he was deiigned 
to continue ; capable of doing his Maker's wUl in 
all that concerned him as a worihipper of God and 
governor of the world, being funiilhed with whatfb- 
ever was requilite for a right difcharge of his duty., 
And his created condition being good; the things 
intended to perpetuate it, were excellently calculated 
to anfwer that purpofe; for he was placed in the midd 
of a rich profusion of all that could profit and pleafe: 
Every fenfe and appetite of the body, every faculty 
of the nnind, and religious difpoiition of the heart,. 
had their fatisfying delights. 

ao. But a poiitive command being added, a fingle 
prohibition as the teft of their obedieAce, in which, 
through the fubtlety of Satan, they fell : This threw a 
gloom on their glory ; and from the heights of holi- 
nefs and happinefs, call them down to the depths of 
fin and miferv ; which I intend for the fubjed of the 
following difcourfe. 
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The Fall of Adam. 
DISCOURSE 

O N 

Genesis, Chap. iK Ver. 17. 
i» /i^ day thou eaiefi thereof thou jhalt furelj die. 

^^^^^ OOD as man's primitive condition was, 
«|e ^ it was notwithftanding a ftate of proba- 

^ Q ^ tion, in reference both to time and 
4* *S* eternity. The matter of probation was 

%^^^ ® the prohibited tree ; their condua touch- 
ing that was to determine their future condition. 
And being a fenfitive external thing, and no objedl 
of the mind, nor having any temptation from want^ 
the lines of duty fully drawn, and the fandion of the 
law clearly revealed ; their danger in not enduring 
the mal, did not iffue from ignorance, or evil incli- 
nation of mind, or neceflity of body, or want of abi- 
lity to perform the taik alHgned, and ftand the time 
of their trial ; but from remitting their care in re- 
membering what had been delivered to them, in that 
cafe, and in not fufHciently guarding againft all in/i- 
nuations from without, not tending to their continu- 
ance in that happy flate.. 

But 
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Bat SataQy once an angel of light, having pafied 
through a iimilar ftatte of probation, and through de- 
fedtion from duty had met with punifhment proper 
to his crime, (being caft out of heaven without hope 
of recovery) and envying the happinefs of the firft 
pair in paradife, maliciouily fought to make them 
equal with himfelf in crime and punishment ; infi- 
nuated himfelf into the ferpent, and fo adted the ora- 
tor, that the weaknefs of wom^n yielded thereto. 
*^ She took of the tree whereof Gpd had faid, ye ihall 
*' not eat, and gave to her hulband, and he did eat 
" alfo."* Thus the divine prohibition was broke 
through, which brought death into the world, with 
all our woes. '' In the day thou eateft thereof thoa 
" (halt furely die," wJis then initially fulfilled ; the 
life which they had received, and by which they 
were rendered capable of living agreeable to the will 
of God, was forfeited and effaced. 

But to form a better judgment of this, I ihall, 

I. Coniider the death they were threatened with. 

II. How they died. 

^ I. And firil of death. Now.death is the privation 
of' life ; but contraries illuftrating each other, in 
fpeaking to this part of the fubje^ it will be necef- 
fary firft to ihew in what fenfe they lived ; for only 
as they lived, fo only could they die. 

I . And firfl ; from the nature and fituation of man, 
it is evident that he could not fubiiH without other 
things ; and having a privilege of eating of every tree 
of the garden, fave one ; it indicates that he had an 
animal life, to which the fruits of paradife' were to 
miniiler. The fountain of this life was the blood, 
diffufed through the body^ the minuteil fibres of ile(h, 
and the moft callous parts of the bones partake of 
its influence. Of this, the fleihly heart reiident in 
the breaft, is both the fource and receptacle ; it 
flows from, and after circulating through the feveral 

parts 
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parts of the body, returns to it again. This life was 
without uiiderHanding and >vill. ' 

2^. Moreover, being conftituted lord of the earth, 
to govern fubordinate creatures, it evidences his 
having a rational life ; which, though belonging to 
the fame fiibjed, di^ered ellentially from his animal 
Hfe. If matter Was that of which it was made, it 
was not matter as it made a part of man's compoA- 
tion. It was ipirit, becaufe it could think and will, 
which matter, as fuch, is incapable of. But as 
thinking is refh^ned to one part of man, and the 
foul being fubftantia cogitansy a thinking fubftance, 
it is not feated in every part of the body. Rather, 
being to the body what a ruler is to a nation, it re- 
iides in the capital, the head. There all reafonings 
and councils are formed, and from thence ifTues all 
commands for the government of the body, and the 
affairs of this life. This life was (piritual, rational,, 
and immortal. 

3. Bein|^ created and qualified to worfhip God, to* 
ferve him m a religious capacity, as well as to. fuper- 
intend fubl unary things, it infers that he had a mo- 
ral life, which was holinefs inhering in the fubftance 
of his rational fpirit. This life implied both the. 
knowledge of God, and a difpoiition to ferve him. 
Which knowledge, being of a religious nature, re- 
fulted from the congcuity and connexion fubfift- 
ing betwixt man's moral nature and the Moft 
High, the eifedl of union and communion with him.. 
And, their difpofition to ferve him, contained every 
affediion and temper agreeable to his law and govern^ 
ment;. This life was divine ; yet mutable. 

4.. Hence polTefiing a moral, rational, animal life, 
it was in refped of thefe that they were liable to die. 
The threatmng having refped to every particular of 
the whole. Thijs is evident from the nature of man, 
the fubjedt of this life or lives, and from the manner 
of his oficnce, which was gradual, and performed 
by the feveral parts and powers of human nature. 
For, the temptation being fir ft propofed to the mind, 
and gaining its aiient ; eating was but the execution 

of 
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of what the mind had coniented to : which indicates 
that the whole man was concerned : Therefore there 
was the fame reafon for puniftiing the whole, as 
any part thereof. Had it been the offence of one 
part only, it had fufficed to punilh that part : But the 
whole being culpable ; reafon offending in believing a 
lie, the moral principle in facrificing to Satan, and 
the animal part in eating the forbidden fruit, it was 
juft but that the whole fhould fuffer. This then, the 
lofs of moral, rational, animal life was the death 
. confequent on difobedience. The manner of which, 
I Ihall in the fecond place confider. 

II. And firfl, their moral ability was affefted. 
Holinefs, the moral life of the foul, was loil; by 
which, in that refpeft becoming dead in themfelves, 
ib alfo to all the objeds and excrcifes of it. Their 
underitanding, though clear as the unfpotted mirror^ 
by that fatal apoilacy, was turned into midnight 
darknefs, wliereby they were rendered a mere riddle 
to themfelves fn regard to religious things. The 
defire of being as Godsy kno^wing good and . e'vil, was 
punifhed with a blindnefs which made them infenfi- 
ble of, and fecure in bad circumftances. Good and 
evil had now the fame afped ; for as a blind man can- 
not diflinguifh colours, thofe benighted fouls did not 
difcem things which differ ; they faw not from what 
heights of holinefs and happinefs, to what depths of 
fin and mifery they had fallen : So they were uncon- 
cerned, they neither felt nor feared for themfelves. 

2. Thus lieht being turned to darknefs, and there- 
by all moral aifcernment of themfelves loft ; likewife 
of God in the fame refped. His glorious light, 
which is brighter than the ihining of the fun in its 
fbength, and which is the objedl of pure minds on- 
ly, difappeared. Their internal eye having fuffered 
the lofs of its receptive power, it was rendered un- 
receptive of that light in which alone God could be 
fcen : For, as the eye by the rays of the fun difcerns 
its body ; internal light is the mean of morally dif- 
cerning God : But the foul's moral figllt being dar- 
kened. 
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kenedy notwitbftanding the prefence of God, they 
could not difcern him : The foul was then as incapa- 
ble 9f feeing God, as the eye of the body is of view- 
il^g vifible objeds, when it has lof^ all power of 
feeing. 

3. And the internal knowledge of God having an 
infcparable connexion with his being the objeft of 
l^eligious worlhip ; it being impoffible to love, delight ^ 
in, and adore him as Creator, Benefa^or and Lord, 
without an immediate and diredt knowledge of him 
(not mediate and indired by his works) to guide 
their alFedUons and addrefTes, that their offerings 
might be with underflanding and acceptance; but 
fin having feparated between God and the foul, their' 
n^idAight mind was incapable of feeing and giving 
him praifes due: They could only offer (if any) a. 
blind fenfelefs offering, the facrifice of a fool : There- 
fore he ceafed to be the obje£i of their religious ado* 
ration. And though creation was flill a proof of his 
exiflence, and afforded a philofophic idea of him^ 
yet that imp]yinfi; no dircS manifeilation of him to 
the mind, the befl monumental infcription they 
could raife to him» would only equal, the Athenian 
Ayvfortf 0€«, .Tfi the unkn(mm Giid.* 

4. Here ended man's moral underflanding: His 
fpirit was no more the candle of the Lord fearching 
die inward parts ; that lamp of heaven ^as put out, 
ind therewith all fight of himfelf and the celeflial 
world ; fo being cut off from all fight of fupernatu- 
ral things, their views, were cafl upon the form and 
condition of their bodies; which, it is'pro&able, till 
then, they had ieen without concern, their natiye 
purity and innocence making them live a life of great 
abflrai£tion from things fenfible, not knowing, or not 
confldering that they were naked; or it being no 
crime fo to be, and fo no c^ufe of fhame;^ to 
which adverting, they were afhamed with, I prefume, 
an evil fhame, their bodies being probably the f^me 
as when they were not afhamed ; which being the 

con- 
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ccmdioon the wifdom of God placed them in, artd, 
in which, no doubt, he defigned them to continue, 
was the rule whereby to judge and determine what 
was fhameful, or not fo. And ihame not refulting 
fo much from guilt for departiiag from the command- 
ment delivered to them, as a beholding the vifiblc 
itate of nature, comely in itfelf, but now matter of 
ihame to them ; they judged not in the wifdom of 
God, but that of the ferpent, which " calleth evil 
good, and good evil." 

5. Hence being rendered dark and undifcerning 
in things religious, their twill% touching tSe fame 
things, no longer correfponded with the will of God. 
Though formed upright in an holv difpofition of 
heart, they (ought out inventibns m facrificing to 
another than God ; and by diibbedience to him do- 
ing fervice to Satan, they renounced allegiance to 
God the creator, and fubje£ted themfelves to Satan 
the ufurper ; which being done in a ilate of innocence 
^nd freedom, it was choice and not neceflity that de- 
termined them. Moreover, the whole of their hap- 
pinefs depending on their conduA in reference to that 
command, obecUence or difobedience to it* being to 
determine their future condition, their unneceflitated 
fin was a free and full forfeiture of prefent and future 
benefits! And as the matter wherein they were tried, 
was not of a moral but pofitive nature, it had no 
dependance on th^ religious inclination either for 
or againil k : Therefore the trial was fair. Had the 
teft of their obedience been, whether they would 
morally know and love God, or be ignorant of and 
hate him ; nature had determined it, it being natu- 
ral for them fo to know and love him. And feeing 
that the fruit of the tree was no objeft of their reli- 
gious choice or averfion, it was highly proper for the 
wifdom of God to permit a command contrary to 
his own to be urged, that there being equal weight 
in the outward motives, and neutrality in the inward 
inclination, it might wholly depend on their volun- 
tary choice. Wherefore, 

6. Being 
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€. Being free, and chooiing the prohibited fruit, 
that fixed their future choice and condition, by ren- 
dering them incapable of chufing moral good, (as, 
perhaps, while they were hply, they could not chufe 
moral .evil.) So their will being depraved, its bias 
was to evil, and evil only was their choice. Which 
evidenced them dead in difpoiition and defire, to 
God, and goodnefs, and the happinefs of a future 
ftate. 

7. Their alFeftions alfo were alienated from God. 
Feary reverential fear, depofited in the foul, and de- 
puted hy the author of nature to excite them to duty 
and preferve them from danger, was deadened and 
turned to torment- And fear being the centinel of 
the foul, to prevent- a furpri2e, Satan aflumed the 
ferpent. Had he appeared in his proper colours, 
fear had taken the hint and given the alarm ; but his 
borrowed form not ftriking terror, his wUes were 
unfufpedted His fpeech alfo was free, and wanted 
not the air of benevolence and diiinterefted affeftion. 
His wifdom taught him to attack the woman, whom 
finding alone, fhe was the fooner reduced to his obe- 
dience. And not hoping for fuccefs, without oppo- 
iing the Almighty's command, he infinuated that the 
prohibition could not be taken literally, that death 
would not be the confequence. And to fupply what 
was wanting in truth, (by an artifice confident with 
his charader) that his words migjit carry conviftion 
and gain credence, he fuggefted that th« fruit was 
prohibited for no other purpofe But to keep them de- 
pendant on God ; and that, if they took and eat, 
their eyes would be opened, and they would be as 
Gods, knowing good and evil. Thus eluding her 
fears, and exciting her hopes, (he took and eat, and 
gave to her hufband, and he did eat alfo. 

8. Hence Satan having carried his caufe, fin was 
finilhed, and death fucceeded ; which, with its eflen- 
tial properties of blindnefs and hardnefs, . rendered 
them fecure in an evil and dangerous fituation. In 
the interim, betwixt finning and hearing the voice and 
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Tentence of God, they were infenfible of their reli- 
gions lofs and unhappy circumilances ; and, as it ap- 
pears, cared for nothing but a covering for their bo- 
dies : So was the fear of God extirpated, and their 
glory turned to fhame. But, 

9. When the Almighty (who knew what they had 
done) came to arreft and convid the offenders, on 
hearing his voice, their fears ftarted up and hurried 
them to hide among the trees of the garden ; they fled 
as from the face of a foe, he was terrible to them, 
they could not fland in his prefence. And it being 
necefTary that their condudl fhould pafs the fcrutiny of 
a formal procedure, to induce them to acknowledge 
their crime, and exhibit the juftice of tlie fentence to 
be paiTed upon them ; God called to Adam, and 
{aid, ** Where art theu ?" * When after a particular 
enquiry, being found guilty, every delinquent was 
ientenced according to the part he bore in the difo- 
bedience. So, in a ifaort, but, to us, an uncertain 
time, they pafTed through a different checquered 
(bene of things : Their original fear being fucceed- 
ed with fenfelefs fhipidity; and ftupidity with tor- 
menting terrors. 

10. And as fear was rendered irreligious and tor- 
menting to its poffefTor, Love, the fupreme sLffcCdon 
of the heart, was turned to hatred . For, holi nefs being 
the life of the foul, and the ground of their religious 
affedions ; and its continuance depending on obedience 
to the pofitive precept, and di(bbedience being to in- 
duce moral death, or the lofs of holinefs, &c. difobe)ring 
thev died ; a neceffary effc&. of which was, love to God 
ana goodnefs was loft. And their fpiritual nature 
(whi^ is the fubffance of the foul) remaining, which 
could not fttbfift without a quality, it now neceffarily 
pofTeft the reverfe of what it had forfeited ; which, 
Djrthc mle of contraries was wholly finful, the ge- 
nuine immoral image of th^^evil, and produced 
hatred to God and all that is mdrally good. There 
could be no medium. It was then as natural to hate 
God and goodnefs, as to love them while original 
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purity was the reigning difpofition of the fbuL The 
quality of the foul in both cafes determined their af- 
fedions. Love to God in the created date was no 
cafual thing, nor depended on choice, but was mat- 
ter of natural necellity, it being as natural for a holy 
foul to love Gody as for the Almighty to love his 
own likenefs. There was the fame nccefety in the 
contrary cafe. A finful difpoiition being become die 
ground of their affedkms, it as neceflarily iiated him» 
as the once-holy loving angels were afterwards finful 
haters of him. Hence they regarded him not, but 
ran from his prefence, and owned him no more as. 
their father and friend. Thus Love, the facred aad 
focial tie, was confumed, which feparated th^r af- 
fe£lions from God, and rendered thei|i obnoxious to 
his difpleafure. Therefore, God ^ring not the 
angels who finned, but caft them into hell ; the fin- 
ners on earth were banilhed paradife, to wander ^)ver 
earth's wide maze, curfed for their faike, and render- 
ed perplexing to its pofieilbrs. 

II. And now, that their lov^ Was extiiiA, Jftyhad 
no place. The crown was fellen from their head ; 
the favour and image of God were departed ; fo -being 
aliens from God, dark, cold, and Q>irklbfs within, 
all caafe and power of rejoicing were far removed 
from them. Yea God, the glorious God, having 
quitted his habitation, creation became a chaos ; 
defolation and diftrefs enfued. Impurity, im^cabi- 
lity, guilt and ihame, the circumv«nters md fac«* 
ceeders of primitive perfection and beauty, were no 
reafons of religioos rejoicing. Rather, thefe ^were 
the matter of their mifery, the curfe that was come 
upon them : By thefe, they were rented vfrcHchtd, 
helpleft, and diftreffed. Now forrdw fat brooding in 
the midnight foul, where not one ray of light tele(^ 
tial ihining, darknefs reigned. Songs of rejpkitig, 
harmony, and unutterable fweotncfs, as -when t£e 
morning 6ars fang together, had here no place. 
The voice of the turtle was Aot heard in this la»d ; 
joy ceafed, A fed rcverfe! A riiefiiiiiangc ! Fop 

peace 
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peace and ferenity of foul, irreligious remorfe hung 
heavy on the heart. The days of rejoicing were few, 
the golden age was prefently gone, and the iron age, 
the feaicHi of forrow, early fucceeded. What pity 
that beings formed fo free, fhould fo foon be in tan- 
gled in bondage and mifery ! An omen of a world of 
woes ! A fpecimen of that perplexity which is the lot 
of all who fee the fan. O how unlike the flate 
from which they fell ! Partners then with thofe in 
blifs, unrivaled by angels, for their joys were one. 
But the Sentence to condemnation dripped them of 
all their plumes, and, if a precious promife had not 
mitigated their mifery, afTwaged their grief, and 
rendered poflible a retrieve of their never-to-be- fuffi- 
ciently lamenTbd lofs, had funk them into eternal 
defpair. A loft which did not terminate in time ; 
ibr nowy 

^^* Bope^ the fpring and end of adion, and fup- 
ttut of finking fpirits, alfo expired. Paradife was 
loll without hope of recovery. Driven out, the gar- 
den of Eden, once their delightful habitation, and 
wKofe fruft was fweet to their tafte, was now become 
a garden fealed. They found no entrance, and a 
flamine fword and cherubim were placed to keep the 
-way of the tree of life. Yea Heaven, the celefiial 
paradife, likev/ife became a forfeiture j immaculate 
puri^ty being depraved, their title to glory Ml with it. 
•Humility, raeeknefs, and refignation to God, having 
taken their flight, their fduls wanted wings to mount 
to the fkies. And as an infeparable effect of the de- 
parture of the divine quality, without infufion of fo- 
reign evil, the image of Satan was fully formed with- 
in them, in pride, anger, felf-will, and every other 
fatanical temper and afiedion. So being deprived of 
paradife, and difqualified for heaven, aU hope refult- 
ing from their created condition difappeared, the 
very idea of it was obliterated. Thus the under- 
danding, will, and afFedlions, were rendered the re- 
verfe of God. That hblinefs which made them like 
him, and which was the ground of all their pra£li- 
^ D 2 cal 
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cal goodjt was intirely defated ; and that was death 
to their divineit part. 

13. Death then having pa/Ted upon the ibul in re- 
fped of the quality of it, lb alfo, in regard of. its 
ipirituality : For though the fpiritual nature of the 
ibul was a barrier againft loiing its being, either by 
natural decay, or by cafualty ; yet by the forfeiture 
of original righteoufnefs beconiing finful in its dif- 
pofition ; confcquently ofFenfive to God, and ob- 
noxious to his wrath. Hence it neceffarily incurred 
and came, under a featence fimilar to its inunortal 
nature, of punifhment perpetual and eternal ; which 
is death in its moft terrible form, far exceeding the 
lofi of holinefs which it firft fuftained by difobedince, . 
That was deprivation of good only, with the poffef- 
fion and punifbment of contrary qualities; but this 
the infliction of real pofitive evil, of evil inconceiv- 
able and unipeakablef the moft terrible things in 
nature being frequently ufed to fignify it unto us ; as 
fire, fire and" bnmftone, a bottomlefs pit, perpetual 
darknefs. See, all which fuSiciently demonurate the 
miferable condition of fouls feparated from God 
and the light of heaven. - 

14. It is true, to mitigate^ theii misery, the Al- 
mighty might have .fu/pended his wrath : or, after in- 
fliding it for a feafbn, have withdrawn it, and left 
them to fvifTer by the iin of their nature only, by tur-p 
bulent tempers, vile aFe£lions> and iniatiable deilreg. 
Or he could have taken away that which he gave-, 
(for he who can create can deftroy) he might have 
reduced the foul to a fenfelefs ftupidity, or by anni- 
Ijilation to nothing. But, feeing in that cafe, it 
conld not havp remained the fubjeft of moral deaths 
(for if the fubllance had been deflroyed, fb muil the 
quality alfo) there could have been no deliverance 
from ^n in this life, nor punifhment for it in the 
next. Moreover, if God had utterly deftroyed them 
as foon as they finned, it had rendered a new race of 
reafonable and religious creatures neceflary, or th« 
^arth had been left without a fuhordinate lord. 

15. But 
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1 5. But the nature and degree of puniflunent con- 
leqoent on the ftrft ofFencc, in this refped, may be 
inferred from Similar cafes, viz; devils and difbbedi- 
cnt men. Thefe have their part in the lake burn^ 
ing with fire and brimftone. And to the fame fulfer- 
ing, in refpeft of the foal, were the progenitors of 
mankind fubjefted by the fir^ offence. This was the 
fecond thing fignified by death. 

III. I . Eating the forbidden fruit likewife affcdled 
the hnman frame : Not in making, but keeping it 
mortal ; for immortality belonged not to their original 
ftatc, as the matter of which their bodies was made, 
duft, a composition of the elements, Efficiently fhews : 
Which, though cafl into a curious frame, and princi- 
pled with life, could not fuWift without daily recruits 
from other creatures ; the want of which had thrown 
them back into their original elements ; than which 
there needs no ftronger proof of not being immortal 
in that re{pcft>. That immortality was not a proper- 
ty of the body in the original ftate, may alio be in- 
ferred from this. That it was to be the efFe<a of ab- 
ftatning from the tree of knowledge, and partaking 
of the tree of life ; which is evident from the contra- 
ry, from their not abllaining from the one, for which 
they were prohibited the other ; which induced death. 

z. And it being very imjjrobable that this fublu- 
nafy world was dcfigned to contain all that Ihould be 
bom into it ; and more than probable tlic fame hea- - 
yen was prepared for them which the righteous fincc 
obtain (for it was prepared from the beginning of the 
world ;) and fie(h and blood being prohibited now, 
neither could they then inherit that kindom ; confe- 
quently, their bodies of fleOi mufl have been tranf- 
formed into fpiritual bodies, previous and preparatory 
to their tranflation. Therefore, though the fentence, 
*• Daft thou art, and to duft thou fhall return," was 
confequent on the original crime, it could not im- 
port more, than as they did not abftain from the 
fruit of the tree of knowledge till the time of proba- 
D 3 tion 
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tton was paft, they took not of, or did nolt contiaixe 
*< to take of the tree of life ;" • which it is probable, 
would have preferved them flrong and aoive, tili 
the time for removing them to a more celeftial abode 
had commenced, where bodies, confHtuted like theirs, 
would be unfuitable : Which rendered a change in 
their human frame neceilary, as a qqaliiication for a 
more fublime fituation. 

3. And it being reafonable to believe, that this 
world was temporary in the firft conilitution and de- 
sign of it, it was an emblem of man's animal life 
upon it, which was to be but for a time. In like 
manner, the tree of life was a fign of that immortal 
life, which the Almighty deiigned them to enjoy in 
the world to come. 

4. Hence i^ appears, that the human body was 
nearly the fame in the beginning that it is now. That 
it was elementary, and fuflained by food, and de- 
pended on a participation of the tree of life to pre- 
ferve it beyond the courfe of nature, till they had 
been transformed and tranilated to a more permanent 
abode. A much eafier, as well as ihorter way to 
glory*, than paffing through death and the long delay 
of immortality. 

5. Infkmces of thus becoming immortal and going 
to glory, are recent in the fcriptures, after the fall; 
in Enoch and Elijah already ;, and, according to pro- 
inife, many more . at the laft day will be changed ;* 
transformation and tranflation clofely fucceeding each 
other. . But men, for. difobedience, being cut off 
from the tree of life, the majority of them return to 
duil whence: they were taken, till reHiored by the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

6. Thus died Adam in the,day of his difobedience ; 
fprfeiting the favour and image of God, with I0& 
of paradife and all hopes of a bleiTed immortality in 
glory; incurring his creator's difpleafure, falling 
nearly into the condition of devils in all that cour 
cerns a fpiritual immortal nature, poiTeiling every 

temper 
* Gen. Hi. it, \ji Theff. iv. 17. ; 
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temper and afieftion peculiar to ^irits fallen from 
God and holinefs ; as pride, anger, felf-will, cove- 
toufheis,. felf-love, &c. and under a fentence of eter- 
nal banifhment from Gx>d and heaven. 

7. But death terminated not in the peribn of Adam, 
but extended to* alL his progeny ; tor in Adam all 
died ; died the fame death withhamielf, as being con- 
tained in, and reprefented by^ him in the original 
ftate, ieminally pofleffing all the properties and pri- 
vileges peculiar to the duldren of God, as exifling in 
his loins. For, being the firft of human kind, he 
contained the feeds Qxftaminaof all his defcendants. 
He was the root from whom they were to ipring. 
Hence Adam erat nos omnesy Adam being us all, what 
was done by him, was virtually done by us alio ; and 
whatever change pafled.upon him, paifed upon all his 
offspring, becaufe all ipnng from that which he was 
after the fall. ' 

8. And as it is more than probable, that Adam 
was parent of mind as well as body to his immediate 
offspring, the lofs of holinefs in him, by which his 
foul became iinful, was the lofs of holinefs and con- 
traftion of evil to all his pofterity; which,, being the 
caufe of the finfdnefs of fouls which xome into adlual 
exigence, is the true reafon of their being "by na- 
" ture the children of wrath."* Hence then, Adam 
and Eve returning to duff in confequence of the ori- 
ginal crime,, fo do their poilerity alfb; and by the 
&me offence forfeiting original righteoufhefs, their 
offspring did the fame; and the wrath-of God com^ 
ing upon them in. condemnation to death, it came 
upon all who Q>ring from their loins: For, *' by the 
** offence of one, judgment came. upon all men to 
** condemnation. f" 

9. Seeing then that a. great fimilarity of circum- 
Hances fubfifts betwixt Adam and his offspring, it is 
moll reafonable to refolve it into the connexion be- 
twixt caufe and effedl,. Adam producing and others 
produced. Other fuppoiitions concerning the creation 
and coming of fouls, than by the common mode of 

gen^. 
• Ephcf. ii. 3. t Rom. V. x8. • 
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^^eration, renders the ftnfj^neh cf tircm impoffible 
tb he accounted lor confiftent with the hoHne^ of 
^od, and the fcnfe of mankind. For, to fappofe 
that they are created by the Almighty, as bodlies are 
preparea, and infufed with their imful difpoiition, is 
highly derogatory to God. And to imagine, that 
they were all formed when Adam^s was, and became 
^nful with his, and are hovering nobody knows 
where, till they meet with bodies to infonn, is as 
wild as the other is a wicked notion. It remains 
then, that they be prodaced in the natural way, with 
rile body, and by human powers. 

10. And though it be granted that die foul dife^ 
ciFentially from the body ; which, to fomc, miniflers 
matter of doubt whether it can be produced in the 
fame way, and by the fame means, by which bodies 
are produced. Yet undoubtedly it may : For why may 
not the foul of man be produced as the fbui of an in-^ 
Iferior creature is ? The ftrongeft objection to this, 
arifeth from the difference, betwixt the fpirits of men 
and other creatures. The fpirits of animals, however 
conftituted for continuance, probably furvivc not the 
bodies they poffefs; and however free from moral 
evil, do not contain any degree of moral good. Where- 
as in the beginning, tke ipirit of man being conftitu- 
tionally immortal and divine ; and had Adam re- 
tained his original righteoufiiefs, the fpirit of his im- 
mediate offspring had been fb alfo in confequence 
thereof; then it is reafonable to infer, that the de^ 
pravity of fouls being the eifeft of the fall, it is by 
communication from parents to children. And the 
contrary fuppofition of parents being the propagaters 
of. body only, drags after it the abfurdity, not to fay 
blafphemy, of Goo's giving countenance to illicit 
afts of love, by creating for, and infufing fouls into 
bodies produced in ways prohibited by himfelf, viz. 
in fornications and adulteries. 

11. But though the fpirit of animals is neither di- 
vine nor immortal, yet if it contains a degree of intel- 
ligence, which in its prefent ftate and ufe differs effen- 
tially from matter; and if this is produced by the pa- 
rent 
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rent animals, it fu£iciently proves that i|>irit may be 
from, and produced with the creature. Spirit is known 
by the properties of under/landing and will. Under- 
ilanding is a power of difcernment, whereby things 
are known and diilingui/hed from one another : So on 
two different objedls being prefented to the eye, the 
mind is impreflcd with the proper form of both, and 
the dillinguifliing characters of them alfo. The will 
is the power of choice, and though a diflind): faculty, 
and different in its ufe from the underftanding, may 
notwithftanding with propriety be termed the refult of 
it, as choice is always according to the didtate of the 
judgment. Whatever the mind prefers, the will 
chufeth. In things hurtful, where deflrudiion is cer- 
tainly forefeen, the will chufeth the deadly poifon, 
8cc, becaufe the judgement hath pronounced it better 
to die than live. 

12. Now neither of thefe properties of fpirit can be 
denied to animals. They know with the fame, or 
perhaps a greater degree of certainty the things which 
concern them, than mankind do. This is obvious in 
almoll all orders of animals and infe^. The care, 
diligence, and order of the Pee may ferve as a proof 
and fpecimen of the underilanding of inferior crea- 
tures. Their power of choice is alfo great and inva- 
riable, nicely ieledling their proviiion of grafs and 
herbs from many others, in appearance as good and 
profitable. And in this they are fo inflexible, that 
extreme want is (carce fufficient to make them deviate 
from their method of proceeding. And thefe proper- 
ties of ipirit are apparent in animals at their nrfl en- 
trance into life. How do the young of many of them, . 
as foon as they come forth, (without infbudions from 
others) feek for that, and that only, by which their 
lives are to be preferved ? Now what but nature guides 
.them in this ? And yet matter, as fnch, cannot guide. 
It is the ipirit within them which guides to that which 
their wants prompt them to feek. The docility of 
animals, al/o, conveys an idea of their being poiTef- 
ifed of a principle of intelligence. . Many creatures 

may 
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may be taugbt that which' they fliew no fifns of by 
nature ; as a bird to fpeak, a dog to dance» &c. 
They leam thefe as men learn arts and Sciences, by 
being represented to the outward fenfea, and thereby 
conveyed to the mind, whkh receives the image of 
them, according to the degree of impreifion which is 
made. 

13. Seeing then that animals poflcfi a nature which 
is fpiritual and intelligent, and that its being created 
with the body is a matter which has the fiSirage of 
mod men, it is congruous to reafon to refolve the 
creation and coming of man's fpiritinto the fame caufe 
and way, becaufe fpiritual nature is not the matter of 
diilindion betwixt men and other creatures. And 
though it be granted, that the fpirit of man is more 
fttblime, is higher in capacityyanddefignedfor ^ater 
things than the fpirit of animals, yet that will not 
infer a diflisrent method of prod»ftion ; becaufe a re- 
markable difference obtains among men themfelves i» 
that rcfy^&. i fome having much larger capacities thaa 
others, and which is moS obvious where p^neration is 
concerned. I mean, in particular families, children 
generally r€femblin| their parents, not only in form 
•and feature, but alfo in mental abilities : Which h 
a very paifable proof of the one beinr from the parent 
as well as the other^ becaufe capacity refpe^ mind 
and not body. 

14* I conclude then, that as Adam and Eve were 
the head of humankind ; all tjieir pofterity bein? 
feminally contained in,, and fuftaining the fame lo5 
with themfelves in confequence of the firft offence ; 
• and it not being contradidofy to, but conffftent with 
the laws of produftion where fpiritual nature is con- 
cerned, to be produced by fecond cauics ; and other 
notions of production being either blafphcmous or ri- 
diculous ; and this method of accounting for the cre- 
ation and coming of foul* freeing the Almighty from 
the impious' charge of creating them conftituted con- 
trary to himfelf ; it fiiffers the obvious fenfe of fcrip- 
ture (which declares mankind to be bom in fin) to 

remain. 
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remain) and cafteth the whole charge of evil upon 
Adam who corrupted himfelf -and his poflerity ; and 
indicates) that he was both a natural and moral head 
and reprefentative in both re^^ to all that ipring 
irom ius loins. But he failing in the bufinefs of a 
representative) all was loft : Bleflings and priviledges 
became a forfeiture) and eveiy man {bntenced to 
death: ** For hy the ofience of one judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation." Adam and Eve 
were rendered goiltV) unholy, and liable to eternal 
delbnCtion) per&nalhr; and their poilerity) ieminalljr 
fo. To this fort of oeath only, for iinning in or by 
hiiP) ^were Adam's ofispring condemned. But the 
Almighty defigning them to come into adnal exif- 
tence, and pals through a flate of perfonal trial) and 
be judged and rewarded according to their condudl ; 
it was incohMent with the wifdom, goodnefs, and 
juftice of his nature and government) to fufFer them 
to be born and continue in circnmftances fo ill adapted 
to ad a part pleafing to him and profitable to them- 
felves : Therefore he retrieved that lofs by a Second 
Adam) ordaining him a deliverer from all that came 
upon them through the firft, infomuch that .none 
periih but for perfonal iin. This dodtrine is demou- 
nted by a declaration) evident as the moft intelli- 
fible terms can make it : For, faith St. Paul) ** As 
y the offence of one judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation ; even fo by the righteoufnefs of one^ 
the free gift came upon all men to juftification of 
life."* Now the two parts of this parallel having 
reCjpeSt to the fame perfons and things^ their meaning 
is of equal extent) and indicate that what the firft 
Adam did, is undone by the fecond. By the firfl 
all became guilty) unholy, and fubjedl to death ; by 
the fecond) (in was atoned for, grace procured) and 
a refurredion enfured. 

I c. But the benefits of Chrift are more extenfive, 
havine refpedt as well to adual as original fin : *' For 
though judgment was by one to condemnation) the 

free 
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free gift'is oF many offences unto juiUfication." Anct 
in deputing Chrift to fave perfonal finners» princi- 
pally ooiiiifts God*s love to mankind. For, origi- 
nal fin, in refped of Adam's offspring, being the un- 
merited and unavoidable confequence of exifUng in* 
Bim ; the rule of right required that they fhould^ in 
that cafe, be provided for: Which accordingly was 
done ; and, by an unparallelled inftance of unmerited 
favour, the fame gift was extended to their perfonal 
offences. Hence then, it being an inflance of juftscM 
to deliver them from original fin, it was an ad of 
mercy to provide for them as adual offenders. Con- 
cerning which, in the fubfequent difcourfe, I ihall 
«ffer fome coniiderations. 
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Salvation in none but Chrift 



A 

DISCOURSE 

O N 

Acts, Chap. iv. Ver. 12. 
Neiiber is there falvation in any other. 



®§§§§§§§® S the goodnei^ of man's firft eflate did 
S S not exempt him from trial and danger; 

^ A S neither did the evil of his fecond ex- 
jjj ^ elude him from deliverances For the 

^§§§§§§§^ firft Adam by difobedience, fufTering 
death ; the fecond Adam was a quicken- 
ing Spirit to reftore him to life. And the wifdoin of 
God conftituting Adam the parent of all men, and 
involving their affairs in his fate ; the fame wifdoni 
provided a fecond Adam to be the parent of good tp 
ally to retrieve their lofs, byreinilating them in their 
forfeited pofleflions and privileges. And this being 
the cne meritorious caufe, the only ground of hopq, 
and fingle fource of falvation, it concerns us to form^ 
a right judgment of it« nature and operation ; what 
it is, and how it difcovers itfelf. And in difcouriing 
upon the 'words, I (hall attempt to give 

I. Some account of the perfon in whom is/alvatloyu 
E fl. Wiat 
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II. What that falvation is. . And III. Conclude with 
fome practical ufe of both. 

.1. I. Now the peHbn^ in whom alone is falvation, 
is he who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, and 
born of the Virgin Mary; who was called Jtsus, 
the Saviour; and Christ^ the jinointfdi and Im- 
MANiTEL, God fwirh US : Being God and man united 
in one; ** who is over all. Goo blefl'ed for ever.'* ♦ 

2. And though his incarnation and coming into 
the world was of much later date than the .world it- 
felf ; yet his perfon, manner of coming, and unpa- 
tallelled performances, had been declared by the pro- 
phets in their fucceeding generations, from the in- 
fancy of time. Thejud of the swoman^ f ^ ^^^ P''^ 
mife made to fallen man ; and the feed of AbrahamyX 
which was Christ; and Jacob's dying declaration 
of the coming of Shildh^ to fwhom the gathering of the 
people Jhould be^ % were early indications of what was 
to be in the latter days. Balaam'^ Star coming out of 
Jacobs and his Sceptre rifing out of Ifrael\ || and Mo- 
les's Prophet to nvhom men Jhould hearken^ •* are con- 
curring teflimonies, as well of the future coming of 
Chrift, as of their acquaintance with it. 

3. Dayid's defcription, likewife, is truly charac- 
teriflic of the perfon and offices of the Saviour. " I 
** will (faith he) declare the decree : The Lord hath 
** faid unto me, Thou art my Son, this day have I 
** begotten thee. Afk of me, and I will give thee 
*« the heathen fof thine inheritance, and the utter- 
** moft parts of the earth for thy poffeiTion. Thou 
'< fhalt break them with a rod of iron ; thou (halt 
** dafti them in pieces like a potter's vcflel. Be 
** wife, now, therefore, ye Kings j be inflrudted ye 
*• Judges of the earth. ' Serve the Lord with fear, 
** and rejoice v/ith trembling. Kifs the Son left he 
" be angry and ye pcrilh from the way; when. his 

" anger 
^ Rom.ix. 5. f Gen. iii. 15. { Gen. xxii. 18. Gal. iii. 
^ 16. % Gen. xlix* xo. H Num. xxivt 17. ** Deiit. 
'xviii. 15. 
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** anger is kindled but a little : Blefled are all they 
** who put their truft in him."* He alfo exhibits 
his fuffenngs, in a pointed prediftion, and the glory 
that fhould follow. " They pierced my hands and 
** my feet ; they parted my garments, and caft lots 
«• for my vefturc." t And adds, " Thy throne, O 
** God, is for ever and ever : The fceptre of thy 
*^ kingdom is a right fceptre. Thou lovedft rightc- 
" oufnefs and hatedft iniquity ; therefore God, even 
** thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of glad- 
** nefs above thy fellows. J The Lord hath iwom 
** and will not repent, thou art a prieft for ever, af- 
** ter the order of Melchi2edeck.**§ 

4. Ifaiah too, under a prophetic impuKe, ipeaks 
with a freedom of fentiment," and force of expref&o^, 
little inferior to thofe who declare the things thqy 
have feen. He is clear and lively in his exhibition of 
tbe things which concern the Lord Jefus ; predicting 
the modus of his birth, the charadters he ihould fof- 
tain, and the invaluable ends to be anfwered by his 
coming : ** Behold a Virgin fhall conceive and b^^r 
^"^ a fon, and (hail call his name ImmanueL"|| And 

.. adds, *• Unto us a child is born, unto us a fon is giV^p, 
** and the government fhatl be upon his ihouTders : 
•* And his name fhall be called. Wonderful, Coun- 
•• celler. The Mighty God, The Prince of Peac^ ! 
*• Of the increafe of his government and peace there 

* * (hall be no end ; upon the throne of David a.nd 
** upon his kingdom to order it and to eilabliih At 
** with julHce from henceforth even for ever.'* •* , . 

5. He alio decyphers his fuffenngs, in a mannpr 
honourable to his office as a Prophet ; giving a parti- 
cular account of the treatment he met with from mep, 
the punifhment inflicted by the Almighty, and tjie 
excellent effects of them in the falvation of (inners. 
•« Who hath believed our report? And to whom is 
*« the arm of the. Lord revealed ? For he fhall grow 
** up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out 

E 2 ** of 

• Pfel. ii. t Pfal. xxii. 16. 18. X Pfal. xlv. § Pfal. 
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** of a dry ground ; he hath no form nor comelinef* ; 
" and when we fhall fee him, there is no beauty that 
*' we ihould defire him. He is defpifed and reje^led 
" of men, a man of forrows, ana acquainted with 
" grief; and we hid as it were our faces from him ; 
** he was defpifed, and we edeemed him not» Sure- 
** ly he hath borne our griefs, and carried ourfor- 
•* rows ; yet we did efleem him flricken,^ fmitten of 
*' .God, and aifiided. But he was wounded for our 
" tranfgrefiions, he was bruifed for our iniquities : 
•* The chaftifement of our peace was upon him, and 
** with his llripes we are healed. All we like fheep 
" have gone allray: We have turned every one to 
** hiiown way, and the Lord hath laid on him the 
'* iniquity of us all. He was opprcfTed, and he was 
" affiifted, yet he opened not his mouth: He is 
•* brought as a lamb to the llaughter, and as a fheep 
** before her fhearers is dumb, fo he opened not his 
^* mouth. He was taken from prifcn and from judg- 
" ment ; and who (hall declare his generation ? For 
" he was cut off cut of the land of the living ; for 
•* the tranfgreffion of my people was he ^cken« 
*^* And he made his grave with the wicked, and with. 
•* the rich in his death, becaufe he had done no vio- 
** lecce, neither was any deceit in his mouth. Yet 
** it pleafed the Lord to bruife him, he hath put' 
•• him to grief: When thou fhalt make his foul an 
•* offering for iin, he fhall fee his feed, he fhall pro- 
*' lone his days, and the pleafure of the Lord Ihall 
•* prober in his hands. He ftiall fee of the, travail 
" of hi? fcul, and ihall be fatisiied : By his knowledge 
*• (hall my righteous fervant juftify many ; for he (hadl 
^ bear their iniquities. Therefore will I divide him 
«* a portion with the great, and he fhall divide the 
•' fpoil with the ftrong : Becaufe he hath poured out 
^* his foul unto death : and he was numbered with 
" the tranfgreflbrs ; and he bare the fm of many, and 
«* made interceffjon for the tranfgrcffors."* 
6. The teftimony of Jeremiah, Micah, Zechariah, 

and 
. • Iftiah liil.. 



( 53 ) ; 

and Malachi, are alfo corroborating evidences of Chriil 
and his coming into the world. " Behold the days 
** come, faith the Lord, that I will raife unto David 
*• a Righteous Branch, and a King fhall reign and 
" profper, and fhall execute judgnient and juftice in 
** the earth. In his days Judah Ihall be faved, and 
«* Ifrael ihall dwell fafely: And this is the name 
** whereby he ihall be called. The Lord oua 

** ~R4GHTBOUSNE8S.*** 

Micah, characterizes Chrifl, and points out the 
place of his birth.. *• But thou Bethlehem Ephratah, 
** though thou be little among the Thoufands of Ju- 
"* dah,. yet out of thee fhall he come forth unto me, 
** who is to be Ruler in Ifrael, whofe goings forth 
"-have been of old, from everlaAing.*'t 

Zechariah, fpecifies the price put upon him, and- 
his being deprived of life. " And I faid unto them, 
•• if ve think good, give me my price ; and if not, 
** forbeai". So they weighed for my price thirty 
•* pieces of lilver. And the Lord faid unto me, ca4 
♦* It unto the potter ; a goodly price that I was prif^ 
" ed at of them ! Awake, O fword, again ft my ihep- 
** herd, and againft the man that is my. fellow, faith 
** the Lord of Hofls : Smite the ihepherd, and thp 
" iheep ihall be fcattered/'J 

Malachi, the laft of the Prophets, predi6ls the 
Ibre-runner of Chrift, . the nearnefs of his approach, 
and wonderful efFeds. *« Behold, I will fend my 
** mefienger, and he ihall prepare the way before me^ 
" and the Lord whom ye ieekr ihall fuddenly come to 
** his temple, even the mefTenger of the covenant 
** whom ye delight in ; behold, he fhaU come, faith 
** the Lord of Hofts. But who may abide the day of 
** his coming? And who fhall fland when he ap- 
*• peareth ? For he is like a refiner's fire and like ful- 
•• ler's foap. And he ihall fit as a refiner nnd pu- 
** rifier of iilver : And he fhall purify the fons of 
'* Levi, and purge them as gold and iilver, that they 
E 3 ** may 

*' Jcr. xxiiL 6« 7*. f Mtcah v. st X ^c* >^ i'> '3^ 
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5i« may oiler unto the Lord an oiFering in rights- 
" oufnefs."» 

7. Thefe are the teflimonks of the Prophets con- 
cerning the LordJesus Christ. And being lite- 
rally accomplifhedin his birth, life and death, they 
carry in them as well a convincing proof of the truth 
and certainty of thofe antient prediftipns, as of the 
wonderful wifdom and fore- knowledge of God, who 
revealed them from the beginning of time, in a fu&- 
ceifiye. way to, and by, his fervants the Prophets. 

8. Now the names of the perfon in whom thefe 
early prediftions were fulfilled, are fuch as indicate a 
double capacity. A virgin conceiving and bearing 
a fon is literally expreifive of a nature and capacity 
correfponding with human kind. Accordingly, when 
the time was come for God to fend forth his fon, the 
circumflances refpeding the place of his birth, were 
fo difpofed, that though his parents refided at Naza- 
reth in Galilee, yet a general taxation obtaining, 
they were obliged in confequence thereof to repair to 
Bethlehem in Judea, the place predided by the Pro- 
phet for the coming forth of him who ihould be Ruler 
m IfraeK ** And fo it wa^, that, while they were 
** there, the days were accomplifhed that ihe fhould 
*« be delivered." f And as this unparallclled ex- 
traordinary affair was bat little underHood, and yet 
highly neceifary to be known, it was communicated 
to (hepherds who were watching their flocks by night. 
•* And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, 
** and the glory of the Lord fhone round about them, 
** and they were fore afraid*. And the angel faid 
** unto them, Fear not : Eor behold Lbring you good 
** tiding of great joy, which fhall be to all people. 
** For unto you is born this day, in the city of Da- 
** vid, a Saviour, which is Ca r i &t the Lo r d. And 
** fuddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
** the heavenly hoft, praifing God, and faying, Glo- 
" ry be to God in the higheft, and on earth peace^ 
** good will towards men," J 

9. Thus 
*Mtft]»iii. 3^. t Luke, ii. 6. { Luke/ii. 9; iO| ii| i3> H? 
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g. Thus was the Saviour tlve Lord Jesus Christ 
ulhered into the world. And as his conception was 
without the concurrence of man, fo, though he afTumed 
human nature, he did not partake of the carnal mind. 
But being conceived by the Holy Ghost, he wa« 
emphatically Ailed that ifoly thingy * and made like 
unto man in ^11 things, fin only excepted. His body 
was compofed of the fame materials with other men> 
and conliituted in the common way, being fubjeft to 
tlie calamities incident to life, and fuilained by the 
proviiJon prepared for mankind. His ibul was fpiri- 
t'ual, rational, and immortal; was principled with 
purity, and of extraordinary capacity: ** For God 
** gave not the fpirit by nieafure unto him,*' f 

10. And it being congruous to the deiiga of his 
coming to be made like unto men, that he might be 
*' a merciful and faithful high pried in things per* 
** taining to God, to make reconciliation for the 
** fins of the people ; J it was alfo necefTary that he 
ihould be greater than man, that he. might comport 
with the capacity of thofe with whom he had to do 
in the buiinefs of a mediator. For, as a mediator 
is not a mediator of one, and he being to mediate 
betwixt God and man, it was highly expedient that 
l»e ihould be equal to both. Accordingly, he is 
ililed, the mighty God^ the e-verlafting Father^ thd 
prince of peace ^ the great God, the true God, the Lordf 
the Lord of glory, God o<ver all, God manifeft in the 

fiejh. King of kings, and Lord of lords. Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end, the frft and the 
lajl, and the Almighty. 

11. Now thefe charafters infer a fuperiority over 
all creatures, and an equality with the Moil High. 
Agreeable to which, he fays, ** I and my Father are 
" one ;" § and, being •* in the form of God, thought 
** it not robbery to be equal with God."|| Hence 
being, one with and equal to Goo, the works of 
God are afcribed to him. " All things were made 

" by 

* l.uk^ i. 35* \ John, iii. 34. % Heb. li* 17. § John, x. 
30. \ Phil. ii. 6. 
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«* by hiiB, and without him was not any thing made 
*« that was made."* " For by him were all things 
*i/ created that ^ae in heaven, and that are in earth. 
*« viHUe and invifible, whether they be thrones, or 
** dominions, or principatities, or powers.** f 

By him Hkewife are all things liiftained. ** All 
** power (faith he) is given unto me in heaven and 
'' in earth ;**{ a con&quentiat effe£l of which is» 
that he " upholds (or governs) all things by the 
«* word of his power.**§ He fufbdns the weight of 
temporal and Q>iritual al¥air», in reference to time 
9jA eternity. AH things are committed unto him, 
ftnd he preiides over and takes cognizance of the. 
condud of every creature. The elements and ani- 
mals, the human body and rational powers^ of* men,. 
as they refpeft the things of this lile, are the fnbje^. 
of his natural fway. The immortal fbnl, moral qua- 
lities, and religious performances, are the objeds of 
Ki&eye, and the fobjefts of his moral rule. There- 
fore governing the whole, and being iHled King of 
kings, and prince of peace,, his government is cor^- 
refpondent thereto: " Thy throne, O God, is for 
** ever and ever : A fceptre* of righteouihei^ is thcL 
" fceptre of thy kingdom.?* ||. 

12. Now this ihfpe^on and government of all 
creatures infers his prefcience, his being prefent 
with, and comprehending all things^ Agreeable to* 
which, Peter being interrog;ated with, " loveftthou> 
«* me;**^** replied," Lord,,thoo feiioweft all things, 
** thott knoweft that I love thee : A nece^ry con-- 
fequence of which was, that *< he needed not that 
•* any fhonld teftify of man ; for he knew what was 
*< in man.*'f f And imiverfal kno\^' ledge, or iearch- 
ihg the heart in particular, being a prerogative pe- 
euliar to God, it was the privilege of Christ, as 
he was Go-D and man united ; and whidt, being 
iftf^arable from the connexion fobfifting betwixt his 

human: 

♦John, i. 3. f Col. i. 16. J Mat. xxvili. 18. § Heb. i.. 
3, II Heb^ i» &. •• Johnt > xxi. 17, ft Jekn, it, . 25. . 
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haoian dnd divine nature, it was as well his prero- 
gajtive after, as before his afcenfion. Confonant to 
which, when the heavens had received him, he faid, 
'' and all the churches fhall know that I am he who 
" fearcheth the reins and heart." * 

13. And foraimuch as omnifcience is an undenia- 
ble and incommunicable attribute of the Deity, and 
being predicated of Christ, it eftabli/hes the doc- 
trine of his divinity, and exhibits in a clear and 
ib-ong light, his title to an equal degree of honour 
and worihip with the Father ; equality of e/Tence and 
attributes inferring a proportionable right to all that 
is due to them, by whomioever they arc poffeft. And 
as the Father raifeth up the dead, and quickeneth 
them; even fo the fon quickeneth whom he will. 
For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed 
all judgment to the Son. *« That all men may ho- 
' ** nour the Son as they honour the Father." f More- 
over, it being a truth indifputably evident that wor- 
fliip is due to God as Creator, it is equally evident 
that it is the right of Christ Jesus on ^he fame 
account: For '* all things were made by him, and 
•* for him." t And to corroborate this evidence and 
afford full fatisfadion, it is added, <* and thou, 
'* Lord, (meaning Christ) in the beginning haft 
** laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens 
" are the works of thine hands."§ Hence it was, 
that when the Almighty manifeiled the MefCah, he 
(aid, <' Let all the angels of God worQiip him."|| 
And fupreme worfliip -being due to God only, he 
havfng no partner in this prerogative, it being pro- 
hibited by, ** Thou ihalt worfhip the Lord thy Gon, 
" and him only fhalt thou ferve;"** and the Al- 
mighty authoriiing our Lord to receive worihip by 
commanding the angels to give it, it infers an 
equality with the Father ; for ifc gi^veth not his glory 
to another. Thus did the Father communicate to 
mankind the true character of his Son, that they 
might be excited to adore him. 14. Neither 

*Rcv. ii. %%. t John, v. 23. JCol. i. 16. ^Heb.i. !©• 
JHeb. i. 6. ••Luke,iT. «. 
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14. Neither is evidence wanting of our Lor d's re- 
quiring the fame kind and degree of love from his 
creatures, which- is due to God. For feeing that the 
Father can be loved only above all other things, and 
other things for his fake ; Jefus faith, **- If any man 
** come to me and hate not his father, mother, wifcr 
•* children, brethren, fifters, and his own life alfor 
** he cannot be ray difciple,*** And "he that 
*< loveth thefe things more than me, is not worthy 
** of me,'* And if any man love not the Lord Jefus 
Chrifl, faith the Apoftk, " let him be Anathema- 
«* MaranathaJ't 

15. By him, Hkewife, will thie final condition of alT 
men be determined; ** fbr, we muft all appear be- 
*< fore the jndpnent feat of Chrift."t And be- 
judged according to his go^I txfkichr is preached to or 
(ev) in e<very creature^ by his fpirit, which enlightens 
every man coming inu the 'world, [j The iffue of which 
procedure will be, that, the law of Chrlft, being the 
Tufe^ of action and judgment, proportionable to the 

" tife or abufe of it, will the reward be ;, for he will 
give to every man according to hisi works. So wiU 
3ie righteous judge, pronounce the deciiive i^ntedce. 
Till which, and to aHhre us thereof, it i^ faid, 
** B^ehold, he cometh with clouds ; and every eye 
** fhall fee him, and they alfb who pierced him, 
'* aqd all the kindreds of the earth fhall wail becaufe 
^* of him: Even fo, Amen."^^ 

16. The heavenly hoft alfo, (alnts and arngels,, wko 
prafie with underftanding, join to celebrate fAi^ namct 
and afcribe to the Son equal honour and glory with 
the Father. And " I beheld (faith St. John) and I 
^« heard the voice of many angels rouna about the 
♦• throne, and the bealls, and the elders : And the 
** number of them was ten thoufand times ten thou- 
*< fand, and thoufands bf thoufands ; faying with a 
•** loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was (lain, 
<* to receive power, and riches, and wifdom, and 

" ftrength, 
'*• Luke, xiv. a6. f * Cor, xvi. 42. J Rom. xiv. 10. 
I Col. i, 23. H John, i. 9. *• Rev. i. 7, 
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** ftrengtily and honour, and glory and bteffing. 
*• And every creature which is m heaven, and on 
'* the earth, and under the earth, and fuch as are 
** in the Tea, and all that are in them, heard I, fay- 
** ing, Bleffing, and honour, and glory, and power, 
*^ be unto him thatfitteth upon the throne, and unto 
** the Lamb for ever and ever.*'* 

17. From thefe premifies ; from his being born of 
a virgin, and poiTefling ail the powers and properties 
of human nature, and iufhdning the chara^er of 
God, Creator, Preferver, Governor and Judge of all 
things ; which infer omnipoteney, omniprefence, and 
omnifcience ; and from his receiving equal honour, 
woHhip, and glory with the Father, it is evident 
that the per/on of the Saviour coniifts of the natures of 
God and man. Which natures, diHering from each 
other as finite does from infinite, the things aicribed 
to Chriil, are fuch, as cannot be the efiedl of one 
or the .other of them only. And as feme things are 
predicated of him as the efiedt of both natures adting 
in concert ; lb, other things, of each nature refpec- 
tively. The church being purchafed ivith the hhod of 
God, t evidences the death of his manhood, and 
indicates the concurrence of his godhead, which gave 
efficacy to his fuiFerings, in making them meritorious. 
And touching the things which concern each nature 
refpe£Uvely, it may fuffice to obferve, that creation 
being a work of omnipotence, it was incompatible 
with his human nature ; as, to be born of a virgin, 
was a contradtion inconfiftent with creator. 

18. But .for a fuller in veftigation of this -matter, 
and to prevent miilakes, inafmuch as the fcriptures 
teach things which concern the Lord Jefos in a three- 
fold capacity : Some things agreeing only with Ai- 
preme divinity; others, with a created being prior to 
his incarnation ; and others, with incarnation itfelf ; 
I (hall take notice of the time and manner of the ex- 
igence of what pertained to his manhood, and its 
union with the godhead, with the reafons for, and 
the good effedb of that union, in reference to the fal- 
vatiou of iinners. (2) i. And 

• Rev, V. II, iZ| 13, 14. t A6ls, xx. a8. 
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<2) I. Andfirft, that the foul of Chrifl didexift 
before he afTumed human nature, is to be inferred 
from fcripture teftimony. To which purpofe, John 
the Baptift is to be underftood when he tells us, 
** This was he of whom I (pake, that he who cometh 
" after me, is preferred before me, because he was 
«* before me." * As if he had faid, thoufi;h he came 
after me into the world, yet he exifted before me. 
And this I conceive is fpoken of his human foul, for- 
afmuch as it is faid, " He that cometh from above,"f 
which coming is inconiiflent with his divinity; for 
that being every where, is incapable of de(cending 
or afcending. A parallel paflage is, where our Lord, 
reprefents himfelf as the antitype of the manna in the 
wildernefs ; that as manna came down from heaven ~ 
for their fupport in the way to Canaan ; Chrift tells 
them. He was t/fs li'ving bread that came do«wn from 
heaven, X that they might eat and live for everw 
Now this refers to a local defcent of one who did exiH 
in heaven before he appeared on earth ; becaufe when 
(bme of his followers murmured at it as a hard fay- 
ing, he confirms it by its contrary, faying, ** What 
** if ye ihall fee the Son of man afcend where he was 
** before ?"§ And his afcent from earth to heaven 
being real, his defcent from heaven to earth was real 
alio; neither of which can coniift, with his divinity, 
and therefore are to be underftood oF his human fouh 
Another text which teaches the fame thing is this ; 
** I came forth from the Father, and am come into 
•* the world : Again, I leave the world, and goto the 
«< Father." || So Chrift having a real being in hea- 
ven iince he left the world ; he had as real a being 
there before he came into it. To the fame purpoie 
may be interpreted our Lord's Prayer ; ** I have glo- 
** rified thee on earth, and have iinifhed the work 
" thou gavell me to do. And now, O Father, glo- 
** rify thou me with thy own felf, with the glory I 
*• had with thee before the world began." •• As tiiis 

paiFage 
* John, i. 15. t John, iji. 31. t John, vi. ji. § John, 
vit 6%, U John, xvi. 28. ** John, zviu ^ 5. 
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pafiage aflcrts a pre-exiftence, it muft be of the hu- 
man foul ; becaufe it fpeaks of a reftoration to a glory 
formerly enjoyed, but parted with for a feafon, and 
afterwards defired ; and as a change of place, being di- 
veiled of glory, and re-a/Tuming it again are creature- 
adls, they are incompatible with lupreme divinity. 
A farther inilance of the fame kind is, where it is 
faid, " That though he was rich, yet for your fakes 
*' he became poor." • His being rich, I prefume, 
refers to a (late prior to his birth ; and his divine na- 
ture being incapabe of becoming poor, (for that ad- 
mits of no change) it fignifies his pre-exiflent foul, 
which by afTuming a body of flefti, became com- 
paratively poor, being deprived of the glories of hea- 
ven, (though not of holinefs) andefpccially, by a vo- 
luntary fubjedion to afHi6tive fcenes of life, and at 
lad by fuffering death upon the crofs. From thefe 
places it is evident, that Chrift defcended from hea- 
ven at his incarnation ; and his body having no place 
then prior to that, and it being impof&ble for his divinity 
to defcend and be contradked within the narrow fphere 
of a human body, I conclude it was his human foul, 
which exifted before his incarnation. 

2. It is obfervable, that his foul a/Tumed a human 
body and dwelt amongft men, for the Apoftle, when 
ihewing the infufHciency of the legal facrifices to take 
away fin, mentions the fufficieftcy of Chrift the great 
facnfice, faying, a body baft thou prepared me ; f and • 
in the tenth verfe he refolves the whole meritorious 
caufe of man's falvation into the offering of ChriJVs 
body once for alU Thus did, " God fencl forth his 
•* Son made of a woman, made under the law, to 
" redeem them who were under the law, that we 
" might receive the adoption of fofts.'*t 

3. The fcripture teaches, that this Jefus was united 
to, and one with the Father. Hence it is faid, 
'« that It pleafed the Father, that all fulnefs Ihould 
'« dwell in Chritl." § And that fulnefs was «* the 

F " fulnefs 
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4' fulnefs of th€ godhead bodily," • or ecally t that 
isy the Tupreme divinity dwelt in him, to iignify the 
clofenefs of the union, and the conftancy of the in- 
habitation of it. This union is afTerted by Chrift 
where he fays, ^^ if ye had known me, ye had known 
** my Father alfo." Upon hearing this, ** Philip 
** faith, Lordj fhew us the Father, and it fufficcth;" 
expeding that God was to be ieen in fome vifible 
form : But our Lord corrects this miilake by telling 
them^ it was a wonder that he had been fo long with 
them, and yet they wanted to fee the Father. ** He 
** that hath &en me, hath feen the Fatherf Ifo," f or 
all of God that can be feen : For Chrift was " the 
** brightnefs of his glory, and the exprefs image of 
** his perion," J and fo the n/ifihU image of the />vi- 
JthU God. To confirm which, he aifures them, that b 
clofe was the union, and ib intimate the relation, 
that they ought to believe, that ^^he was in the Fa- 
ther, and the Father in him." 

4* X ihall now aflign fome reaibns for this union. 
And firH, as phriit undertook to feek and fave -loft 
man, he became a man, *' for it behoved him to be 
** made like unto his brethren, that he might be a 
<^ mercifiil and faithful high prieft in things pertain- 
** ing to God, to make reconciliation for the ^s of 
** the people." § And being made like them, he has 
a fympathy with, and fellow-feeling of their wants; 
and having been tempted, he knows how to fucconr 
them who are tempted. Hence by putting himfelf 
into their circumflances, iin only excepted, he became 
a fuitable Saviour. And man by his fm% having ex- 
po%d himielf to the wrath of God, which threatened 
eternal death, ChriA became incarnate, that he might 
fuiFer that part of the penalty^ he could not others- 
wife have undergone : For fince it was a rule in the 
divine government, that *' without fhedd ing of blood 
*\ there (hould be no remifixon of iins;"J| therefore it 
was neceiTary that the Saviour fhould conform thereto, 

by 
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by dying ^or our fins, and by entering into hfeaven- 
with his own blood, ** to appear in the prefence of 
** God for us."* 

5.' A fecond rcafo» why Che mediator was God and 
Biaa united, was, that there might be a fufiicienc^ of 
merit conveyed to his fufferin^s, that his death might 
be of fufficient value as an atoning Sacrifice ^' for the 
•« fins of the whole world." f And that there was 
fuch a fufficiency of merit in the fufierings of Chrift, 
tbe fcriptitres teftify, when they tell us, that we 
*'• were not redeemed with corruptible things, as ill-' 
** vet ao^ goldr bat with> the precious blood of 
** Chrift; as ^ Iamb without blemifli and without 
** fpor." t ^^^ if it be afked whence this virtue 
was derived to the iuffeiings of Chrifl^ the Apoftk 
tells us when he ikys, <^ For if the blood of bolls, 
*' and of goats, and the aihes of an hei&r fbrinklinr 
** the unclean ferved to purify thdr fhtih ; nowmuch 
'< more ihall the blood of ChrfU, who chit>Qgh the 
^ eternal fpin% offered himfetf mthout fpot to God, 
** purge yom confclcnces from dead works to ferve 
"tSe living GoQ?'^§' Here the efficacy 6f Jlfe ^- 
fbriags, and its nreferablene^ to the legal faorifices 
are afcribed to the eternal (pirit, through which he 
ofered himfelf a facrifice to God. 

6* Now the inference to be drawn from the preced* 
ing part of this difcourfe, is, that the Saviour being' 
God and man united, he was well qualified to tranfa^ 
the bufinefs of a mediator, betwixt them. And hav^ 
ing paid their ranfom by the ihedding of his preeiouff 
blood, it is faid, that the '< oaring once toiade is 
** that pcrieft redemption,. propitiation, and fatis'fkc- 
** tion for all tke. fins of the whole worlds both ori- 
^ ginal and a6^nal ; and there is none other fatisfac- 
" tion for fin, but that alone." || With which tranf- 
a&ion, the Father was well pleafed, and became 
propitious to his creatures, willing to forgive their 
offences, and tq confer upon tl^em all the bleffings 
they are capable of receiving. 7. Hence 

^M>0 ix. %^ ft John, ii» «. t * Peter, i. ig^ 19; 
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7. Hence then as the fcriptures of the Old Telia- 
ment predi^ his coming, defcribe his fufFerings, and 
exhibit thereafon of it in his being ** cut oiF, but not 
•* for himfelf ;" • and the fcriptures of the New Tefta- 
nient aicribing falvation to his death, by hearing our 

fins in his o*wn hody upon the tree^ f being made k.iurfe 
far us /J I fay, the two Teftaments concurring to de- 
monftrate that this Jefus is the Saviour^ it infers that 
there neither is, nor need be, falvation in any other ; 
becaufe '' he faves unto the uttermoil all them who 
** come unto God by him."§ 

8. But to fet this matter in a clear point of view, 
let it be remembered that fin is practical enmity to 
God ; and by how much the Lord is excellent in all 
things, by ib much is fin aggravated in its nature 
and coniequences, efpecially when committed againft 
confcience; and known commands. Thefe circum* 
fiances fubjedl iinners to be beaten ^ith many flripes« 
And thefe, in fome degree, are common to all men, 
inafmuch as God ihews to, and gives every one power 
to chufe, that which is good : Confequently, if dif- 
obedient, they are inexcufable, and incapable^ bj 
any merit of their own, of eicaping his wrath, as 
die law once broken ^ can never, by them, be healed, 
much lefs when repeatedly fo. And all having £n<> 
ned, and thereby incurred the divine difpleafure,. it 
evidences tlie unhappy, helplefs, and dangerous con* 
dition of all. Hence being ingalphed in iin and 
mifery, guilt and fhame, how may a iinner be 
faved? The Apoftle's anfwcr is pertinent: ** There 
'' is one God, and one mediator betwixt God and 
*• men, the man ChriA Jefus, who gave himfelf a 
" ranfom for all,"|| by " tailing death for every 
«* man,"** and fo is " the Saviour of all men, but 
♦« efpepially of them that believe." ft 

9. Now if any other thing, whether ceaftng from 
outward evil, or doing good to the bodies or fouls of 
men ; . or performing moral or religious duties, or 

whatever 
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whatever elft is within the compsds of hmnan p<7wer9* 
were fufficient to atone for and take away £n, why 
does the fcriptore teach»> that there is Jali;^io^ in- 
none other ^Xh^t without Chriii lAte-can tkaotAirngf * \\a% 
no man cometb u the Ftubfr-but. ijbm, f an4 tk^t he 
is tbe Lamb of God tbdU taketb aw^- tbe Jins of tbf 
^orldPl Indeed to atone for pad fin, l^ ^reient rer 
pentance, or future reformation! is imjj^ffiblet f^er 
every perion being under obligation to i^rform 
p«rfed and perpetual obedience to the Aln^igi^tyv. 
there can be^ no works of fupererogation, nothing tp 
fpare when duty is difcharged wherewith to placate 
the Deity, or (atisfy for pall omiifions or pofitive of- 
fences. This being the cafe,, how abfurd,^ dange* 
rousy and delbudiive is the notion of depending on hu*. 
man performances for acceptance with God; the 
oppofing evil with good works, i that^the;ixferitof the 
one may take away the. demerit of the other. . fiut 
from paft fi^is, or future wrath by the ment oiworks, 
Jiallnofitfi} lilting be/aved^^ For (faith the ApplUe),, 
if righteoufnefs come by the law»»^' then Chrift is 
dead in vain.-'|t Ox, ^^ ifalawhad been gtvea 
whch could heve g^ven life, . verily righteou&ef^ 
ihouldhave^beea by the.law." And to ihew that 
it is notibyhe adds, '' But the fcripture has con-^ 
** cludf^d all under fm, that the prowfe* by. faith of- 
** Jefus Chrift might be giyen to them that, he? 
•*- lieve." *• This, then, is as clear as the ihi^iing^ 
of the fun at.noon-day, that thereis no falvatioii bm by 
Jefus Chrifl; and that«HCcoffding tp thct. teflimqny of 
men, as well^u the declaration of fcripture,^' They^ 
^' are to be had acctirred diat prefum^ to fay» that 
•* every n\an ihall.be faved by the law- or fedl which- 
^* he profefleth ; ferthat he be diligent to fraja^e his 
'* life according to that law» an4 the light of nature* 
**- For holy fcripture doth fet out to us only the 
** name of Jeius. Chrift,. whe«eby. me^. may be- 
•* faved-"tt 

F J. H; Let 
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K. iLet asnow'confider the Salvation which is ifl 
Christ Jesus. 

i. '»And by falvatiOAy it is probable, the apoftle 
primarily hi tends the Saviour himfelf ; his fufficiency, 
power, or ability K>.fave ; which interpretation is in- 
ferable from the context, and which oeing a repeti- 
tion of the text in different words, is explicatory of 
it. *<^ There is (faith he) none other name under 
" heaven given among men whereby we muft be 
.'* feved."* Which is, as if he had faid, there is no 
'^thier Saviouf, none that can deliver but the Lord 
Jefiw Chrift, 

2. Now falvation, in this refpeft, is refolveable 
into two particulars. Firft, the merit ; and fecond- 
ly, thefpiritof Chrift. 

3. And it is certain^ that all merit is in Chrift; 
that he alone by his paflion procured all the good 
things which the Almighty vouchiafes to any creature 
of human kind. For all men having finned, and 
thereby rendered themfelves obnoxious to God's dif- 
pleafure, it is impoffible for any creature to merit the 
kail degree offalvation from him. Wherefore (man*a 
cafe requiring it) it pleafed God to depute his Son to 
do that which otherwiie could not be done, viz. To 
make reconciliation for the fins of the people. \ Hence 
the Saviour is defcribed as the great high-prieft of 
ow profeflion, who laid down his life as an atonement 
for the fins of men, and intercedes for them in virtue 
of that fatisfadion ; for the priefts under the law offer- 
inggifts and fkcrifices to atone for fin ; Chriftas aprieft 
is laid to " love us and give himfelf for us,, an o^r- 
*< ing and a facrifice to God for a ^eet fmelling fa- 
** vour.**t And being an atoning prieft, he inter- 
cedes for us in virtue of that atonement ; for '< he who 
«* bore the fin of many, made interceffion for the 
•* tranfgreflbrs," % and fo is able to fave them to the 
uttermoft who come unto God by him, feeing he ever 
lives to make interceiTion for them. And the manner 

in 
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in wHichj it is probable, this is doiid, i^, he pleacfc 
the merit of his fuiFerings before the Father, as a rea-r, 
fon why mercy and grace fhould be given to finners. 
In other places he is reprefented as offering up the 
prayers of faints with much incenfe, which Ihadows 
forth the fufficiency of his interceffion, in giving* 
amiablenefs and acceptance to the perfons and fer- 
vices- of faints, who are accepted in the beloved. * 

4. The death of Chrift then being the meritorious^ 
ciufe of falvation, the fpiritof Chrift is the efficient] 
caufe thereof. For falvation being of a fpiritual na- 
ture, and a prefent as well as fttnre thing, it-rcr 
quires a fpiritual agent to effeft it. The Holy Ghoft 
(which is the ipirit of Chrift) is that agent ; it is by 
him alone that falvation is wrought in the hearts o^ 
the children of men» Hence he is^ filled the fpirit 
of truth to convince of fin, deteA error, and guide 
in the right way j the fpirit of grace to afEft in fup- 
plicating God ; the fpirit of adoption to initiate into 
the favour, and to evidence that we belong to the 
family of God ; the fpirit that renews, ftrengthens, 
comforts^ and whofe fruit is in all goodnefs^ righte- 
ou/ne/sy and truth, ^ 

5,. Wherefore, fin having blinded the minds of 
men, they are dark and undifcerning, knowing 
neither their difeaib nor cure ; they fee not that they 
are in a fallen ftate^ children of wrath, and heirs of 
hell. Yea, fb great is the wor*/ infatuation of men, 
that they miftake the true nature of things, calling 
evil good, and good evil, whereby evil is preferred 
and embraced, and good, even falvation, is mifun- 
derftood, defpifed, and negle6ted. To remove this 
blindnefs, and its fatal effeds, Chrift promifed to 
fend the Holy Ghoft, to " convince the world of 
** fin, righteoufnefs, and judgment." f According- 
ly, in fulfilling this promife to every age, and to the 
individuals of cvtry nation (for the faving grace of 
God appears to all men,) % he, by the irradiating rays 
of his fpirit, with or without the inflrumentality 
of his word and ordinances, fo enlightens and informs 

the 
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tfie auuida of men, as to give a fenfe of fin, an apf- 
prehenfion of danger, and a. conviction of tWr own 
infufiiciency. to atone for,, and take away fin : TKf; ef- 
fe^ of which is^ that by difoovering the guilty, de- 
formed date, and extreme danger of the foul, he. 
faves them from ignorance, pride and vain-glory. . 
And being by this: conviction, cut off from all hope 
of faving themfeives by any merit of their own, the^ 
fame fpirit afiiils in believing that help is laid iippn 
one that is mighty for them^t that ** jpCus Chriil i& 
^ exalted to be a Prince and Saviour, tog^verepen- 
«( tance.and remifiioo of fins j"||>. which,, as it pre-r 
iierve^ from deipair,. fo it encourages and excites them- 
to .trail in Chrilt ;- when the Holy Spirit takes of^ the* 
things of Chriil, . and reveals them to the foul. 

6. And hence, as iSie fpirit of».God juitifies by ap— 
pjying to the guilty confcience. the benefits of ChriftV 
death, in pardpn and peace, he alfo ieals our adop- 
tion of God by " bearing witncfs with, our fpiri^ 
" that we are the. children of God."* And by a* 
fai'ther iniUnce of his office and efficacy, .he faves the' 
ibul ^om every finful temper and afieC^ion ; and con- 
fiitutes it anew, forming Chrift in it, in righteout- 
aefs and true holineis, ^Ifs hopp^ of glory, f And to per- 
petuate and perfect the faivation procured for, and 
conferred upon niienj Chriil. by the fpixit preierveth 
his faints; for they are^ kept by his p^^er through.- 
faith uttto fal<vationtX unto that faivation which l^e 
foul will witoefs at death in deliverance from the 
body and this fublunary world ; and to th^ body, at 
the refurre£tion, to eternal life: ** For if the ipiric : 
«* of him who raifed up Jefus from the dea4> dwell 
^^ in you, he who. raifed up Chriil from the dead». 
« fhall alio quicken your mortal bodies by his fpirit- 
> «<. that dwelleth in )K>a."§ 

I fhall now x:onclii^e with fbme practical ufe of this - 
doCtrine. 

i« And firfl, if ^ there be faivation in none other, 

what 
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what will Atheifis and Deijlsy do ? The one confelUng; 
no God, and the other .denying his word. Thefe 
fubterfuges will do nothing in the hour of death, and 
day of ju<Igment : As the one is contrary* to the evi- 
dence of fenfe, and tlie other to that of the under- 
ftanding. Now heaven and earth being objefts 
of fenfe, if the Atheift's mind was not darkened 'to 
the lafl degree, he would find a demonftration of a 
Deity in them : For however in fufficient the works of 
creation and providence are to difcover what God />, 
yet they foificiently (hew, that there is a God, Thefe 
monuments of majefty, the earth and heavfens, with 
all their fhining hofts, cannot be the eifcft of chance 
and non-exiftence. Nor can day and night, Tummer 
and winter, with the ten thoufand things which de- 
pend on them, be the refult o^ what is fafliionably 
termed Fate \ which, with the Atheift, is a non-entity y 
a fenfelefs nothing. 

2. And furely the Atheift, though otherwife an 
unbeliever, is a volunteer in faith, if he believe that 
the things which are now, always werej or, if once. 
they were not, that they gave birth to themfeves, and- 
fo nothing produced fomething. And, if they always 
did, they always will exifl \ or, if they gave being to' 
themfelves, they are able to dilTolve themfelves, and 
return to their primitive nothing. But if the world' 
be not eternal, nor could give being to itfelf,« it in- 
fers a Deinr, the creator and preserver of all things. 
Let the unbeliever then truft the evidence of his fenfes ' 
touching things temporal, and believe, that as they 
could not create themfelves, (o there is a iit^i cauie, 
a God, to whom as creator every creature of human 
kind 18 accountable, and from whom they will receive' 
the reward of well or ill doing. For, all things be- 
ing made for, and miniftering to man's wants and 
welfare ; (which it is evident enough they do) it is 
hard to conceive that all this (hould be for the poor 
exigence of a few years, without any re(peft to a fu-^- 
ture ftate. As fuch, let the Atheift who denies a 
Deity, and therewith theimmortality of man, conftder» 

thati 
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rhat, If at death, inftead of annihilation and' noiV' 
exigence, that fpark. of intelligence the foul, whichi 
now enables him to think and afl, furvives the body : 
How furprifed'will it be, when its exiiience becomes- 
more fenfiblc, by having ihook oiF the cumbrous load 
of a frail carcafs, and ftanding difengaged from mat- 
ter, and whatever niay hinder its motion^ and being 
afted upon, and having fuch fenfations of a ftate of 
alienation from God's favour and image, and enmity 
to him, as will render it completely miferabl«« 

3. And all^ external things carrying in them the* 
cyidenceof wlfdpm, £reatn%,_and gQod^efs in thrir 
creator, which the various order every wjiere pbfenr* 
able-, the immenfenefs of master, and the ufefulaefs of: 
the whole* fufficiently declare : A faithful refleiaiottit 
<W» the fuppofcable tiine of t|ieir I^egimiinig to exift»- 
aided by .a contemplation of them ai thi^g3 which* 
Have remained amidfl many viciiCtodes, and a ferioua. 
coniideratioa of- what will be when time is no mo^e,- 
may give i>ew ideiw^ to* a- denier of the Deity. It 
loav cQ&tnbat;9^,(o.^ji:p$l th^^Ji^rat^lir^g fbllyAvhiob^ 
if the eiFed of finful nature, increaibd, by bad eda* 
cation, and: qonfinned .by corrupt tonv^esA/tyogk aaai at 
rpfufal of the grace of God, If then the Athcift will> 
qonfuh his own interefl, let him with the Deiftbe^ 
lieve tha« there is one God ; which h^ has, evidence: 
enougl^ for, and reafon fufficient to do;, and. which 
will be one il:q> towiud commencing chriiHin, in re- 
ceivingjhej falvation which is in ChiiO: Jiefas, with: 
fi||ernaT glory. . 

* 4. Let the pesfi alfo, who believes that there is 
Oike God, CQ^iider -whether men are iiich as.a hc^y^. 
wife, and good God made them; anfl whether he: 
who is the^authpr of their beings and daily benefac-- 
tor, is fo ferved by them* as he ought to be. Andir 
the Almighty govern^ the world by a law which is 
according tQth^ naturei reafon, andEtnefs of things,, 
and extends to the individuals of mankind ; and 
Qkligis them to fear, love, praife, aad delight in 
Qod ; to b& (obu aad temfwiate. in.theufe: of God's. 
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taseatures ; and by reafon of the m\itu5l relation fuV 
fifting amongft men, to forbear all hollile, injurious 
aAs, and to promote as much as i|i them lies, the 
profperity of each other in refpeft of foul, body, and 
.eftate. I .fay, if the governor of the world by the law 
of nature, independant on revelation, oblige his crea- 
tures to obey him, preferve themfelves, and be fub- 
fervient to the happinefs of ^each other : What if 
they -fail in point of performance? Are they able to 
reconcile themfelves to fo holy and juft a God, after 
haying offended him? That they can, is far from 
being certain. For^ every law having a fandion, a 
reward for the keepers, and a punilhmcnt for the 
iM-eakers of it; the law of nature, if violated by man^ 
will be found as exadl in this as any other; becaufe 
the a6t of violation^ (if nature be puie and holy as 
.the Deift believes) is as contr^y to nature as it is to 
God againft whom it is committed : The natural con- 
Icquence of which is, that when nature is oppofed, 
the author of nature is offended: And, if other per- 
fons be injured by it, then k is a fm againft nature, 
God, and mankind aifo. In which cafe, what facri- 
iice can a finner hringi to atone for his fin ? Confef- 
fion of, and contrition for fin, are not an equivalent 
for crimes committed. They neither undo, nor 
atone for what is done; fo the fin remains. But juf^ 
•tice for the breach of the law mull be fatisfied, as 
well to fupport the authority of the lawgiver, as to 
punifh the author of the violation : Whicn can only 
be by inflicting a proportionable punilhment on the 
Dffender, or by its oeing transferred to and borne by 
another for him. And if the Deiil will not have a 
.fnbftitute, will not be faved by the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
he muft bear the punilhmeht of his own fin, which 
will certainly end in his utter ruia, 

5. But if nature be principled with a propenfion 
to every pradlical evil, which perfonal experience, 
and almoU univerfal pradice prove; is it not moft 
reafonable to confider man as a finful, guilty, help- 
lefs creature, and who needs better aififtance than his 

own. 
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own, to fave him. And as a counterpoize to man's 
condition as a iinner, let him believe on him whofe 
coming was foretold by the prophets, and whofe birth, 
Jife, and death exaftly correfponded with the predic- 
tions which went before concerning him, and which 
were never accompliflied in any other perfon but him- 
felf ; and were attended with fuch circumftances as 
were fufficient evidences to all well-difpofed enqui-** 
rers after truth, of his being the Meffiah, who ftiould 
come into the world. 

6. And let fuch as reject the fcriptures, and con- 
fequently Chrift Jefus as a Saviour, confider, whether 
they can iind any other account, which contains fuch 
a feries of things as have been iince the world began, 
fo well attefted, and fo clear and confident in its de- 
fcriptions of men as finners, and as under a neceflity 
of being faved by facrifice* And though the facri- 
fices were for a feafon of inferior creature^, and but 
types of the great facrifice to be offered once for all ; 
yet, as they had relpe^l to that, they were accepted ; 
whereby the fincere offerers were freed from their of- 
fences, and treated as though they had not oJFended. 
And atonement for fin by the merit of Chrifl's death, 
and deliverance from it by his fpirit, being excel- 
lently adapted to do them, good, by qualifying them 
to ferve God in a way agreeable to himfelf and the 
£rfl inflitutlon ; it is more confident with man's con- 
dition as a finner, than depending on his own merits, 
or the mercy of God without a mediator ; becaufe, 
the wickednefs of man is fuch, as renders it incom- 
patible with a right notion of God to believe that it 
ifl agreeable to him, or can be expiated by any merit 
of a man's own, or will be forgiven without fatif- 
faction from a fubilitute. And, falvation bei«g of 
great and univerfal concernment, none through pre- 
judice, perverfnefs, or indifferency, fhould omit any 
thing which may conduce to promote it. If then 
the Deift will fearch the fcriptures and prove himfelf 
by them, he may find more fin in himfelf than he 
can atone for; and which, if it remains untaken 
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mwayt will render him unhappy for ever. Moreover, 
if he did but know the true Hate of man ; bis con- 
trariety to God in the darlovfs of his underftanding 
in things ipiritual, and the' corruption of his will, 
in embracing forbidden obje^ and preferring them 
before God the chief good ; was he but fenfible of 
his ibre diforder of foid, and how incurable it is by 
any ability of his own, he would readily embrace the 
glad tidings of a Saviour, and imbibe the falvation 
purchafed for him. He would open his heart to re- 
ceive the precious bleffing of pardon and peace ; and 
would witnefs that fpiritual intercourfe betwixt God 
and the ibul, with its con^eqaent comfort and fvreet 
interchange, the jhix and renux of the foul in receiv- 
ing divine light, love, power, &c, and returning 
them to God in gratitude and univerfal obedience, 
i^ more valuable than all earthly things, affords full 
fatisfadion, and opens ^ bright proiped); of a ble£ed 
eternity* 

7, But if there be falvation in none other, how far 
do the Socinians and Avians afcribe falvation to 
Chrift? It is faid, <* Socinus was a man of a narrow 
** throat, and could not (wallow myfteries." It may. 
with as much propriety be faid, that he had low con- 
ceptions of Chrift Jefus, as he placed him on a lev^l 
with other men, affirming him to be but & mart man. 
Herein they di^er as well from the Arians as from 
the Orthodox. Yet how his being but a man, can 
sigree with the perfon in whom alone is falvation, is 
not eafy to conceive. And they allowing him no 
being before his birth of the virgin, it is not flrange 
that they make little account of his merit and fpi- 
rit. But his having no being till he was born, will 
but ill comport with, " All things were made by 
** him, and without him was not any thing made 
" that was made:"* And, ** that he was before all 
" things, and by him all things confift:"t For the 
world having been about 4000 yearjs when our Lord 
was bom, if he made it (which is the one literal 
G obvious 

* John, i. 3. t Col. i. 17. 



( 74 ) 

obvious fimfe of thefe words) ke muft have a beinj; 
oeforeie, as die eHMt cannot be he§9te the canfe. 
How £^fe dittn the notion, hovi^ coatraiy to ^e let- 
ter as well as ienfe of ibiptaro, is a denial of the 
pre-exiftence of Chiift. And- as Socif&ianifin fails in 
the grand fondaaiental point, it dieferves no farther 
confutation : And they and the ^Wiaiis agreeing in 
moft other things, the fame may foffice for both. 

S. The Arians dtlfer from the Socinians, as they 
dignify our Lord with a more divine chata&ep, vt^ 
presenting him inferior to the 'Father only, and ^pe- 
rior to all other creatures ; affirming him to be berore 
all diingSy and the greateft meflenger the Almighty 
ever mi^e ufe of. Now this is true^ in ref^ieft i^ his 
created ibul, (for his body wa^ not beftw rite world 
be^^) which afierwanis a^med a body of flefh, in 
which fenfe he was inierior to the Father, and might 
truly fay, ^y Father is gre^^sr ikan I, Eut bei^g 
itiled God^ the mighty Gody the true God, and Gcd 
tFver ally one *wifh the Father y and equal ivitb G^d^ 
and one in nvhom thefulneft of the Godhead dnvellt ; anJ 
hawing creationj pre/er'vationy government, judgement^ 
and every fwork and attribute of the Almighty a(cribed 
to him in the feripture : And thefe being titles and 
dungs which agree with none in dignity Jefs than the 
iupreme Deity, he is both God and man in one 
Chrtft; by which he (lands diftinguifiied from all 
other beings both in heaven and earth, poiieffin<g 
both the natures of God and man : And therefore 19 
with the bigheft propriety represented under the in- 
comparable epithets of " Alpha and Omega, the be- 
*' ginning and the ending, faith the Lord, which is, 
" and was, and is to come, the Almighty."* 

9. Moreover, he is charaderized the Saviwry who- 
died for the fins of the whole world ; and to whom 
alone it is owing that finners find fbrgtvenefs, he 
being the one Lamb of God whofe *^ blood cleanfes 
" from all fin."t Wherefore, though the union 
betwixt the Father and the Son be an inexplicable 

myftery, 
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nyftery, a matter too high for human conception ; 
yet it being exprefly faid, ikat there is fakfation in 
none otif^y it ihoiild hare f^fficient weight with all 
^meoL to dtetennine them in favour of it, and reconcile 
them to a dependence on Chriil, fappofes a finful^ 

foilty, helpleds ilaie ; for to depend on him without 
nqwing the wast of him as a Saviour, is not a fcrip- 
toral dependence, does not imply a believing unto 
falvation. 

10. '1 » true, he gives the form of knowledge in 
fas wcM-d, land fo i^jcdavely £nres from ifnorance 
uttAerroras a|rrqrfiet;«l3at being a prieft who of- 
fered himfelf a* fiieii&e lor &xkf be jnim be bHiared 
oa in that refped, !that pardon inay be obtained 
tlweiighhis name* and grace to belf^th tinte tf need, * 
Now Whoever believes the ibriptures, iwhich the. 
SocOkiaiH and Anans profefs to do, and yet refnle 
their afihnt to, and de|KindenQe on him for theib 
things, are perverfly blind, and moil defperately wc- 
^(e thibiriicniils 4o thfe dan;^ of hdl-£reL For, liip- 
pofti^ (iMK granting.) that the Son is in^aior to the 
rather in -every re^e^'; yet as it pleufid iixe Father 
ii> reconcik ^ things t9 hia^elf^ hy Jefus Chrift, f and 
'•rdained him the fi>uTee«f ail fparitaal bkffings, and 
made a fteUa»ce on has merit and ^rit necefiuy to 
falvation ; (which whoever believe the feriptures mufb 
allow, ^ (hey have no meaalng which can be de- 
pended em) dten tholfe who refnfe to depend on him, 
renottnoe their allegi»tce to God, and muft exped: to 
be deaibt with as d^erate rebels againft the method 
preA:ribod for iavhug immortsl fools. 

1 1 . Neither does it become wife men to treat thofe 
ibripttires lightly which lay &> great ftrefs on a recep- 
tion of the Holy Sfmit as necdTary to coaftitute the 
chnftian, to <|iiaiify him tx> &rve God» and form a 
motinefs foor his overlaying kangdom. And if a re- 
ception of the Holy Ghoft, be abfoluiOely aeceflory 
for a dtie.difchavge of tboie duties, which a Being of 
tfifiBite wi£iam» jiifticey and goochiefs rei{iuires ; is it 

G a wiidom 
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wifdom to be confident that man, (except made fa hj 
Chrift) is born with primitive pnrity ? Rather, fliould 
not the i^rian renounce his belief of the purity of 
roan's nature, that h« may ha\/« part in the new birth 
from above f For, whoever fubmtts his judgment to 
the word of God» rnnli difcem and believe, that the 
doftrine of the iecond birth proceeds upon the finful 
flate of a man's mind, which cannot otherwife be re- 
lieved ; becaufe human efforts, without divine con- 
currence, cannot change the quality of fpirit from 
evil to good. Let it be remembered thes, that there 
is falvation in none other | tliat there is no merit but 
in Chrill, and that froin him alone we can receive 
the fbrgivenefs of fins, the holy fpirit, and be made 
partakers of everlafting life. And that, in confe- 
quence of his being the Saviour, he will judge the 
human race, and determine every man's cx>mlitioa 
according to the ufe or abufe which is made of the 
benefits of his pafiion. 

12. Again ; if Jefus Chrift be the one Saviour, 
ihould not the Paftfi likewife underltand and believe, 
that all merit is in Chrift,, and -that his blood alone 
cleanfu,from all Jin f And feeing there neither is, nor 
need be falvation in any other, it is derogatory to 
Chrift to afcribe falvation in part or whole to the 
merits of any other perfon or performance of what- 
foever kind it be ; and that, adding the merit of o- 
ther things to the merits of Chrift, in order to provide 
more fnfticiently againft tlie demerit of fin, is a me- 
thod much better calculated to render ineffefbial the 
merits of Chrift, than to aifift them in the bofinefs of 
falvation. For why fhoold any thing be added to 
that which is already perfed and fufficient for the 
purpofe for which it was defigned ? Such is the merit 
of Chrift. And as the Romans have not receded 
from the dodirine of the divinity of Chrift, fuch it 
fhould be efteemed of them. As fuch, being God 
and man, the facrifice he once offered was equiralent 
to the juftice of God, and commenfurate to the fins of 
the whole world ; and fo renders all addition not only 

fuperfluous 
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taper9mm but dftngeroias : Becaiife if tny tkahg be ad* 

ded wkkh is not i«^uir«d9 it will net only he m|eft-» 
9d, but may alfo render the mexk of Chiift, io far 
as it is iifed ine^&ial, Ibr want of repofing entire 
ooAMeace ift it« as it is imrea^able to ia]^>ole, God 
will accept a part for tfee whole. In point of merit 
then, 90tlii.ng is to be depended on but the death of 
Chr^ ; w^icb was &ti£&£bry to God as tai atone^ 
ment for fin, and for prQcuring every tetsporal, ipi-« 
ritual, and eternal good thing. 

13. And as teuching the dodtinc of Inunefiony 
it is fo clearly revealed, that it is wondcfrful how it 
ever was millaken, by any who pretend to make the 
fcriptures their- rule in judging of matters religious. 
'^ For there is (iaith the ApofUe) one God and one 
*■* Mediator between God and men^ die man Chrift 
*< Jefiis.'' t As to the mediation of £iints and an- 
gels, it is certainly as well an nnrea&nable as an un« 
fcriptoral thing. For how can beings circumfcribed 
within certain bcMinds (for fe we muft conceive of e- 
very creature) be the mediators of many I Can the 
Vifgia Mary, who is not omni-'prefent, near the pe- 
titions of millions fcattered over the £u:e of the eardi f 
Whofoeyer believes this is a volimteer m laith ! But if 
fbe cannot receive petitions, how can ihe preient them ? 
is it not ftrange then* that ihe (bould be preiTed into 
the fervice of iaterceffioBi wKp is not proportioned to 
it. And this is as true of all other general intercef- 
fors, whether fiunts or angels, of the Romiih Chutch.. 
As they caonot be }>refent with all who petition them, 
there is- no poiSbility of having their caufe pleaded 
by them* It is evident then, that as Chrlft's death 
on earth alone procured falvaticm for men, in heaven 
he is there onie only inti^rceder : And his interceffion^ 
is fueh 2A rendetis aU others uoneceflary ; for bein^ 
God and nvan, he is evjrry wlwre and hears and pre- 
fents the petitions of all. who pray to him. 

14. And, to aflift in the uie of his mediation, he 
iends his fpirit to help the infirmities of his^ followers, 
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and to plead with hlmfelfy and in his name with the 
Father for them ; whidi fpirit, proceeding from the 
Father and the Son, acknowledgeth no other objedr 
of prayer ; and God <* who fearcheth the heart, 
** know€ththe mind of the fpirit, becaufe he maketk 
" ihterceflion for the faints according to the will of 
** God^"f Chrift then interceding in heaven for 
them, and in their hearts by his fpirit, other inter- 
ceflbrs the fcripture knoweth not; and whoever uieth 
another, either prayeth not by the fpirity or derogates 
from Chrift, wnoie office it is to intercede for the 
fouls for whom he died, being the one Great High 
Prieft who is entered into heaven, to appear in the 
prefence; of Gbd'for them. 

L5. So Chrift having atoned and intercedes for 
mankind, he faves all who come an to God by him. 
His merit faves as an atonement, and his fpirit as an ' 
internal cleanfer ; for << he loved the church and gave 
** himfelf for it : That he might fandify and cleanfe 
" it with the wafhing of w^ter, by the word, that 
•' he. might prefcnt it to himfelf a glorious church, 
** not having fpot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing ;: 
** but that it fhoold be holy, and without blemiih." ♦ 
How needlefs a thing then is Purgatory f For if iir 
this life there is a nvafiiitig of* regeneration^ and rene*w~ 
tug of the Holy Ghofi ; f and if faints may be pre/ented 
perfea in Chrift Je/usj J what need is there of any 
purgation in the life to come ? And, if the thief upog: 
the crofs, had, on bis believing, a promife of being 
that day with Chrift in paradife, if be paffed through 
purgatory; his ftay was very fliort; but it feems he 
went immediately from earth to heaven. Now, if 
any believer (and what have others to do with hea- • 
ven ?) needed purgatory he did, as he had but little 
time for fpiritual improvement ; but Chrift's merit 
and fpirit fufficiently faved him from fin, and pre- 
pared him for glory. 

16^ And as purgatory is needlefs, fo the belief of 

it 
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it is dangerous: For while they think of their 
fin by foSering its pains, it may tempt them ta 
live in, and negle6b ulvation from iin in this life ; 
which how detrimental to, and dangerous it may be 
to do, may be inferred from the Apoftle*s interroga- 
tory, " How fliall we efcape if we negleft fo great 
*^ falvation ?" Befides, whoever will examine (crip- 
ture, and thofe places in particular on which purga- 
tory is founded, will find that the words have not 
that meaning. How poor a refuge then will purga- 
tory be to thofe who die in their fins ! Alas, if. 
without holinefs no man fhall fee the Lord, what 
miftaken fouls are they who dream of the virtue of a. 
place which only exiUs in the minds of deluded 
mortals. 

17. But if the belief and necefSjy of purgatory 
principally proceed upon the dodlrine of dying in fin . 
unrepented of, or unforgiven, for which the foul is 
to fufTer for a feafon ; and if that be the only reafon 
why it is denied an immediate admittance into heaven, 
it infers that the foul is holy in the quality of it : 
But, how can a fpirit freed from originial fin^ be 
doomed to, and dwell in a place, the punifhment of 
which differs little from hell, except in. the duration 
of it ? Surely the light and love and other heavenly 
powers, which are the conftitutional and infeparable 
properties of holy fouls, cannot be damned, though 
It be but for a time.. Let the Papids then repofe en- 
tire confidence in Chrift ; for in him alone is falva- 
tion. Let them depend on his merit only for ac- 
ceptance, and on his fpirit for internal purity. Thefe 
are fufficient, and fupercede the necefiity and ufe of 
all other meriting and efficient caufe of falvation. 
They reconcile and conform the foul to God ; which 
is the ground and root of all perfeft and acceptable 
obedience, and expe£tation of eternal life. 

18. Farther; If there be falvation in none other, 
then let the Antinomian abound in the belief of Chrift's 
meritorious death ;. for other foundation can no man lay 
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than Jf/us Chnfty * on whom was laid die imquttUi 
of us ait I and who once appeared to put a<WAy Jin by 
th facrifice of bimfelf \ This is the ranibm which 
was given for many. And the Antinonadan confider- 
ing Chrift's paihon as the procuring cauTe of all be- 
nents^ to preferve a confiftengr, ^nd make fiill Pfoof 
of the efficacy of h'.s merit, , faithfiljiefs to his firirit 
as the efficient caufe of falvatioa, \& e^uaily neceffary. 
By this only can the good cffijftsof his death in par- 
don, holinefs, and heaven be obtained. Bat the 
'** Antinomian^ imputation of Chrift's hoEnefs, the 
*« being holy in him, and unholy in themfelycs,*' 
is fo Contrary ta the way of Chrift's ^irit in applying 
the benefits of his death, as too plainly indicates ^a 
great infenfibility of his operation on the heart in 
what th^ fcripti^ a&ribes to htm* And, is fo far 
from being fufHaent, tbat it renders Chri^ as a Sa- 
viour, in that refpeft, wholly ineffeAual: For if 
Chrift be not formed in the heart m holinefs by l^e 
renewing of the holy ipirit, man is refrobate^X \% as 
filver which will not endu^re the triaU All the holi" 
nefs in heaven, imputed only, cannot nuke a foul 
holy ; nothing but holinefs wroi^ght into the cooitita^ 
tion of the foul, will anfwer that pujppofe. Indeed 
to impute holinefs to another is an impoiEble things 
becauie holinefs is a perfonal quiUity inhering in the 
fubftance of the foul. Hence Chrift, by reafon of his • 
native holinefs, was properly ftiled thait holy thing. But 
how can the bolineii which 4welti» him be imputed to 
another f In no wife, becaufe imputacion ha« nothing to 
do where a real change \% to be made. Man's want of 
holinefs confifls in the finful diipoiition of has mind. 
Can that want be fupplied by imputing any thin^ 
that does not take it away and form a contrary quali- 
ty ; No. All imputation which does not make a real 
change from evil to good, leaves the foul in the fame 
condition wherein it found it. On the contrary, as 
the foul is a fpiritual perfonal fubflance, it is the na- 
tural image of God; aqd holincls inhering in it, 
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is a perfonal quality, arid the moral image of God. 
And thus only can a fpirit be holy, which fhews the 
abfurdity and impoflibility of being holy in Chrift 
and unholy in ourfelves. Whoever they are then, 
who do not obtain true holinefs* of heart here, muft 
be content to dwell with devils hereafter ; for ** with* 
*' out holinefs fhall no man fee the Lord." f 

19. A fecond article 6f the Antinoroian creed is, 
«* The imputed righteoufnefs of Chrill's life and con- 
*« verfation." This is warmly contended for by 
thofe who hold the imputation of his holinefs ; for 
that beine to fupply the place of inward purity, this 
is to be milead of praflical obedience. And this is 
not only held by thofe who deny internal holinefs, 
but by fome who allow the neceiTity of it. But as 
imputed holinefs is an impoffible thing, and the be- 
lief of it dangerous in the higheft' degree ; and imputed 
righteoufnefs being an article of the fame creed, it 
may contain as little {txi{^ and truth as the other, 
though lefs detrimental to the believers of it : As 
fuch, we will enquire what it is, and how it miniflers 
to man's falvation. Now the Antinomian fenfe of 
it is, " That Chrift's praftical righteoufnefs of life 
'* and converfation ; his honeft and upright dealing 
** amongft men, his piety and devotion towards 
•* God ; or his full difcharge of duty in refped of 
«* both, isL fet to our account, and bjr imputation is 
** as really ours, as by pradtice it was his.** And 
in the perfection of this unfpotted obedience they 
profefs to ftand unblameable, notwith (landing the 
wickednefs of their omn prffent life and converfation. 
Hence they deny perfonal fubjedlion to the law, be- 
canfe, (fay they) Chriil has obeyed it for them, and 
thereby freed them from all obligation to obey for 
themfelves. So, though the law may cenfure their 
condud, and brin^ them in guilty of many thines^ 
they refer it to the righteoufneft of Chrift for fatis-' 
fadion, telling it that they pretend to nothing per- 
fonal, that their own righteoufnefs is as filthy ragSj 

and 
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and they will not be accountable for it, and de£re it 
to give .them uo more uaeaiinefs on that account,- 
ChriA's imputed obedience beiiag {ufficicat both for 
it and them. Bat, 

20. How does this imputation miniiler to man's 
falvation? I anfwer, it is not the meritorious caufe 
of it, Chriil's death alone being fulficient for thai. 
Nor is it the cScient caufe, that by which &n is taken 
away, for that is efFedled by the Holy Ghoft. Nor 
does it acfwer tlie bufinefs of a iiib^itute, in fiipply*^ 
ing man''^ lack of fervice, either befc«« or after ia(' 
vartion. For, forgivenefs of fin ilippkiiig tie plac^ 
of obedience before juilification^. hf pjactng ^e iubr^r 
jeds of it in the fame circumflanoes wl^ch obedieuce 
would have done, (for obedience and foisivesefs have 
the fame effe(El&) rendsn the.righteeufneis qf Chris's 
li& in that caie unmeceilm'y ; and all wJio are ^m- 
Jrom fin. being qualified to obey in their owa periims^ 
to tvaU as ChriH al/h ival^ed, * his obedience is nojt 
then neceflaiy. . And as the righteoufnefs of Chriil's 
life is not fieceffary as a iubfUtute, neither is it pro* 
•portionable to the lives of ma«y odiers^ there beini 
aany. thflags in which ChuA did.nothL»3^, fev^ra! 
sdationa ia which he never ibod^ and fo could nor 
fatisfy them either for himielf 'or others. Having 
tiev£r a^d in the capacity of a father, mothor^ how- 
band». wife^ &c his obedience can do nothing ia 
thofe cafes. Nor can any ggiod reafon he ^gnod 
why it fhould be preyed into the . iervice of naan's 
ialyation at aU» feeing there is no need of it. Foiv 
falvation from iin capacitating men to ferve God; 
and, holineJ& of heart and life being a Efficient <^ua* 
Hfication for heaven, there is no place for the un* 
puted righteoufheis of Chriil's life either here os 
hereafter. 

zi. Indeed the end intended to be anfwered by it,, 
IS an argument agaio^ the ofe of it. The deiign of 
it is to provide believers with a complete life of obe« 
dieaee in Chrift, and thereby in effe^ if nut form* 

ally, 
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My^ tofwetlicm from alP obfigatioAs t©,o%eyltMr 
diein4elifT9 : For, if Chirift'* obedRence be fet to our. 
ac€<Hint, it is to ftpply the place of our own obedi- 
jcnce, in tbe iemc (cnfe that his merit fiippK^s the 
.warn of merit in us. Now if wc could merit for 
oorielves, we flioald not want die meiit of ChrifL 
And as we need not merit ibr om-fehres whcit Chri/V's- 
merk becomes ours, we need not obey for oarfelves 
when his obedience becomes ours : All obligation ta 
both is taken off by imputation. But though this is 
the meaning of Antinomis^nifm, yet it is not true in- 
both cafes ; for feeing that we cannot merit for onr- 
felves, there is no command for it ; but as believers 
can obey for themfelvcs,, being able to •* do all things 
^* through Chtift ftrengthening them,"* they are 
'Commanded to do it, and threatened widi death in 
ca(e of difobedience : " For if ye live after the flefh 
•** ye (hall die." f So, it beinjg; their duty to abound 
in every good word and work, and are promKed a 
reward for and according to what they do ; if they 
obey, what place is there for imputed obedience ? 
Or, if they difobey, will imputed obedience fcreen 
them from deftruftion ? Not if God qv/V/ jud^£ his 
feople,X and render to every one according to his 
<works : § For the foul that^»j Jhall dity and the ijoa- 
ges of Jin is death, || 

22. Hence it may be inferred, that Antinomianifm 
is a compound of good and bad doftrine. The grofs 
among them profels Chrift as to merit, but remain 
^if one may. believe their own words) Ilrangers to the 
inward and outward holinefs wrongjit by his fpirit. 
Others, more refined and' nearer the truth, admit of 
the Spirit's efficiency alfb, but being entangled with 
•the conceit of being complete in Chrift's righteoiif- 
nefs, they want an obligatory motive to induce them 
to walk agreeable to the gofpel. And, this doftrine 
confifting with a licentidus life, (for if a formal im- 
'putation of Chrirt's life be man*s obedience, he needs 

no 
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W3 otker, and the want of another, if diis dodrine 
be true, will not deftroy him) if the maihtainers of 
it take the liberty their principles allow them, they 
only aiBt a confident part. But let Antinomians be- 
lieve, that he who died for mankind, <' purifies and 
*' makes them zealous of good works ;" * that they 
may abound ** in the fruits of lighteoufnefs, which 
** are by Chrift Jefus to the praife and ^lory of God."f 
And that notwithflanding what Chnft has done to 
atone for fin, if falvation from it be not wrought in 
the heart, Chriil: profiteth nothing : for « if any man 
** have not the fpirit of ChriH, he is none of his/'t 
And if the heart be deanfed from fm, then there is 
no need of any obedience but that which is the im- 
mediate and proper fruit of it ; '* for the fruit of 
** the fpirit is in all goodnefs, righteoufnefs, and 
** truth,"§ and that is equivalent to all that God re- 
quires. And where thefe, the fpirit and its fruits, 
are not, there is no religion ; and con fequently who- 
ever trufts to any thing (hort of thefe, deceive their 
own fouls, though they pretend to lean upon the 
Lord; *' for as the body without the fpirit is 
** dead, fo faith without works is dead alfo." || 

23. And though imperfedl believers cannot live ac- 
cording to the perfedtion of the law ; and others who 
can, may pofTtbly come fhort of, or ad contrary to 
it? (which is 'the reafbn aifigned by fome for the 
imputation of Chrifl's righteoufnefs) yet their relief 
is not imputed righteouj^efs, but remiflion of fins. 
For, faith St. John, *• If any man (any believer) 
<' fin, there is an advocate with the Father, who is 
** a propitiation for fin, and for whofe fake, God,'* 
if fins be confeft, " is faithful and jufl to forgive 
«« them.**** Thus believers, till they attain to the- 
meafure of the flaturc of Chrift, whereby they may 
comport with the pured command, have a provifion • 
in Chrid's merit anfwerable to their demerit, to which » 
they may have fuch recourfe as their cafe requires, 

efpecially 
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efpcctaHy white weaknefs, aad not wilfulnefs, readers 
it ttcoeilaiTr.^Bat if fins be perfiftedin till the day of 
grace is expired^ " there remaineth no more iacrifice 
*« for fiBy Dut a, fearful looking for of iudgmcnt^'^ &c. 
^4. Bot if there be falvation in Chrift, aud if ke 
tafied death fir t'uery Jfian^f and frays that the *worU 
may Mie'ue,t why. does the Ftedej^narian contraft 
and hmit ^ precious merit and fpirit of Chrift to a 
finall nrnnber? If Chrift be a propidatkn fir th€ Jins 
•/the ixfhok ivorld,^ and the Saviour of aUy but effe^ 
dally of then that helie<ve ;||. how can it be faid that 
he died but for a few ? And if his grace which brings 
iahration appears to all men, and he enlightens every 
man that cometh into the worlds then it muil be his 
will that alt fhould be faved. Yea, if God fo hind 
the vuprld*^ as to give his Son to die for it, and if 
the fame gift woald have fufiiced for all men as well 
as for a iew> then if he did not nve him for all, it 
argues foch partiality in favom- offome, and To great 
want of regard to all the reft, (though eqjially fallen) 
as cannot confift with the charafter of goodnefs when 
applied to mankind, how much lefs when ^redicax^d 
of him who is goodneft itfelf t For how can that be 
called goodnefs which will not do good whei> it may, 
and when the falvation of men depend on it ; and 
efpeeially when it may be done without any labour, 
or expence, or fnjffering of its own ; which certainly 
was the cafe here, becaufe it required no moire to 
give Chrift for all, than to give him for a few? And 
if Chrift fo loved mankind as to give his life a ran- 
fom for fome, and if the fame facrifice would have 
fttfficed for all, what fort of love was it which ma^iQ 
him overlook the majority of men, and. afforded them 
no pare in his pafTion ! How partial and confined ! 
How contrary to his who wept when Jerufalera had 
withftood the laft effort of his grace ; and who, not- 
withflanding their cafe was defperatc, and their ruin ir- 
retrievable, faid, " If thou hadft known, even thou, 
rt " at 

f Heb. ii. 9. % John xvii. az. § r John ii. 2. || i Tim. 
iv« 10. ♦• John iii. i6« 
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** at leaft in this xky day, the things which belong to 
** thy peace! But how they are hid from thine eyes/' * 
But if the doctrine of predeltination be true, the falva- 
tion of many, is a matter of great indifFerency» yea, of 
abhorrence to God and Chrift, and their damnation a 
deed of great delight. Contrary to which, it is written, - 
GodJbatIf nopleafun in the death tifafinnery\ axAnuaM 
have all men to be /a*ued,X Fommuch dien as Pre- 
deilination bears hard upon the moral charadter of 
God and Chrift, in making them withhold good 
when it might be given, and for no other reafon bat 
want of will fo to do, it is unrealbnable, and well 
deferves the dark appellation of a Herrihle Decree i 
and is a mafter-piece of ignorance in thofe who 
hold it, and a fb-ange imputation of barbarity to the 
MoftHigh. 

25. But though Predeftinarians honour Chrift with 
the appellation of a meriting Saviour to fome, yet 
th^ are not fo faithful to his ^pu'it touching the fal- 
vatibn of that finall number. The fpirit of Chrift is 
indeed confidered as the beginner of that blefled 
change from evil to good, but how is he ibaitened 
till it be accomplifliedl How long muft he be detained 
with the difagreeable company offin in the foul ? Why 
till death deflrovs fin, it being affirmed by mod PredefH- 
narians, that there cannot be a complete change, till 
the union betwixt body and foul be diublved : And even 
then, it is more afcribed to that diflblution,' than to 
the Holy Spirit effeding it. So do the defenders of 
that do£bine deny to the Lord Jefus Chrift, either 
will, or power, or both, to fave from all fin in this life ; 
though he " gave himfelf for us, that he might redeem 
*« us from all iniquity, and purify unto himfelf a pc- 
•* culiar people, zealous of good works."§ 

26- And thus by the doctrine of Predeftination, 
the love of God, the death of Chrift, and the help 
of the Holy Ghoft are determined to a few objefts 
amongft mankind; and all the reft, through the 

derelidion 

Luke xix. 4s. f Ezek. xxxiii. ii. { 2 Pet. iii. 9* 
§ Tit. ii« 14. 
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dereli&ion of the Dicty, are deprived of all help, 
hope^ and happinefs. Now the aflerters of this pro- 
cedure, urge m defence of it» *^ That God may do 
** what he will with his own ; and that ii^ reprobating 
** mod men to eternal mifery, he does them no 
** wrong ; becaufe for original fin they deferve ever- 
** lading damnation." I anfwer, as original fin, I 
mean, an evil heart (which was the coniequence of the 
fird oifence) is a contrariety to God's holy nature, it 
may deferve God's wrath and damnation; but not 
as a perfonal fault. For original iin, as an a^, was 
the perfonal offence of none but Adam and Eve, and 
of others only as they exiftfedin them : Theteforel be- 
lieve it will never be proved that any man goes to hell on 
that account. And indeed it would be flrange if a 
good God fbould damn men for what they never 
could avoid. And 

27. That which fome fuppofe a parallel cafe; and 
a fuiEcient proof of the juftice of God in reprobating 
the majority of men, will on a fuperficial furvey, be 
found nothing to the purpofe, viz. ** That as God 
** jullly left angels to perilh in their iniquity, he 
" might have done the fame to all men, and with 
** equal juftice does it to many." In anfwer to this, 
I obferve, there was not iimilarity enough in their 
circum dances to juftify an. equal procedure. As God 
chofe to produce the multitudes of men by natural ge- 
neration, their An was only the cfft&. of a. natural 
caufe, which differs from iin in every other refpeft, 
as will appear by comparing angels with men. An- 
gels had a perfonal, and in reipedl of each other, an 
independent being ; and aded, every individual of 
them, only for themfelvcs. On the contrary, Adam's 
offspring had no perfonal independent being, and 
adled no perfonal part in that for which, according 
to this opinion, they might have fndered hell-fire for 
ever. They only had a feminal dependent exiflence 
in Adam, and were wholly unconcerned, as to per- 
fonal performance, in what was done in paradife. 
Hence then as the iin of angels was perfonal and free, 
H z and 
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and the fin of Adam's offspring was nrither pf Hbnal 
iror free, where would be the juftice of treating them 
bodi alike ? And neither were angels and Adam him- 
felf eaually circumftanced in reipeft of finning. They 
were Doth formed upright, and had an equal and fuifi* 
cient power to ftand ; but no temptation to fin, from 
another, being in the cafe of angels, they fell fclf- 
tempted, they " kept not their firft eftate, but- left 
" their own habitation," • and freely renounced their 
allegiance to God, by chufing what he had not choien 
for them. But with Adam it was not fo, for he was 
drawn into the fnare by the lure of Satan f which cir- 
cumflance, though far from excufing him, yet with a 
^K God weighed fomething in hk favour: Which 
juiliiics the Almighty in providing a Saviour for him^ 
end el^ecially for his ofispring, when he left angel* 
in theii* felf-chofen ftate. 

zS. And how far it would confif): with juftice. more 
than goodneis, to leave the greatefl part of mankind 
(to .far nothing to that opinion which makes God 
c)ie author of the faQ) in a condition into which they 
bad not brought themfelves by perfonal fin without 
\^f, m^y be known by what was done for the re»* 
covery of all mem. And, ** as by the offence of one^ 
*^* (faith tfap Apoftle) jvidgment came upon all men 
- y to oond^mnation ; ib by the righteoufnefs of one, 
<' the free gift caxne upon all xpen to juftification of 
** life.^t Hence it is plain* that all men becoming 
ISnners by Adam, Chrift, the fecond Adam, came to 
redeem ail men from tJl^at fin ; and not from that du 
•nly, but from their own perfonal fins alfo: For 
** though judgment was by one to condemnation, 
«-* the free gift is of many offences to jufl;ification,"| 
*..''. JHowunreafonable is it then to fay, that there is np 
^f '* J '• Salvation for thegreateft part of mankind ! Indeed it 
- '4oxtld not confift with juftice, to fuf&r all men to b^ 
|oft by one, and not give them an opportunity of 
being faved by another. But Jbe €ame tg/eek andfaV€ 
that <wbicb ivas icfi ; andihat was every man. 

29. What 
• Judc e[. t Rom. Ti i8, X J^om. v. %ij^ 
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29. What then have thofe men to anfwer for, who 
by their preaching and writing, have cafl: the ftom- 
bling-blocks of a reprobating God, a partial Savionr, 
and a Spirit which helps the infirmities of but few» 
in the way of mankind? If this is not to caule bor^ 
rihlis cogitaiionii Dei^ I know not what is. And 
hence like the heathens Who made themfelves gods, 
and imitated the properties and paffions which they 
afcribed to, or fuppofed to be in them ; and the de* 
ftra^ve tenet of the RomiOi religion, which makes 
the death of fuch as -differ from them meritorious and 
delightful to the deftroyer; many Predeitinarians 
feem to have as much pleafnre in the belief of a re* 
probation of the majority of men to eternal damna* 
tion, (for a caafe which they could not avoid, it be- 
ing decreed that they fhould fin as well as futfer) as. 
they have in the perfuafion of a fmall number being 
clewed to eternal life. Now this delight in the dam- 
nation of men, doubtlefs arifeth from a confideration 
of its being the good pleafure of God that it fhould 
be fo. And indeed it woiild be fbange if they were 
better difpoied, than the god they profefs to believe in. 

30. And as this dodkrine is unfcriptural and unrea- 
Ibnable,. fo it is pemicioas ia its coniequences ; it be- 
ing impoflible for thofe who believe it,, not to reaibn 
to this cifed (whether they practice fo or not i\ ** If 
^* elected, I ihall be faved do what I will; and if 
■* reprobated, I ihall be damned do what I can." 
And this reaioning is> agreeable to the nature of the 
dodrine ;. for if God decreed to fave a certain num- 
ber, without any refped to their unneceffitated faith 
and obedience, and to damn all the red, not for the 
fin which* they need not have committed, but with- 
out any regard to that, then it is certain,, if there be 
no condition^ (and there is none in an abfolute de- 
cree) nothing depends on performance or non-per- 
formance I the decree cannot be altered by obedience 
nor diibbedience : Therefore,, all commands /« ohe» 
Menct^ to work out /cd^vatioti, u give allMigence^ i^c. 
in refped of final falvation, are words for nothing, 
becaule nothing depends on them in that refpea, 
H 3 • heaven) 
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Btftven betfig fete to «H thxt are i&duded in the 
docree^ whether they do thofe things or not. So 
they may aft at latge, heaven cannot foe loft. Thds 
.a dbor is opened for diibiiedience^. in which diey may 
4ii^ and dit, and, aco6rding to Ms do£bine, nbtte 
dahined) though <6od tellifies that ihe-^cked finil hi 
tntntdinft hail. ;And feeiiig in diis eafe» there is no 
meaning in commands touching eternal lifb, it infers 
that all thfeatKifings ireipedineeyeriaiHng death, are 
|lmiele& terK>r^, it being imp^ble (if Pjredeitinatioa 
is tme) for any of the ele£i to periih. And why 
fifonid others-be tonnented liefwe their time ! 

31. This do&ine aifo militates againft« future 
-jndgme6t. For, if grace be not given to-- many 
wherewith to ferve God, how can &ey blamed f)r 
not ferviag Mm ? And how can they be condenmeil 
for do$ng what they cddd not avoid ? Or if gmee be 
^ven fo all, but not ito feVe aH ; then if an^r of ilhe 
reprobate> fo called, ncg^ it, and thereby increaie 
^eir cotidemnatidn, 'tis like pitting a fword in their 
hand, where4)y thtey may hurt but not help them- 
felves. Or if they improft it to the heft pnrpofe, 
^et if it doe^ not fave them, what does their improve- 
ihent prdfit ? Or if (as fome fay) Ood has decreed 
all men to do as they do ; or (as others) that man 
adts imder a catife which determines all he does, then 
he is but a Machine moved at the pkafure of another ; 
and if the mover be God, it refolVes ail his woHcs 
into hiin, atad deprives man of the liberty of chn- 
iing and refufing, and deftroys all diftin^ion betwixt 
mora! aiid immoral, inafmudi as whateirer God wills 
is right ; or^ if that diftin^ion be maintained, God 
i» chargeable with whatfoever is, in confeqaence idf 
fo determining Or neceiTitatiii^g his creatnres : 'As ihch^ 
inen are but infb-uments in his hand, and unaccoun- 
table for their condud : For whether they do well Or 
ill, 'tis not they who do it, 'but God wh^ determines 
6t neceffitates them fo to do. And who would re- 
ward an engine for working well, or blame it For 
afting ill. When it only doeg w^at its avfthor compels 

it. 
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it to do? Sedng then that.PredeftiflsttOB nfeeeffiMfe 
ike iakation and glorification of fome, and the £aL 
^uA damnation of others, how oan 'diey be judged ? 
Not m free«geats» who might have clone better oi- 
worfe than th^ did. JAo* And if aotas^free agents^ 
then not at all. 

32. It liicewife infers partiality tn <^od fOQchin|^ 
•man's ^nal <€ondition, in |>i«ferring ^Mne to the prxviv 
iQge of -etttmal life, and reprobating others to the 
liard fate of everlafting death, withoiit any relpedk 
to their pertoal performances. And which, as all 
men were in the fame condition, (whether before or 
.after the hll) it reprefents the Almighty as loving 
and hating the fame fort of citatores, placing his 
affe^OAs on fome to fave them, and his frown on 
"odiiers to deftMiy them, though iimilarly circamfknc- 
ed$ iSian which ndothing can be more contrary to, 
and incompatible with, his one iimple undiangeablo 
natuv. Tkm procedare, if admitted, would a£gae 
the Lord not to ad according to the didates of Ins 
nature, becaufelove and hatrad being contrary thin^s^ 
cannot be in God, if his nature be one only, at the 
iame time, refpeding the fame things, and in the 
iame cafe. And, as that cannot be, it would im^ 
pofe his nature, to be principled with good and evil; 
•which is heatheniih and highly abfard, and a direct 
deviation from the accounts he has ever given of 
himfelf in his words and works. Or if neither df 
thefe be true, then to juftify that opinion, it muft 
be prefiimed that he had no regard to juftice in de- 
termining the condition of his creatures ; bat that 
is an impious notion, and greatly derogatory to God, 
and fubverfive of tjie foundation of faiih : For if God 
ever did wrong, he may do fo again, and then with 
what confidence can he be credited? But, acting 
{torn and according to his nature, which is one, and 
s^reeable to the rule of jaftice, he loved and hated 
according to the nature and condition of his creatures* 
And all men being then in the fame ik'dtef he either 
loved .or hated all : Confequently he could not deftine 

ibme: 
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feme to life, and others to death, in that condition. 
BeiideSy it is exprefsly faid be is no refpeBer ofperjonst 
which is true only in refpe^l to grace and eternity, 
becanfe in other cafes he does make a difFerence, 
giving to feme greater, and to others lefs portions of 
earthly things, &c. Neither can reprooation for 
original fin, or any other thing but perfonal wilful 
difobedience to grace and God's laws, be reconciled 
with the fcriptures, forafmuch as they declare that 
Chrifl died for, elves grace to, and commands aU 
men to repent, and willeth not th^ deih-udtion of any^ 
and promifes rewards to the obedient for their encou- 
ragement, and threatens the difobedient with damna- 
tion to deter them from evil. 

33. It has alfe de(faii6tive effefb, as it tends to- 
make its votaries reft in the fuppofed Decru^ without 
real religion, an intire change of heart and life 1^ 
the Holy Ghoft.^ For how many believe, that if 
ever they were called,, whether they obeyed that call 
or not,^ they fhall be faved ; taking it for granted, 
that all with whom God firives are included in the 
number of the ele£l ; and as fuch, cannot be loft. 

34. Moreover, the friends of this opinion, to fave 
appearances, and fix the charge of fin and damnation 
on men, deal much in contradid^ion ; fometimes re- 
prefenting it ** as poffible for all men to repent;. 
*' and in cafe of failure, ' afligning that as tfaereafon 
** why they muft fuffer for ever." At other times, 
they'give a very different account, declaring ** that 
'* as Chrift died not for all, all men cannot repent.'* 
And indeed if grace be not given to all fer the bufi- 
nefs of repentance, it is impoffible to be done. And 
then with what propriety can it be required of them,, 
and with; what juitice can they be condemned for not 
doing it? Another inftance of the fame kind, is 
<' cautioning believers againft departing from tho 
«« trirth ; and repeatedly aflUring them, that believers ^ 
«* muft perfevere.'* And when fa^s cvxntt the pof- 
fibility of foiTaking God, then " they- affirm that it 
*^ cannot be for ever." But if the Lord fufter them 

to 
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to forfake him once, why not finally? Surely dieitf 
is as much r^afon for the one as the other. By fm men 
forfake God ; and which, while the confclence retains 
any ien4e, is focceeded with guilt. But fin perfifted 
in weakens moral fenfe: So proportionahly as fin 
increafesy conicience decreafes: And when fin is 
finifiied, it brings forth moral death : Which is evi«> 
dently all that is necefiary as a qualification for hell; 
Andy 'if appearances afibrd any proof, it cannot b^ 
denied, that many go thus far. But if they cannot 
go to hell, why is a preparation for it permitted^ 
Surely it ftands more with God's honour to prcferve 
them from fin than hell, . if they mnft he preferved 
from either, by an irreiHlable power. Bat as they 
ai« not /o preferved from fin ; neither will they be^ 
prefen^d from hell, if they be prepared f<R*it;'be'> 
Caufe the one confifts with, and the other is cofftrary 
to his will. Sin is contrary to God's wiil^ yet he per- 
mits it to be ; and what he permits once, he nay fuller 
for ever. But punifhment ibr fin coafifts ^di liis w^, 
inafiaiuch as it is right to punifh for chat w4sich ^f- 
pleafes him. They t];en who guanfd beliewrs agaii^ 
iUlinff, do right ; but when they affirm that they tan* 
not fiul, contradid them felves : Or if they may tail intH 
ila, but not into hell, they oppofe theji^^e and threa* 
teaings of God« The truth is, if man cannot fall, h^ 
need not be guarded againft k : But if he can, a<nd yet 
HOC fufFer for it, then caotions and cmv atre not necei^ 
fiuy, and contradidions to infallible final perfeverance. 
35. The fupporters of this opinion arcribe to* God 
a like double dealing, by making his fecret and re- 
vealed will, in many eafes, contrary td each other. 
But if his declaration and intention differ, his Word 
is indeterminable and dubious, and gives an uncer- 
tain, fenfelefs, and falfis found. His word is, that 
he <' wills not the death of a fiiiner, and would have 
" >all men to be faved." Predeftinatioa reports, 
^' that he decreed before the world begsin, that moft 
<< men ihould be damned." Doubtless becaufe he 
willed it fi> to be. Either then God would have aH 
mea to b^ &ved« or aot; if he wotdd not, he eon* 

tfiwIiAs 
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tiadids his own words : But he cannot lie : Aa fuch, 
they who oppofe his fecret will to. his revealed, give 
Jum the lie. Again, he fays, " If ye keep my com- 
** mandments, ye ihall abide in my love;** which 
infers the contrary, viz. that if not kept, his love 
will not continue; This is his revealed will. But 
Predeillnarians iay, " Once in his love, and always 
" in it.'* This is his fecret will. The one oppofes 
the other ; and both cannot be true. The firft is a 
revealed truth; the other but a falfe conjcfture^ 
Thus PredefHnation fets God againft his word, and 
is a fyilem of the mod 4rreconcileable things, that 
ever held a place in human heads. Moreover, if my 
own obfervation rightly informs me, it is of a warm 
difpoiition, a lover of diipute, and ready at all times 
to propagate itfelf, if it blinds the eyes and harden* 
the hearts of thofe who are beginning to fee and feel 
for themfelves. It has flopped many in their chriilian 
cour(e, and turned them to vain jangling. In a 
word, I have feen fo many of its dreadfd efFedts, 
that I could fooner believe the Lord to be the author 
of no religion, than of Predelli;^ation. 

36. I conclude with obferving, that of the things 
which have been ipoken, this is the fum : Adam was 
made upright ; but falling, involved himfelf and all 
his poflerity in fin and mi&ry. And as God required, 
fo Jefus Chrift undertook to give fatisfadion for that 
and for all other offences ; oiFering one facrifice for alL 
In confequence of which, he lives to intercede for, 
and vouchfafes to all men, a meafure of grace ; which 
if rightly ufcd, would i/Tue in an entire change of 
heart and life, and render them inftruments of their 
Maker's praife, and the good of their fellow-mortals. 
Therefore, Atheifls, Deifts, Socinlans, Arians, Pa- 
pifts, Antinomians, Predeilinarians, and all others, 
who in dodb'ine deviate from Chriflj as the one only, 
perfed, and in fome fenfe, univerfal Saviour of men, 
are fo far as they deny it, enemies to him, them- . 
felves, and others. And all who attain not to holi- 
nefs of heart and life here, and to glory everlafling 
hereafter, either negle£l, or mifufe the ialvation 
purchafed for them. Juilification 
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Juftification by Faith. 

A 

DISCOURSE 

O N 

Romans^ Chap. v. Ver. i, 2. 

Tbiref&re being jujiified by faitbj ive have 
peace with God, through our Lord Jbsus 
Christ : By whom alfo we have accefs 
through faith into this grace wherein we 
fiand^ and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. 

Sir^Ay^HIS Epiille being addrefTed to the Ro- 
C — , P mans, who prior to which had received 
"^ * C the Gofpel, contains many things with 
ffiV./Y\Js which they were already acquainted, and 
in which its author wifhed them to be 
eftablifhed. In the former part of it, he has fulH- 
ciently proved, that though a finner's judiiication 
cannot be by the works of the law, whether moral or 
ceremonial, yet it may be by faith in the Lord Jefus 
Chrifl. Ana having refuted the one, and eftabliflied 
the other doctrine, he briefly recapitulates in the firft 
part of the text, the fubftance of the preceding part 
of the epifUe, touching the nature, eaufe, method, 
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and immediate /rait of juftification ; and fubjoins in 
the fecond part of it> an aadkibition of tlie hlfiSkd 
confequences of that dodrine, in bein^ admitted to a 
ftate of grace and a title of glory : Which, as it was a 
reaibn of rejoicing, fo a motive to induce them to 
make fiiitable returns for (o great heaefitt^ as alfo, 
to excite th«m*to porfae the things abore, that grace 
iiToing in glory, adual poiTeflion might realize thoie 
things, which defcriptions and hopes of cannot do. 

In the text we have the following things : I. The 
being juilified. II. Its efFe^, ^eaos with God. IIL 
Faith, by which we are juffified. IV. A further 
confequent of faith ; admittance into, and continu- 
ance in the Grace of God, and rejoicing in hope of 
his glory. Of thefe in order : And 

I. FirH of Juftification. In treating of which, I 
ihall firft offer hme explication of its nature ; aniL fe- 
condly, point out the necef&ty of it. 

I. Now the word iiMaioa, to Jupfy^ has an a^ve 
fenfe, and figniiies to acquit; and when pronounced 
tR a judicial way, ^ when a judge juftifies or acquits 
others in judgment, it denominates tiiem Auau)ds>7e;, 
Juftifitd\ andpoHelTeth them by a legal right of all 
the blefiings contained in, and entitles them to every 
privilege connefted with a ftate of Jufiificalion* 

a. In 2i,la*W'fenfi^ the perfons to be juftified are the 
righteous, whether confidered as fuch, or lying un- 
der faife accufation : In both which cafes, the law 
lying not againft, not jnftly charging them with any 
riling contrary to it, they are juftified by it. Biit in 
2k gofpel'/enfiy which is the fenfe of the text, and that 
we ihall now confider it in, it is not to be pronounced 
righteous according to the law; but to ht abfol<vtd 
and freed from the guilt and punijhment of fin. Similar 
to which the Apottle, after proving (from the tenth, 
to the eighteenth verfe of thp third chapter) that all 
batue finnedy and in confequcnce thereof, . that e^erj 
mmth is flopped^ cut off from boafUn^, and all the 

'world 
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-^noM^comi gulky Before God ; whenceinferring the 
ijnpoffibilit)rofbangjaftified by tht law (vid. 20.); 
he adds, ^< Bat now the righteoufnefs of God with- 
^* out the law is manifefted, being witnefTed by the 
^* law and the prophets ; even t& righteoufhefs of 
«« God, which is by faith of Jefm Chrift/* ifriA.iiCi 
«' Whom God hath fet forth to be a pi'dpifiation, 
«• throagh'faith in his Hood, to declare his righte- 
*« oiifneis for the rtfmiffion of fins that are paft : To 
** declare, I fay, at this time his righteoufnefi, that 
'* he might be jufl, and the Juftifier of him wh6 be- 
^* licveth in Jefas. Therefere we conclude that a 
** man is juftified by faith without the deeds of the 
^' law." (vid. 28.) 

3. To render ^his dofitine obvious to all, and give 
it weight with the Jews in particular ; and, not to reft 
it wholly on the ApofUeV reafoninjf, howevter fuffici- 
itnt to fupport It, but that, if poffible, they might 
have a more convincing proof of its truth and im- 
portance, he produces, ih the fourth chapter, two un- 
exceptionable evidences to confirm his alTertion; 
which he introduces with, ^' What faith the fcrip- 
-** tore?" Pertinently replying, (vid, .3.) " Abraham 
** believed God, .and it was accounted to him for 
** righteoufnefs'." Which righteonfnefs, received by 
believing, he oppofeth to that which is fought by the 
••law; (hewing that the one is the efFe6l of unmerited 
favour, and &t other the refnlt of duty done. This is 
the purport of the fourth and fifth verfes : " Now to 
•• him that worketh, is the reward not reckoned of 
•* grace,^* or, as a free gift, *« but of debt," as due 
to the worker for what he hath done. ** But to him 
•^* that worketh not, but bcKeveth on him who jufti- 
** fieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righte- 
'« onfnefs." His faith in the Lord Jefus Chrift, is 
accepted of God as a full difcharge of paft duty, au 
equivalent to all that he required in the preceding 
jart of man's life. And to corroborate the teftimony 
of Abraham, and give full fatisfa6tion in this affair, 
he cites from the thirty-fecond Pialnu a more .ftrik- 
I ing 
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inginflance of evidence^ where David dcfcrihw tkc 
bleflednefs of the man unto whom God imputes 
righteoufnefs without works, faying, " Blcffcd aic 
*^ they whofe inimiitics are forgiven j and whoie .fins 
" are covered. Bleffed b the man to whom the 
** Lord will not impute fm." * 

4. Now thefe evidences being deiigned to (erve 
the fame purpofe; to prove, confirm, and illuftrate 
this one do€b-ine, the one is to be underilood by the 
other. The controverted fenfe olimfutetbrighteou/' 
fiefs ^ is in this place, fully determined by the fimple 
and obvious meaning of the forgisuene/s of fins : The 
fehfe of both teing evidently t& fame. By the joint 
teftimony of whom, the dodirine of juftification is 
fixed on a bafis fuificient to fuftain it, inafmuch as 
they afford an experimental aid, being perfonally 
favoured with the bleflings they were jproduced to 
prove, themfelves being Uius juftified: By believing^ 
the truth as exhibited to their fenfe and underhand- 
ing, and by depending on the fincerity and fufficiency 
of the promifer, they received felvation. And thefe, 
the Apoflle reprefents as the pattern of all believers. 
For the text being a recapitulation of the context, 
of the dodtrine contained in and confirmed by the 
preceding chapters, they explain and fix the true 
meaning of it: They indicate with demonftrative 
evidence, that fin being the tranfgrefiion of the law, 
by which man is rendered unjuft, (and effeds do 
not jceafe while their caufe remains) to be juftified 
is to be forgiven and made free from the confequences 
of fin. But this forgivenefs has refped c«^ to the 
fins which are paft, becaufe it is obtained by per- 
fonal faith.; .wJuch infers the cxiftence of that for 
which faith U* before faith itfelf ; but future fins 
do not exift,: Therefore, they can be no objed of 
prefent faith ; confequently it only concerns thofe fins 
which, previous to.W time of believing, have been 
committed. Thi« is alfo .evident from the manner 
of its being apprehended ;. ^pardon pre-fuppofing both 

fin 
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fin and a fenfe of it, as it is a guilty fenfe of iin 
which is the principal inducement to believe and 
feek for the forgivenefs of it. But there is no fenfe 
of fins uncommitted, fo they are no objeft of faith, 
nor included in the forgivenefs obtained by it. But 
pardon, apprehended and obtained by believing, in- 
cluding all the fins which are paft, 'tis with great 
propriety Hi led & being J ufiified /reely and f ram all 
things,* 

(2.) I (hall now attempt to point out the neccffity 
of this doftine, in reference to mankind. 

1 . And as man is a reafbnable creature, and pof- 
ftfied of a moral quality of mind, he is defigned as 
well . foj^ religious as civil fervice. Hence the Al- 
mighty has enadcd a law. and made it the rule of 
his duty in re/pe£l to both civil and religious life ; 
the nature and properties of which are Ipecified in 
terms intelligible and eafy to be underflood. " FoiT 
•« we know (faith St. Paul) that the law is fpiritual."t . • 
This lis the nature of it : It has afpiritual as- well as 
ct)rporal fenfe ; and, as fuch, extends to and reft)e£ls 
botn t'he heart and life, taking cognizance of all 
that pafles there, *' being a difcerner of the thoughts 
«* and intents of the heart,"t and a fcrutinizcr of 
the whole condu6l and converfation alfo. And, its 
moral qualities (for the law is holy, and the com- 
mandment holy, juil, and gopd] running parallel 
with its extent, it requires complete holineis; and 
cenfures and condemns whatever is contrary to, apd 
ihort of its true meaning. 

2. The law then being fpiritual, moral, and upi- 
verfal, and the rule by which every one who is under 
it fhould govern his life, and by which he muft be 
tried at the laft day ; it is neceffary to prevent decep- 
tion, to know it and judge by it, that fin may ap- 
pear in its proper colours. Agreeable to whidi, ft 
is faid, ** I had not known fin but by the law. For 
** I was alive once without the law : But when the 
I 2 f' commandment 
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^ commandment came fin revived, and I died.'' 
When the commandment was applied by the fpirit of 
God to his condud and confcience, iin was ftirre4 
up and expofed to view* and appearing exceeding 
finfuly he was found guilt)% and fentenced to etemu 
death; ** for the wages of fia is death.*'* 
' 3. And forafmuch'-as every &i is a tranfgreiHon of 
the law, it indicates that iin of any fort and degree 
fubjedls to punifiiment. The certainty of this arifel 
^om the nature of laws in general, all which reauire 
€xa£t conformity to» and militate againft every devi- 
ation from them. And it not being necefik^ ^ 
break. all, or moft, or more than one branch or the 
capital laws of a land, in order to be puniflied with 
death ; neither is it needful to violate more than 
one of the many commands of the Mod High, to 
incur his difpleaiure, and become fubjeds of eternal 
ilrer For, " the foul that fins (hall dit^'^ and 
** curled is every one who continueth not in all 
** things which are written in the book of the law to 
<16 them."t And if one iin renders a fonl guilty* 
and fubje^ it to the difpleafure of the Deity, how 
much more a whole life of fin? Seeing the Judge of 
all the earth will reward every one according to his ^ 
works, proportionable will the pqnifhment be to th^ 
number and nature of the cringes. And that no work 
ifTuing from an evil heart, and after the commifiion 
of fin in a palpable violation of God's rishteous law, 
and. before^ jnttification from it, is pleaiaAt and ac« 
ceptable to God, is evident; forafmuch as they ipring 
not oiihat faith in Jefus Clurift,. which reconciles fin- 
ners to God, and renders both their perfons and 
performances acceptably to him. Which faith, no 
unjuftified perfon has, for whofoever believeth is jufiifi* 
ed, juilification being an infeparable effeft of that 
faith by which we pleafe God, and without whiclb it 
is impoffible to pleafe him* 

4. Now this admits of no difpute, being as clear 
as the ihiningof the fun at noon-day, tou(;)ung all 

impenitent 
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impenitent finners : Who are free from rcmorfe and' 
contrition for the fins which are pall, not finding the 
remembrance of them grievous, nor Uicir burden into- 
lerable ; and Continue to pra£Hce in the fame or a 
fimilar way, in a courfe of open or fecret ungodli- 
Aefs and unrighteoufnefs of any, or of every kind : 
t^o trample upon laws divine and human ; fet at 
nought or defpife the authority of God and man; 
bare-facedly and contemptuouily violate precepts 
which pertain to religious and dvil life ; and daringly 
OiFend in defpite of divine and human threats, and 
certain confequent punifhments of foul and body for 
ever. Ttefe, walking in an even way of unrighte- 
oufnefs, being wholly guided by a corrupt nature, 
muft, 'till renewed in tl^ir mind, do fbch thinffs a)s 
God has prohibited on pain of eternal difpleafure ; 
for it is not fubjeft to the law of God, nor can be, 
it being an univerfally received truth, that contraries 
cannot aeree. So long then as men retain the carnal 
mind, which is contrary to God, fo long it is im- 
poflible for them morally to pleafe him, inafmuch as 
the moral image and law of God are diredUy oppofed. 
by their immoral heart and life. 

5. And feeing that one, or many fins haBitualfy 
committed, fufficiendy denominate perfons imoeni- 
tent, it alfo evidences their alliance to Satan ; for he 
tbatjinnetb isof ttt de^ifi* is his fon, fcrvant, and 
heir. (Which infers a famenefs betwixt Satan and 
finners of mankind'in refped' of principle and prac- 
tice: V And as a farther mflance, and' corroborating 
evidence of their condition, they are reprefented un- 
der the appellation of the fervants 0/ Jin ;\ the infe- 
parable eftedl and' attendant of which is, that as two 
matters cannot be ferved at once, they are pronoun- 
ced, \yf the A^^XCf free from righteoufnefiX'^T^ heart 
and life: Their heart being deceitful and defperately 
wicked, every iflue of it is the reverfe of'^ God*s 
righteous law. They are complete in unrighteouf- 
nefs, having not the leafl mixttire of the contcary : 
1 3 The 

• I John ill, %, f John viii. 34. % Rom. vi. lo. 



I 
I 

L 



( JO? ) 

The thoughts, words, and ways ; the facrifice, prayerr,- 
and whole fervice of a finner being aA abomination 
to tke.Lord. Now thefe voluntary evils, render the-, 
committers of them x>.bj.e(fts of God*s difpleafure, for 
he *yis angry. with tie wicked every day,*** and 
" his wrath is revealed from heaven againft all un- 
** godlinefs and tfnrighteoufnefs of men.'^f There- 
fore, the lives of fuch perfons are Q)cnt to no feetter 
purpofe, than to fit themfelves for everlalUng ^re. 

6, Yea, though the condition of penitent finners 
differs^ not a little from that of the impenitent, yet 
they may be coniidered as not only ftanding ^ui^ly 
charged with all the f^ns committed in a ftate of im- 
pe'nitency,, (for ;repc»itance makes no atonement for, 
nor takes away thegpiU ofpaft fins),, but as ftill fin- 
fulin all that they do^ inafmuch as while they re« 
main unforgiven, their perfons, defiled with tke 
guilt of paft fin, are not acceptable to God, neither 
their performances: For, how (hould the effeft be 
more agreeable than the caufe, the thin^ done than 
the doer ? Certaii^ly as the one is, fo xs the other 
alfb;.it being the conation of a perfon that deno- 
minates the Aing done by him good or cviL , And 
the Almighty manifelling his di(pleafui=e of the fin- 
ner in a guilty confcience for what is pall; it indi- 
cates his wrath, and portetids the^ ruin of the finner 
while he continues thus circumftanced, being a pre- 
fage of eternal perdition; with which condition^ fer- 
vices acceptable to God cannot confifi:. And 

7. This is agreeable to the experience 0/ all truly 
awakend finners^ who feel and know that their works 
Ipring not from a lively faith, ^( which is a fure trull 
and confidence that their paft iniquities are forgiven, 

'and they reconciled to the favour of Goa) fo being 
criminals, they cannot fay (^otwithftanding their defire . 
of pleafing him) that any thipg they do is as behoves 
a creature to ferve its Creator, which is to "love 
*' God with all the heart,, and. our neighbour as 
** ourfelf;*' the true ftandard and xeik by which all 
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a£lions are to be meafured^ aad judged of both 'in 
Fe(pe£l of quality and degree ; otlxerj^iCe we fhoujd 
be a law both to the Lord and ourfelves^ by fubjedt* 
ing his law to our performances : Which is contrary 
to the natpre and dieiign of a law^ and fet^ a^de the 
whole ufe thereof. But the works of m unJAiAiiied per* 
ion, axe not only fhort of God's law» but, in gre^^ 
meafive, if not intirely, are contrw thereto; it be- 
ing certain that no penon can losie God before God's 
lov^ in the forgivenefs of^ iins> is ihcd abroad in the * 
heart by the Holy Ghofl. 

8. That a guilty perOn fears God, cannot be de^ 
Aied ; but it is dueHy with a fear that ibatJlf tornun^ 
and f« differs from th^ which is eflential to the sela* 
tion fubfiiling betwixt the Lord ai^ nis fervants. 
For, if the fear of revei^ence, the bu^eis of which is 
to preferve from things D^enfive and excite to dili*- 
gence in duty, hold a place in the penitent; that* 
which has torment, holds a much larj^, and oftoti 
makes the guilty perfon coniider God as. an irrecon- 
cileable enemy, with whom there is no mercy. This 
is the ftate of a criminal, who dreads the execution 
of the fentence already pafTed upon,him, and to which 
he fttbmits, knowing him&lf .guilty of all that con- 
fcience and the law of Qod accufe him^of, find d^- 
ferving of all the punifhment which the jufiice .of* 
God can inflid. 

9. But though a guilty perfon fears God, yet he 
fenfibly perceives that " the law worketh wrath,"* 
ais well for preient as pafl: things, though perhaps, 
not in the fame degree. The law applied to his caie 
and confcience, worketh a fenfe of God's \vyath for* 
want of conformity to the law of love, and the un* 
acceptableneis of all things done out of a ftate of 
perfotud acceptance.. But it works no fenfe of hifk 
love, for it cannot produce contrary eiFe& in the 
fame fubjeA, at the fame time, and in the iame cafe* . 
As fuch, if love which is ^' the end ol the com* 
<^ mandment/'t and the falfiUing^of the^w;"| or, 
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ff ^'^ righteoufncfs, peace and joy in thfeHbly Glioft,'*^ 
(whichy as graces, arc the principle produftive of a 
right performance ; and, as the effeft of thofe graced 
reduced to practice, are the confHtuent parts ofthe~ 
fervice of God : And which, in both cafes, are the 
infeparable eiFedls of jullificadon, afid of nothing 
ivhich precedes it;) have no place ih j^erfon's liot 
|uftified, then it is certain they ferve not God;' and'^ 
as a' confequence, fin againfl: him : I^br there is no 
ftate which does not denominate them either the ler- 
vants.of God, or the fervants^ of £i^. But though 
th«re is no medium in this tafe, yet there is a diiFcr- 
CBce betwixt impfenitent and penitent finners. The 
impenitent walk in darknefs, nn willingly, and with- 
out remorfe. The penitent, cbnfcious of their ftate, 
are captivated by the ** law of fin which is iti thcm,"f 
and which is the grief and bnrtheif of' their fouls. 
And as the ftate o£ their minds dtfter; fo does their 
deportment alio. The £rft fort generally fin in an 
outward, vifible, aiidacious* way ; in curfing, fwear- 
itig, lyin^; in fabbath Breaking, whoreing, dmn- 
kenned; inpitfctng, ftealing, and over-reaching ; in 
lijuarelling, fighting. Sec, But the fecond ceafe from 
all outwml evils, and pra6l]ce the contrary thing. 
Thei/ fins chidfly- confift in the want of that fiiith 
which juftifies, and* in the abfence of thofe affedtions 
and tempers which conftitute the chriftian, and give 
s^pow^r to comply with tfie divine law, in loving 
and delighting in the Lord and his fervice. 

lo. But notwithftanding this difference in the de- 
grees of fin, fubfifting betwixt the penitent and im- 
penitent, yet there being no proper medium between 
the fervants of God and the fervants of fin, there muft 
be fome mark or criterion by whicfaf the one is diffe- 
renced from the other ; which' criterion refpe&s firft, 
the relation we ftand in to God as his fervants ; and 
fbcondly, the ability requifite for a right difcharge of 
that fervice. Now the relation we ftand in to God 
as his fervants, is that of ions by adoption, which* 

include»^ 
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mclades J8fificatiofi» andconfequendy fiddi by whisk 

we are juilified» as the cffc€t cannot be before the 
caufe. That our adoption through Chrift^ is the 
nound of our relation to God as his fervants, is evi-* 
dent, in that it is the only real denominating difference 
betwixt one perfon and another. All finner^ are the 
fons of Satan, children of wrath» and as fuch cannot 
pleafe God. By adoption we are adimtced intd the 
favotir and family of God, and fo commence hia 
children ; and which, being the firft pnfinal token 
of reconciliation with, is the Srft ground of accep- 
table fervice to God, And, that by which it is per-< 
formed, is the fpirit of adoption renewing the hearts 
in .holinefs; which is the one only fa£cient ability 
for rendering to God ^< a living, holy, acceptable 
" lervice." 

II. Hence then, all men having finned; and there 
being, no fuch deliverance from iin before jjoilificatioiv 
as renders a perfon either fafe or happy ; and all who 
continue in fin, in the pra6lice« or guilt of it, or 
botji, being cxpofed to the danger of periihing ever- 
lafliugly : Moreover, in this Hate there being both a 
relative and real incapacity for pleaiiqg God, want- 
ing his favour a^d image, to be juiUned is a matter 
abfolutely neceffary for all men to experiqnce ; fal- 
vation from fta and hell, acceptable fervice to God 
inearth and heaven, and happineis in/ both worlds 
depending on it. 

n. i* And julliiicatibn coniiiHn^. in th^ ^QX%vftxifi£% 
of all fins committed to the time of its commencing 
with the finner ; and the necefiity of it app'earing- in 
a guilty painfol lemembr^nce of former offences; 
falyation froni fio difcovers itfelf in a deliverance 
from that guilty ienfation of mind, by a contrary 
fenfation, fi^ninied by, or included in peace wit^ 
God. This is evident from the nature pi both Aates : 
For, feeing that a guilty confcience is an i;idieatioi^ 
of God's diipleafure; (confcience in man be^ng 
Gpd's umpire, arbitrwug between, and mjanifefiing 
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Ac niind of tfc Moft High) peacfe of confcicnce is a 
proof of his favour, inafmuch as it conflitutes th^ 
ittind eafy, freeing it from all fenfe of God's .wrathf 
touching former oiFences, and from the fear of deaths 
the conlequence of thofe offences. 

2. Now this peace is given in a moment, and its 
fuddenneis as well as feafonablenefs, makes* it' ton- 
ipicuoas to the partaker of it. And which no doubt, 
the Lord does for the better undemanding of this 
excellent benefit. The deliveranot being inftanta- 
neous, *tis moreeaiily adverted to, it being almoft* 
impoi&ble to be infenfible of (b fudden a change from 
guilt to peace, and from bondage to liberty. 

3. TEs is that peace which pafledi all underftand- 
ing, the delight and folace of the foul« and the imfe-^ 
parable effed of jollification . None are juftified who 
nave it not ; all are who pofTefs it. If any who are 
J^ntrw it not, *tis either through ignorance of the na- 
ture of j unification, or not carefully attending to 
what pafleth in the ibul, and not to any want of 
evidence refulting from it. For, as without fin, juf- 
tification is not necefiary ; fo where fin is,, it will noC 
be forgiven, #itht>tit fome previous knowledge: of it 
in remembrance and reraorfe of miiid ; which remorfe 
is very fenfible and diflreffing: Therefore, whenfocver 
this is removed, efpecially by pardon, (for it may 
be lofl without iiTuing in fomvenefs) it is not only 
inflanraneous, (for pardon ofpaft fin is not progre^- 
five) but bnfible to the foul. It tafies and fees how 
good the Lord is, and rejoices, greatly rejoices in 
the change pafled upon it, and in God its Saviour. 

ni. I. And peace with God being the efFeft of 
pardon, faith is the condition on which it is received.. 
Faith in God through Chrift, who was delivered 
lor our ofiences, and raifed'again for our juftification, 
is that by which we arc juftified. Even as k is writr 
ten, ** Abraham believed God, and it was accounted 
" to him for rightcoufnefs." And it was not written 
£br his fake alone to whom it was imputed, ** but 
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<* for us alfo t!o whom it^all be inqjijtpd,* if wc 
'** believe on him who raifed up Jefos our Lord from 
** the dead.''* 

• 2. Now Faitb\ has refpeft both to God and his 
word touching the j unification of a finner. And iirft 
to his wordy the teilimony of God concerning his 
Son Jefus Chrift, whom he fent *< to be the Saviour 
** of the world ;"t and who, in purfuance of which, 
was born, lived, died, rofe» and afcended, to proems 
for, and confer falvation upon the children of men« 
And in confequence of the fatisfadion made by the 
faiferings of Chrifl for the fins of mankind^ God has 
promifed a free and full pardon of the fins which are 
pafl; ibr he faith, '' I will be merciful to their un.- 
** righteoufnefs, and their iins and iniquities will I 
'* remember no more."§ And this being the tefU,«> 
mony of God, k is to J)e believed as the \yord of hiqi 
who cannot lie, and which is junto, and may be ap- 
propriated by all who feel and know the neceifity of 
pardon ; for it is the word left upon record for the in- 
ArudUon and encour^ement of guilty finners, that 
they may have hope in believing to fee tine good neis 
of God. But the promife implying only a declara- 
tion of what God intends to dp to thofe who believe, 
nothing is to be expeded from it, but from the pro- 
mifer. Therefore faith mull not terminate in the 
word, but extend unto God alfo. 

3. *\ With the heart man believeth unto righteouf- 
«* nefs.'*|| By the heart is fignified the underftand- 
ing and will. The underftanding judgeth of the 
nature, truth and neceffity of the promife, and af- 
ients thereto as right, as fit to be believedi and as 
fuiting the finner's cafe. .The will chuieth the thing 
promifed ; which, being with God, he mull be de- 
pended 

* Rom, iv. 24. 
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X I John ir. 15. § Heb. viii. 12. || Rom. x. zo. 



( io« ) 

pended od» by wUdi tHe will is turned towaiids Um, 
and rdb tipon him far the fulfilline^ of the promife. 
And here the iinner is to abide^ believing^ aiking, 
and hoping till panlon commenceth in the hearty till 
being jaftined by faiths he has peace with God through 
Chrm Jeftts; and proves, experimentally proves* 
'< That to him who worketh not, bnt be^veth on 
** him who joftifiedi the ungodly, his faith is counted 
'^ for righteoafneis ;"* is uiilead of, and does that 
for him which paft petttd: righteonfnefi wonld have 
done : Frees him from condemnation, and gives peiiop 
with God. 

4. Now by this efle£t of believing, the nature, 
mode, and degreeof juftii^ing faith are determined : 
¥or Jttftification being an infeparable effed of faith, 
is alio die criterion orit ; it is that which diftinguifli- 
eth true from falfe, as well as fiifficient from infuffi- 
cient faidi. All faith which brin|^ not pardon and 
peace, is fitlfe and defedtive. Palie faith is believing 
contrary to the dodrine of faith contained in the 
fcripture. Defective faith is believing lefs than the 
Scriptures teach in tJtat cafe, or believing the (crip- 
tnres only. Fw, how right and neceifary foever it 
is to believe the word, it is not foificient to falvation. 
'The promife is not the Saviour, it contains not blef- 
fings, and fo mull not be fubftituted in the place of 
Clmft. It being but the iign of the thing iignified ; in 
believing it is only the objed of the underftanding, and 
requires but a* proper degree of credence and afibnt, 
ih which it terminates. And the will, which is the 
facul^ by which we chufe, having no reference to the 
promife, otherwife than as it chufeth the thing pro- 
mifed, which is falvation ; fi> that, and not the fro^ 
mi/e^ is the obje^ of our dioice. 

5. Faith in the promife of forgiveneis, if it goes n« 
farther, leaves the guilty (bul in the fame condition* 
as a belief of oromifed food does a hungry man, when 
he eats not or it. And, a hungry perfon not being 
iatisfted by the promife of food, without eating of it ; 

neither 
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aelther can the linnet be faved but by a participation 
of the thing promifed. But a belief of the word 
may be, without receiving the knowledge of falvation 
through the remiffion of fins, which is the efFeft of 
faith. Yet notwithftanding, the promile is profitable, 
it gives underflanding of, and encouragement relative 
to a reception of the thing promised. It alio pre- 
ferves from deipair: and, if preceded by, and accom- 
panied with repentance, influences the will, and ex- 
cites to a dependence on God: For, as John the 
Baptid, who was not Chrift, but was fent to bear 
witn^is of him, pointed men to him, (b does the pro- 
mife. It faith, it is not in me, it is in God, it is 
God that Juilifies ; and caufeth the foul in its motion 
to afcend, and reft upon God, who is inward, and at 
no great diflance, which is the motion and ad of the 
will in chufmg, defiring, and earneilly contending 
for falvation : And may, with propriety, be termed 
faith in God, as the preceding ad of the mind is faith 
in the word. And this double ad of the foul, agrees 
not only with its two faculties, mind and will, but 
alio correfponds with the proper objeds of faith, viz. 
the promife and the promiter : And fufficiently de- 
mondrates believing to be a rational, gradual buii- 
nefs ; beginning with the promife, which, being ex- 
ternal^ is more eaiily underftood and aflented to. 
From thence, afcending to God, and refting a|>on 
him for its fulfilling in the pardon of fin : Which 
when received, gives peace with, and the peace of 
God, through our Lord Jefus Chrid. 

I (hall now take notice of the fourth and laft part 
of the fubjed, which is a further efFed of faith, &c. 

IV, I. ** By whom alfo we have accefs by faith 
*' into this grace wherein we (land, and rgoice in 
" hope of the glory of God." It being through the 
facrifice and incerceifion of Chrift that finners are 
jaSdAcd ; it is alio by him that they are introduced 
into a date of favour with God.. For, fin being of- 
fenfiVe to God, and meritive of his difpleafure, the 
K forgivenef:- 
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forgivcnefs of fin removes thsit di^kafure by fubvcff- 
ing the caufe of it. Wkkh b^eftt obtaining through 
faith, and no mediofii exiftillg betwixt Gx)d's favour 
and wrath ; it infftrs, that the faith which juftifies, 
introduces into his favoii)-. Moreover, it is alfo by 
faith that it is coi^tiliiidd in. But the a^ of faith by 
which favour comtnences, is not die fame through 
which it condnoes. Future adls of faith only, can 
perpetuate that whkh the irk la begins. And juf- 
tifying faith halving t<efped to God and his word, 
fubfequent faith m%it Jikewife. The word is to be 
believed in its promiles, cautions, end comniands. 
In its promifeS) ifer ^noourAgenvent ; in its <:autions, 
as a prefervative &x>ni evil{ and ih its cottitnands, as 
a motive to dilige^uce in duty : For Jatth 'worketb Sy 
lovt. Similar to whi^h, the will muft contimte truft- 
ing in God., and earneftly foliciting his bleffling tx) 
help in tJnie of need : Which procedure will infalli- 
bly iflue in the continuance of an evidence of grace 
through parddn^ and the (peftimony of a gopd con- 
fcience. 

2. Now the favooi* of God being the fefieft of fbr- 
givenefs; " rejoking 4n hope 'of his ^orjy* iflbes 
woln, depends on, and is infeparably conne^ed with 
the divine favom*. The glory of God is hcaven, or 
the happy ftate of the foul and body hereafter. It is 
dtat kingdcto wiiich thre Almighty prepared for, atid 
has proMi&d to all who commence and <:on'tinue his 
childreii through faith in Chrift Jefas: For " if 
** children, then heirs, heirs of God arid joint heirs 
" With Clfl-id," And thefe, viz, pafdon, the fa- 
vour of God, and confeqnient benefits entitling^ to, 
and qualifying for heaven, whence arif^th an ekpejEta- 
tiOtt rfit; ivhilfe thfey are tctarned/ the ^ hope of 
glor]jr resiains. A^nd the «xpe£lation of it bdng ex- 
ceeding delightful, -and glory itfelf inex^reffibly ^ove 
all thittgs to be defired by ttU who are intitled there- 
to; they rejoice, ix<?eedi!ngly iiejoice in cxpedatitm 
ofits being revealed. They rejoice in hope of 'that 
happy peiiod, when ftripped of the rbbes of morta- 

Uty, 
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lity, the fpJrit \will rctura to God who gave it, to be 
nomb^red wi(h the fpirits of juft men made perfed, 
and to baiii in the be^un? of love and the fruition of 
God for ever. And though the refurre£iion be a dif- 
cant privilege* yet to the nimble a6t of faith* leaping 
the ihort fpafi of life, aed the intermediate fpace be- 
twixt death and the great day, a glorious profpe£t 
appe^s, a fcene of womders prefent themfelves' in a 
difplay of divine wifdom, power, and goodnefs, in 
collecting jind reviving the fcattercd atoms of corrupt- 
ed bpdiea, and forming them to a ble/Fed likenefs of 
Chri/l'i glorified humanity; when the long fe^- 
ration of foul and body (hall come to a period, in a 
happy cai:\|unAiQn of them in bliisful climes and ne- 
ver-ending joys, 

3. Thu^ the hope of the believer refults from the 
{knowledge of falvation* a feaie of God's favour, and 
the promife of eternal life through Chrifk Tefqs ; and 
is maifitiuped by contiflaing and inrreaiing in the 
favour and knowledge of God; and will certainly 
iffiie in glory everlaiUng, to all who are faithful to 
ihe eitd. $0 much for- eKplication. It remains to 
m9kp. f<»iie ufe saf the whole. 

. It Now thif is tht (alvatiDn which the Saviour 
^%mP from heaven to procure fbr, predicate to, and 
coafer ^apon the .children. of men. It is the bond of 
moiH^iliatipii; ai«d.«eaif natng uqion betwixt God and 
immortal -few*' It n^dees peace, being the fruit of 
the blood of the f rofa. For this he £ed, and for 
ishis he revived ; '* For he was delivered far our of- 
" fences, and raifed again for .our juitification."* 
And this benefit he deiig^d for the whole of human 
kimii beinft a i»opitiatory facriiice for the fins of the 
f^ole world. A meriting Savioar to all men, and an 
a^UuU Saviour of all that believe and obey. 

2« And as in confequence of this, tl» Almighty 

ivilleth not the death of a finner, what piey it is, that 

all men are not of the fame miad* How happy 

K z would 
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would the world be, if all experienced this falvation ! 
It is good that a man is at peace with his prince, be- 
caufe the njoratb of a Ring is terrible* But how much 
better to be at peace with the great God, who to fin- 
ners is a confuming fire. What would the damned 
give for peace ! How would they exult had thev but 
the moil diftant profpedt of this ! But how light do 
nioft fmners fet by it ! O the inexcufeble madnefs of 
men, in depriving themfclves of fo great a benefit ! 
How will it aggravate their m^ery, that Chrift died 
for them, and they would not leek his falvation ! Is 
irtiot enough that men have finned againfl God, with- 
out bringing the blood of his Son, by neglecting it, in 
condemnation upon their own heads ? Well might he 
fay, «« he that believefh not Ihall be damned/** Surely 
n.one deferve damnation fo much as they, who will 
not believe for that which coH Chrift his precious 
life to procure ! 

3* And, it being the moft unrea(bnable procedure 
that any creature can be guilty of, to ** negledl fo 
^^ great falvation ;''f it is alfo the moft ungrateful. 
Small favours, when there is no motive for conferring 
them, but the benevolent difpofitioa of the donor, 
demand our fincere thanks. How much more the 
death of Chrifl, which bought our peace, and all 
other bleffings? The higheft fh-ains of adoradon, 
uttered by the united hearts and voices of men and 
angels, would not equal, in point of* gratitude, the 
kindnefs exhibited to mankind, in giving his life a 
ranfbm for them; How ungrateful then thofe mor* 
tals. Of rather mongers, who will not accept of ib rich 
a benefit as the forgivenefs of fins, on fo eafy ternos 
as Chrift propounds it to them ! Did he require them 
to quit all they hold dear in the world ; their habita- 
tions, friends, money, and life itfelf to partake of 
it, they, ftiil had but a fliadow of, not a fumcient rea- 
fbn for a refhfal. But now what doth the Lord re- 
quire of them, but that they repent and believe, in 
order to be forgiven ? And can any thing be i^ eaiy 

as 
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as this, efyeclAly when be affifts tliem by his grace, 
in what he requifes; fbr he is ^* exacted to be a 
** Fri«ce and a Sdviour, ic gh^ refentMuei aa well a$ 

4. But let 4IS Mviewtdie wliolein reltrenc^ to thofir 
46. whom it ibelongs* And it -being undoubtedly trae, 
that all iiave itnned, and come fiiOFt of the glory of 
<2od^ iMhile t^kcy continiie ^hua circumftanced/ <the 
iaw of God lies againft them ;' it expofes their '{in, 
fliews tiieir danger, -declwvs thiem detemng of> and 
ieatencesfhem to eternal death. • And it is no reg)CG- 
Us of perfons, exempting none from cenfure ve^o 
atfk cofitrary to it, being impartial in re^edt oi iins, 
extending to all forts and de^ees thereof. It marks 
the firft rifings, and reaches to the utmoft bound of 
every Species of evil. It takes cognizance of, sn4 
tmits all who fii0er fin in thdr hearts as ailual ofen- 
ders. It pronounces the covetous idolaters ^ the haters 
of mankind mur^ererj^ the luflfol Jookers on aJut" 
tertrs. In ftort, fin^ every kind being a tranfgrei^ 
lion of the law, the wages of it is<]ea^, is condem* 
nation here, and damnation hereafter. 

5. W4io then caii bear the a)vful declaration, and 
lift up his guilty head, when God iays, << Thefoiil 
" that ^fins ihall die." A«d, ** Cwfed is every one 
*^ who.coHtinuethnot In all things whiehM^ written 

^^ in the book of the law to do them!" But who has 
done the whole law ? Not one ; for all have finned. 
What tlien will finners do ? How will they iland be« 
lore the-gveat God when he fudges the world in righ- 
teocliheis, and gives -to every -one according to his 
works? Alas! What caii they <io, for the lanjt} by 
whiohf they -muft- be judged rehires comciflete confor* 
mity to it in heart and life, at all times, in all places, 
and touching all th^gs ; and, for one failure, con* 
demns to deatb^ everlaffting. This is - the language of 
it, and it varies not; like its author it is unchange- 
able and .Without fliadow (^turning. Wherefore, 
wherever it -finds fin unforgtvep, it finds matter to 
K 3 work 
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Work upon. Nor will it, in that caie, ceafe to co»- 
cLemn ; for though heaven and earth (ball pafs away, 
yet the law aUdeth for even So the finner remaifi- 
mg unforgiven, the fenten<fe paiTed upon him conti? 
i&ues ; being already cohdenined, if mercy interpoie 
not, all is eternally loft. For, " As I live, faith 
'* the Lord» every knee fhall bow to me, and every 
" tongue (hall confefs to God."* And, " the wick* 
*« edihallbc turned into hell/'f At death, their 
fouls fhall defcend to the devil, and at the.laft day 
their bodies (hall be saifed from the grave to go into 
everlafting fire^ A dreadful fentence this ! Yet jtift ; 
for Chriil will defcend *' in Earning £re, taking ven* 
*^ geance on all who know not God, and obey not 
*' the gofjpel."J 

6. In oppoiition to this, what can impenitent fin- 
ners do ? They cannot make void the fentence, nov 
efcape the puniihment. They mufl; bear their judg* 
ment. .. 'Tis true, they generally repofe confidence in 
God's mercy, hewing l&e will not puniih them as theic 
iins deferve, and as he has thx»atened to do^ . But 
that is to make the Almighty a liar. He hath, 
faid, ." Except ye repent ye fhall perilh;'* and his 
truth cannot faiL He is a juft God, hating iniquity,, 
and will not clear the guilty. Sooner fhall the earth 
be removed out of its place than a finner, dying in 
his fin, not be damned. 

. 7. But fome, to evade this, and arm againft terrors^ 
plead not guilty ; or If guilty, not wholly fo, deferv^ 
xng as well to be faved as loft, having done as much 
good as evil. But this is falfe in fad; there is ai» 
inipoffifctility in the cafe. That would be to havei 
ferved-two raafters at once ; which, we are told, can- 
not beT Befldes, finners are reprefented as having no 
righteoufnefs ; for,, faith the ApofUe, *^ when ye; 
** were the fervants of . fm,.. ye were free from rightc- 
*^ oufnefs/' I grant they may do many things ma* 
terially gopd; but not morsdly or religioufly ib*. 
They may feed the poor, cloath the nak£d>. relieve 
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the diftre^ed; may hear fermona, &y prayers, give 
thanksy receive facraments, &c. But all thefe, and 
whatever elfe they do, if unaccq>table to God while 
they continue in fin, the whole of a finner. being an 
abomination to him. For, God and his government 
being holy, a holy difpofition of heart, is ablblately 
Becefiary, as a qualification for a right discharge of 
that feryice. But finners are unholy, their* hearts are 
full of fin ; and that being the principle of their ac*' 
tions, they prance like themfelves, aU that they do 
is evil. Let no finner then boaft of his good warks^ 
forafmuch as he has none. Let him not build upon 
them, for they are but iand, and will let him unk 
into hell. 

8. Art thou then wholly finful? If fo, what wik 
thou do ? Or rather, what may the Lord do ? Why 
truly, he may ftrike thee dead, and fend thee to the 
devil ! And how wilt thou help thyfelf ? Poor foul ! 
l^hon art in the gall of bitternefs, and bond of ini- 
quity. Death and deftrudlion await thee. There is 
but a ftep betwixt thee and the pit. Canft thou reft 
upon the brink of hell ? Do n,ot dream of fafety there, 
devils are near I Lo ! A troop comes to pluck thee 
thither ! For they are the meflengers of God to thee for 
evil, the executors of his wrath.^ And remember, 
God deftroyed the njuorld of the ungodly hy a flood \ 
and rained fire and brknftone upon Sodont and Go- 
morrah, The earth alfo opened her mouth and fwal- 
lowed up Korah and bis compairf : and tbree-and- 
twenty tboufand Jews fell in one day. And art thou 
more fafe than they ? I doubt not. They were but 
finners, and {o art thou. Yea, perhaps thou art an 
old finner ; if (oy how long wilt thou be out of hell ? 
*Till to-morrow ? What may a day bring forth ? 
Confider, it was once faid, <* Thou fix>l, this night 
" fhall thy foul be required of thee." 

9. What then is to be done ? Sinner, thine is a loft 
caie, if thou continueft thus. As the Lord lives, 
who cannot lie, thus dying, thou art damned. Think 
not of efcaping in thy fins. But, if thou art deter- 
mined 
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mined to keep tkem, prepare for the worft. Fortify 
cbyfelf againft a guilty conicienoe, tke wratb of God, 
£x sad bHoiAoiw, the tyragnyof devidsy and eternal 
lorttcnts. £]q)ed no tnercy in lieU, nor mitigaCion 
of mifsry ; for diere tife worm ditth ntrty and tbifire is 
nm ^mtfcbed. And tnuft the fire feed upon tiiee for 
ererf Aks ! How mock more cauie haft diou to coHe 
thy day, than either jfob or Jeremiah &ad 1 They la- 
boured but under a tempoiary evil ; but thou art un- 

' der a feircence of eternal rain . And art thou content 
to tbvell with doils for eiwr ? Se fare that it will be 
lb, if thou dieft in tihy £ns. Do not think that the 
tilireateningt cf Godare bagbearB to frigfhten chiMreli 
with ; they are the efTeds of law and julHce againft 
iin ; and iooner will the Lord ceafe to be, than lie ; 
his truth, like himielf, endureth for ever. 

io« But before the fentence take place, before thou 
tot damn'd, conftder whether it is not better to re- 
pent. It is faid, <^ Wken the widced man tumeHi 
** away from his wickedneis, he ihall isnre hi« fotti 
** alive." Art thou willing to repent? if thou art, 
who can tell how foon thy i^ntence may be reverfed. 
Set aiioot it.' Leave oF thy fins, and forfake thy 
finfuit con^anions. To-.day; left to-morrow find 
thse odter wofk. Left, death >interpo£iTr, thou art 
numbered with the damned. Rent thy keart, and 
let tears ht a iign of thy foitow. ^Better weep now 
than hereafter, ^pare none of thy fins, however 
profitable or pkafant. If they be as thy ^ight hand, 
or<eye, they^muft be tut o% or plucked out. 'If thou 
fpareft'them, they will not fpare thee. One fin re- 

' tained, may keep thee from pardon, and fend thee 
to hell. l£ad Judas forfaken covetoufnefs as well as 
other crimes, he had doubtlefs efcaped btfHi a halter 
and kelL 1 remember an old woQian, who went t04i 
juftice for an order to have relief from her parifti, 
complaining' that' (he had nothing to live on, who^ 
gaining her requeft, was foon after feized with fick- 
nefe, (which rendered' that ibrtof relief unnecelTary) 

*ia iduchihe-fitil under great horror of .mind for what 
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fhe hadvdone ; for, as the truth of her complaint was 
fuipedled, ihe was oppofed and put upon her oath. 
However, being pofle^ed of a confiderable fum of 
money, and her confdence awaking, (he roared day 
and, night in racking defpair. In that deplorable 
condition, fhe took fome of her money, and faid to a 
perfon (landing by, ** Here, take this curfed money, 
•• for it has ruined me for ever!" She wi(hed for 
death, and was for deftroying herfelf, as her terrors 
were infupportable. And after fpending a few days 
in the utmoft didrefs, expired in the fame condition. 
Partial reformation will not do ; it mud be univerfal, 
or, as well none at all. It being the fame thing 
whether a man be drowned in the middle of the fea, 
OF near the (hore. So it is in effc^ th& fame, 
whether a man die in many fins, or few ; for^ if he' 
dies in one, he is undone, and he can but be fo,* 
dying in many. Repent then fincerely, univerfally, 
and perfeveringly, that iniquity prove not thy ever- 
la(Hng ruin. 

1 1 . But art thou confcious of (in ? Does the guilt 
of it lie heavy on thy heart ? If thou haft no fen^ of 
it, thou art aileep in Satan's cradle; he has put out 
thine eyes, hardened thy heart, and rendered thee 
pad feeling. Awake, left thou drink at the Lord's 
hand the cup of his fury ; left he tear thee in pieces^ 
and there be none to deliver. Know, that the Lord 
18 jealous of his honour, and, if robbed of his right, 
will requite it. Conftder, he may foon call thee be- 
fore his bar, and witnefs againft thee as a tranfgref- 
forof his law; and fay, <* Depart thou worker of 
•* iniquity into everlafting fire, prepared for the 
*^ devil and his angels.'' If he begin, he will foon 
make an end ! In the twinkling of an eye, he may 
deliver thee to the tormenters ! Is it a time then to 
be unconcerned, when fo much depends on it ? Sure- 
ly, if ever, it is time to ftir when the next hour may 
be thy laft ! Did you know what the damned endure, 
you would Hee from fin as from the face of a ferpent ; 
and yet they were once as iafe as you are. O what 

would 
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would they give to be upon their trial again ! How 
have fome, at the approach of death, lamented their 
cafe, through diilrefs of foul 1 Others have rpared toq 
hoirible to be heard ! And truly mine own heart haa 
felt mor^ of this, than imagination can paint, or 
tongue declare* A thoufand tongues cannot tell 
the torments of a guiky confcience. .It made pooiT 
Judas run fwiftly into the arms of death and hell. 
And many poor wretches after felling Chrtil for pro- 
fit, or pleafure, or honour, have died by their own 
hands, running from one hell to another. Surely 
then it is time to awake out of fleep, for now is yotfr 
damnation nearer than when you firft finned^ To be 
eafy in fin, is like fleecing on the feop of a nuifts 
when, the next bkfl of wind may fend the fimer to 
the bottom of the fea. , Peplorable is the cafe ci thcfe 
ivho.fieep on the brink of the pit. In dcath^s un- 
certainty their danger lies. Death may. be. at tho 
door, ready to enter in* Some judgment perhapt 
hangs over thy head. Thnndcr, orligkt«nimg, or 
earthquake, ot peilileoce, or other deilrudive thing 
imay be on ita way, ta bring thee to. thy. fenfes by^ 
lending thee to hell. But if no judgnieyDrt hurry jhcs 
out of the worlds old a2e» or infirmides.wiU eiccN 
tually do it. Yea, and oy nature's law, whAt maji 
he, may be now. By natture's law men die i by the 
fame law they may die. now. And ut thou. in Ay. 
iins, and infenfihle of thy danger ? O fearful «fiate ! 
A blind man walking ankoi^ pitd>«or.on precipices^ 
is in perfe^ fafetv compared to thee. Ti ue, .ius 
mortal life is in danger; but thy eternal life is at 
fiake. His lofs» can be but the difcharge of a debt 
due to nature ; but thine« the lofs of heaven and the 
gaining of hell. 

12. Wottldft thou know thy condition? See thy 
jH^urei in a rebel againft his prince, purfued by men 
commi^ned to flay him. And how loon may the 
Lord fay concerning thee. Cut him down ? Yea, his 
wrath is revealed, his threatening is gone forth ; he 
hath whet his fword and bent his bow, and with theie 
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inftrunretits of death, thy life Vnay fee as one in thi 

frave, and thy foal configned to hdl, in a moment, 
ut let the Lord be gloi-ifred. Yea, he will be glo- 
rified, whether thou art faved or loft. But let him 
be glorified in that whith is moft agreeable to him, 
in thy falvation; not in thy deftru&on, for he h^s 
no pleafiire in the death of a finncr. Art thou wi!- 
,Jing to be ftved at the expence of all oth^r things? 
Sit down and count' the colt. Are thy fins, friend)?, 
good name, profits, pleafures, and life jtiHf too much 
to give? What are they compared with thy foul? 
There is no comparifon. Better lofe all than that. 
The lofs of thy foul is all. Ten thoufand worlds ib 
bought would be too dear. Well, art thou deter- 
minefd to fell all for Chtift? Wilfthou facrifice thy 
fins ? If thou wilt be faved, let thefe go. Shake thy- 
fclf front the duft of devililh works . " Stand difengag- 
•ed from the works of darknefs, and tJiere will be 
hope. Repent and reform, and thou art in the 'v^'ay 
with the Lord. 

15,. But will repentance and reformation fave thee ? 
No, verily. Repentance is not remifiion, nor re- 
formation regeneration. If thou repenteftbf and re- 
formeft from all thy fins, thou art but ftlH in :t'he Hate 
of a criminal ; for repentance and reform a tlon make 
no atonement for what 'is paft. Thoii art in fimilar 
circumftances with a perfbn who has contrafted a debt 
which he cannot difcharge ; and though he adds no- 
thing to It, yet the old debt ftandin'g againft him, he 
lies at the mercy of his creditor. In liki^ manner, if 
thoufinneft no tnore, thafwill nxit free.^thee from the 
guilt of thy former fins. And if tjiey* never be foi:- 
givtn, thou (huft fuflFer fbr them, and thar will'bfe the 
vengeance of eternal 'fire; ' It will certainly be fo ; 
becauftf there is no medium betwixt being /aved from, 
and fuffering for fin. But'repe*ntance for and refor- 
mation from fin, do not 6ve. They neither atone for, 
nortake it away. At.moft they ^re but (and neither 
are they that) the 'difcharge of pfefent duty, Irid 
iiave no influence on paft life in fupplying its deficien- 
' * cies. 
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wSf or pacifying God. Seeing then that reformation 
leaves the foul in the guilt of fin, and in danger of 
fuffering for it, it indicates its infufiiciency^ and the 
neceility of another thing. More muft be done before 
a confdous finner can be cleared in the court of his 
own confcience. And as it is not the merit of any 
thing of his own, whether pad or prefent, that can 
avail in this cafe, it remains to have recourfe to an- 
other; even to God, who <* jufti£es the ungodly.*' 
. But, what fhall a iinner bring to pacify God and turn 
away his wrath, to render him propitious and obtain 
a pardon ? Poor foul ! Thou mufl now renounce felf- 
dependence more than ever. Foreign help muft be 
thy whole fupport. Jefus Chrift alone can deliver thee. 
Helpi is laid on him. He is the way to the Father. 
He bore thy fins, and intercedes for thee. '. He faves 
to the uttermoft them who come unto God by him. 
Go in his name ; fay to the Father, I am a finner, 
. and deferve hell for what I have done. I have no- 
thing to plead but thy Son's palHon ; h was for me, 
he died in my ftead. O Lord God Almighty, have 
mercy upon me for his fake alone. Do this in faith ; 
believe that he will have mercy on thee, and wreftle 
till thou prevailed. 

14. Now is the neceility of, the time for, and ufe 
of faith. Remember, jullification is by faith. And 
faith follows repentance. Thou believed there is 
one God; and,. Satan -like, trembled. Thou doeft 
well. But believe the promife of forgivenefs; believe 
that God jpardons iniquity, tran(greiEon, and fin. 
Without wavering credit his word. This do notwith- 
danding thy fins ; £ot the promife is to finners. And 
let not the number and nature of thy crimes, how 
many and malignant foever they be, hinder. The 
promife is to repenting believing finners without ex- 
ception. Catch this rope, led thou diould fink into 
de/pair and hell ! Confider, unbelief may damn : For 
** he who bclieveth not (hall be de damn'd."* Truft 
what God hath faid ; ** 1 will (faith he) be merciful 

" to 
* Mark xvi« 16. 
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** to their unrightcottfnei^." And let this cord Icftd 
thee to God. He is near that joiUfies. With thy 
heart trufl in him. Turn th^ will tQ\yar(l8 him. He 
is at the door of thy heart. Ojpiea tp him, and day^ 
Lord deliver my foul. Chufe his f^va^on. This is 
the work of thy will. Claim the prpmiied benjcfit. 
And flav thy ioi^l upon Gx^d for it. J^iicol^-Ujke wref- 
tit, and ^^y thou (halt not go,' 'till ihoi^ ^^& me. 
Thus abide, till thou fee the goodfi^eft of God^ even 
the iklvation of thy foul. 

15. To cpncluide. As a finful fta^e ^l^oui^ds with 
criminality, and a confcioufneis pf it creating un- 
speakable mifery; (for a wounded fpirit who can 
bear!) and being an anticipation ^nd ipe^imen of e- 
terna^ terments ; and many things concurring to take 
away ijfe, every unj^ili^ perlon is ^expoic^d to iny- 
minent danger, the danger of dying in fin a^id fi^ffef- 
ing eternally for it. But die Almiglity willing not 
the death of a Hnner; and giving grace to, and com- 
manding all men every wnere to repent while the 
day of gracs, the time of probation endiu-es, all may 
turn to God, by breaking of* their iins and bring- 
ing fbrth fruit meet for repentance. Moreover, he 
requires all men, according to their 4i^penfatipn p£ 
revealed truth, and internal evidence or aifcov^ie$ of 
lufi^elf and will, to believe ; which all may 4^ 
through the fpirit arid merit of Chriilt. For, he \y^o 
died Tor all to be the way to the Father, does in fome 
degree, enlighten and enliven all, that they may 
fee the way and have power to wajLk in it : As fhcb, 
the deftrudion of all the decoyed, as touching the 
caufe thereof, muft be refolved into diipbedieace and 
damning unbelief. And thoagh Chrill; is not preach- 
ed to all by the letter as a Saviour ; yet his fpirit 
inilrudls all in things pertaining to God. And h^- 
ing died for all men, the bendits of his death will 
be conferred upon all, who ufe grace and the meaps 
afforded for religious inilru£tion and improvement, 
according to the will of God. And further: As 
thofe who have Chrlil preached as well by the outward 
L diipen ration 
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difpeniation of the word, as by the illaminatlon and 
excitation of the fpiiit, are privileged above others ; 
, if they rejeft, or negledl fo great falvation, their fu- 
perior privileges will aggravate their crimes, ;smd in- 
creafe thdr condemnation. ' 

1 6. Forafmuch then as life and death are in the 
hands of the Lord, how much is it to be deiired, that 
men would be wife and consider their latter end, and 
tnm to him who fmiteth them. For, how ihort 
lived are moft, and how uncertain the life which con- 
tinues for fo fliort a time ! How foddenly are many 
taken away; and, according to appearance, altoge> 
ther unprepared ! Alas for fouls who depart in their 
fins, the names kindle upon them, and confdence 
perpetually torments them ! Thus, in the twinkling 
of an eye, they are numbered with the damned. 
Miferable wretches ! A time was when the Almighty 
fb-ove with their rebellious hearts, but they would 
not fubmit ; or, if they did, it was but for a time, 
for they brought not forth fruit to perfedlion. 

Laftly, Let this be a caution to others, left they 
alfo fail in the bufinefs which is of greater concern- 
ment than gaining a world. Let it be fuppofed then, 
that fome are fenfible of their danger, that t}iev foe 
their undone condition without an intereft in Chrift. 
^uch, it muil be confeiTed, appear in a light, which 
to themfelves, is truly, alarming ; they are black with 
guilt and a corrupt nature.. Yea, God is angry with 
them, for they feel his wrath in an accusing con- 
fdence. But their cafe is not woHe for that ; yea, 
it is the very condition they fhould be in, in order 
to be forgiven. They are fuch as he waits to be 
gracious unto. He has brought them into this flate 
to do them good. They are humbled that they may 
be exalted ; burthened that they may find reft ; guilty 
that they may be acquitted. Let them now (having 
broken off their fins by repentance,) depend on the 
death of Chrift for forgivenefs. And let them tmft 
and not be afraid, for he is near that juftifieth. In 
a moment, his mercy may take place, and they are 
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joftified freely from all things, from which they could 
not be jaftlfied by the law of Mofes, and have peace 
with God, through our Lord Jefus Chrifl. << And 
•• in that day they ihall fay. Lord, we will praife 
*' thee, for thongh thou waft angry with us, thine 
" anger is turnM away, and now thou comforted 
" our fouls."* 

*I(ai. xii. t» 
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The Spirit and its Fruits. 

A 

DISCOURSE 

ON 

Galatians, Chap. v. Vcr. 23. 
Againji jM there is no. law. 

»P^^^-^» N difcourfiflg frbm tfecfc words, I ihall I. 
5 I Z attempt foine account of the things againft 
J C whidi there i« no law ; II* point out how 

^v^^yv^ there is no laW againd them ; and, III. 
conclude with fome uie of the whole. ' 

I. And firfl of the things agaiiift which there is no 
law. Thefe are fpecified ^n the preceding verfe. 
'* Bat the frait of the fpirit is love, joy, peace, long- 
*< fuffering, gentlenefs, goodnefs^ faith, meeknefs, 
" temperance." 

. (I.) >• And firft of the fpirit. Now the fpirit, as 
it fpQ>e£ts the prefent flate of man, has a double ac- 
ceptation. In the fcriptures, it often fignifies that 
which the Almighty vouchfafes to mankind, that aeent 
by which he helpeth their infirmitie8> delivereth them 

from 
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from evilj and fermeth them to a Ukp^efs with himr 
ielf; and is then eminently ,^ed the Holy. Qho^, 
or the fpirit of ,God. Confonant to which^ while 
Peter was fpeaking, <* The Holy Ghoft fell on all 
<f them v^oheard the word."* Italfo ii^nifi^s the 
immediate e£ed of that fpirity viz. A divine prind* 
pie or w<w naturt. The htter is that which the Apo^* 
tie here intends. But the fpirit in this ienfe, alwajr^ 
fjippofes it in th^^ other alfo ; as a nc^ iiatOPe it 
wrooght in man by thp Holy Ghpft."t ^ 

2* That a new nat;ttre is here fignificd b^ the fpirit, 
is evident from its contrary, mentioned m the 19th 
verfe. /' Now the work? of ^ fleih (faith th^ A^qC- 
f* de,} are manifeft» which are adultery, fornicatiop, 
" uncleanneis» lafcivioufnefi, idolatry, witchcraft, 
** hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, ftrife, iedid* 
** ons, hereiies, envyings, murders, dronkennefs, re- 
'< velings." A;id though fpme of diefe are the works 
of the fleQi, as \t iigniiies the body; yet others, vix. 
hatred, wrath, &c. are ipiritual evils, and pertain to 
the mind. And it is no injury to truth, to reiblve 
all evils committed by the body, into the mind, as 
their firft and principle cau(e : For, as the body can* 
not a£t without the mind, fo it generally z&s accord* 
ing to the difpoiitipn of it : Therefore the enormi- 
ties committal againft God»: ourfelves, and man- 
kind, are the works qf the carnal mind, howevjcr the 
body may be concerned as an iofbiiment in the exe- 
cution of them. The ilefh then, Signifying the cor- 
rupt principle, and the body aAing in concert with 
it j by the A)irit is meant the new date of the mind» 
and its confeqnent actings in and by the body, as we 
fland related, to God, and one another^ 

3. An4 forafmuch as the i^th verfe reprefents HeQi 
and ipirit ading in the (ame fouU and driving for 
the maftery ; the 19th verfe is defcriptive of a perfon 
wholly in the fleih, without any the leafl mixture of 
grace ; and,i \m parity of reafon, the zzd ytrk ex- 
hibits a date wholly fpiritual or free from evil, which 
I>3 ia 

* Afls X. 44. f Rom. XV. s6. 
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fGik'ofKMth i^iM-, wUck bc^tk», kHisHta An, ftiM 
toin^eifes'CJbd^sirittge lA te. ' 

pfeciall>rof.6AtWara fim - AodteneraMyiAeonvitad- 

hf'^ ^f)ief'^ €6^il£l, .aj^v^ t]A» ¥lMitM jit^-t 

for^hixn, and^giyiiife-^. kccxi arid difm: 4 ftafe Hjf 
tli^Sfifi as nmpk Mt vt^^Iy <^6i^M$t^««:'iA -fi'^eilkry 
«fta ^f ^hicK' fti, Ac cbhfticnce h^g ^aW^cl^'Aftd^ 
mdthe4in!Uhif^ biffiii difcemed, tlie confdous^ifili- 
ifer is i^fonooi^ |^t3fy> and Ctnten€td to eternid 
death. Knd'ms >fefotc9^ is fo dear and fall, Arid 
Item^ wfa fc cjfeV«ndft|^«Bd JJ6W»W evidence, diat 
^etdttit^ % ^ch 4niMjxt exd^l^, and obliged f6 
^qofefte i^ it ^s'^i^-,- a& <wto he deierves ¥b^ Wh» 
»c'h«* *>nc- Airfd having no Wbrks efr iA<fttt oT 
KsfWh tb pl^ad to^T^sWihcile hflin tb diid, his ohly 
?cfege i^ a crticlfied 5avi<3ur, on whom by <he -hel^ 
W ^ cfgnttheirig fpiiit, lie is enabled to believe; 
"VWicri trdftviaidta ifibfes m converfidri, the fpirit of 
•toraiige in tiiat bf adb^jtibn:. 

* 5. Thid beitig feftbred to the fevonr of God thtbtigk 
TeMiffio^^f£ns, wh?chr accompaiiies iht fpintof a^ 
tl^'tiiWr,' and^ in ibinc de=gree renewed in 1ms inage^ 
•flic BMySpirit, 'cvcfr mindful of his chs^e, (his of*- 
•ficfe biinfe to ifahiaify) fails not to difcover the tc- 
%sains bf imrtoewed itatorc, arid exdtc dcfires and 
^endeavours after more of the mind of Chrift Jefos, 
* 6. Wherefore, ay in the piecedirig condition-, 
while the foitl was eorifli£Hrig with ft guilty conici- 
erice, [the chiief pbiht of enquiry Was, what it fhould 
do to be;4vtdTrom it r And1>eirig delivered in chf«t 
rcfpeft, its prefent tioncern is, ThW to recover that 
purity, it now as clearly 'ftes the want of, as before 
it difcemed iKt rieceflity of divine acceptance. Hence 
a new war eottTmences'in the ibul, nature and grace 
ftroDgly oppofe each othfer, conteadine for their re* 

: • fpeaive 
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j^aiVe riglits and ptivil^gMi NalOh^^ ^as the laj^ent 
dfSsttfttiimd prioi' pofleflbr &f thti foul, reluaantly 
ittinqiiiflieth ks elMlit|;e> gt)^vK not esiitly out. And 
]^a^e, iUi aBdr for OhHft, who» by tiU price he ha» 
paid Ibh tlMft redf^ption bf fiiifiefS', haa purchafed 
^ right of ptifl^ffibn. Thefe ^aalities» thooj^h in- 
compatible in their kind, and obftru^ive of each 
khe¥ in tlifeif* ctmH^ 4re •ni)twith(landing the refiddnt 
dif|Mtioh^ of the'ibUli i« the firft tlage of chriftia-r 
)lity. A8d Inhmng in th^ (hm^ fnb{4&^^ and a^tng 
in (4>pbfition toeath othla-^ fo, though the foiil is 
iirt peace with' God^ touchiftg What is paft» it is far 
frotn being at peace with itfelf, rcfp^ing what is 
Jwefent: " For the ftefh Infteth s^ainft the fpirit, 
" and the.fpirit ^gainll the fidfli;''* 

74 N6w obfediWce to the one 6f thcfe different 
diq>(«fttioVi#^ is (HMedi^nte to thfe <tt\i€t; and it- 
<^irig as ^kebhe'cif tikb bther i<9 o^byed, it is pib- 
pdrtioR^bly encbura^ and enc!taftd:> Fdr^hey who 
h^k in the fpirit, 46 not futfi/i tHre >di^tth 6fthtflejh ; 
%A <>n the cohtrary, he ^ho fo^^s to the fieih fhall of the 
ie(h reap tbrtttptiDn. Agreeable to which, (faith 
^t Apoftle) « ii ye live afte^ the ileOi ye ihaJl die \ 
»* but if ye throagf^the ^iHtdo mortify the deed^ 
« rtf the body, ye feafl Uvfe.^''t ' * ' 

'8. Death then bHng the IMt'^dilbbedience, and 
file thet^anfcq^eMe- c»f the eoiftrary pradite ; it sn^ 
ftr», that.dltet' tli^ Hfe^oif gtace commences in !tKe 
Ibttly its cofitinoaMe and increafe depend oh a right 
\it of it : And that, n^twithftanding the framef^ bt 
grace, there is ne reafon to e)cpe£i a continuance, 
teuel^ iefs an in^i^afe' of it, in a way of difbbedi- 
cnce J whether it be by ^6ing tilings forbidden, or By 
l^itting a»y^j>art<)f that duty, w4lich the Almighty 
has ina& die nveans ^^grac^ andTpirituaA lii^pt-eve- 
iKletit. Thcrefofe ipiftoat'^i^t'^-dependinfi^ to a 
^^er ufe of grafce ; ' pr^p^n^nMe- to the ufe of iti 
will the increafe be. If this is not granted, tfiete is 
neither fenfc in, nor ule ef, €kbifrtmr0ts to ^ilfgence 

in. 
* GaL r. i7» f.Rom. viii.i^,. 
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in duty I H ftfinfi^ to run, tofykti to nvatcht to prs^ 
twithout ceafiug, to worA out our /al'uation^ to gwi ml 
diligence, and he faithful umto death, (^c Neither, 
without this, can life itielf be coniidered as a ibUie 
of probation in iefjpe£l of regaining the loft inMtge of 
God, glorifying him on earth, and being rendered 
meet for the heavexUy inheritance. 

9. But, if {boie e;fceptions be made to the rule of 
proportioning the increafe of grai;e to the uie of it, 
if ever the Lord deviates from this rule by profpering 
an unfaithful perfon^ yet it may with the greateft 
certainty be called his general rule : Anjl perhaps it 
will be difficult, if not impoffible, to produce one 
inftance of conilderable improvement, which had not 
fome dependence on preceding faithfulnefs to previous 
bleffings. Yea, this is fo clearly revealed, aad is io 
congruous to the nature of the thi$g, that there can 
be no difficulty iiv aifentsng jto ^s prQpofition, .vis* 
** That on a right ufe of grace in. ferving:God ac- 
** cording to prefent ability, and in a€Ung from it 
" in order to its increaie, depends, future proficiency 
** in {piritual things; and according to the d^ee 
'* of faithfulnefs in the ufp of gr^ce» the increafe i§ 
«< proportioned," As ^ confirma^on . of this, the 
fcriptures aftert, that the fai^fulinpeafed their, talcatt; 
and teftify, that, ^ .ivifajithfiil did not fot. 'i^Iore- 
over, they^add> that V to every c^^- whQ hath fhall 
*' be given^ aadJ»& ihall )i^ve abii^an^e; but from 
<* him that hath not ihall be taken away, even. that 
*\ which, he hath,'/* Which, evidences, that every 
one who is faithful in the ufe of that which he hath» 
fhall receive more; apd that the unfaithfu) ihall be 
deprived of that which tKey i^v.e., 

10. Seeing then tha(. ^ithCulaefs to grace is the 
hinge on which pro4>erity . turns,, it infers, that if 
the method preicribed . by our Lord for a fupplyof 
fpiriuial want$ be complied witl]i» fuccefs is fure. 
And comporting with the meaneft capacity, where 
there is any degree of gra^ej therefore according to 
the ufe or abufe of k, will the conditions of men be. 

* Mat. XXV, 29. 
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If it be obeyed, bleffings will be given ; if not, tklr/ 
will be withheld. The prefcHption is this : " Which 
** of you (faith Jefas) ihall have a friend, and (hall 
** go onto him at midnight, and fay dnto hiiti, 
** Friend, lend me three loaves : And he from within 
*< ihaltahlwerand fiAy, I'rouble me not; the door 
*^ is fliiit, and my childi'en are with me in bed, I 
** CMMot' rife and gite thee. I fay unto yoa, though 
'* h«willnotrife«id give hiihbecaufeheishis friend $ 
** yet becaliftf of his importunity he will rife and give 
** him dft many as he ikiedeth."* Here, where 
fiieiid(hi{>i the general indiitelnent to do good, fails; 
importunity, urging thi peikidii, prevails. Thii 
pfenJteatfamisoS otf lA^i ttiulslers to^ And reCdm- 
wmt^Mi ^it ooheinib the ibul, by adding, "And I 
** fay linos yott^oik^ ^A it Ihftll be g!v«n yiw/' 
The jamefsfahi^frof^ifi^i^h jAatMi he alc^rtains, by 
fayinvi «< 9» «Ve^y <me that Hflteth, reeeiveth*'' 
And'ft bddg- i«n»o^te f^ God to lit, if his love to 
sMikkui, t W ChrMI^ wew no rtidre to be depended on 
tlNmdMt:of^'4EdiAdi6n ftiehd; which, in refped of 
4(mf^ goodj w^9'n<$t j^tff ^gainft the didfcaltles of 
lih b<!ih#'Midhigfie, m 4o6r fhtff, and hii childl^ 
#ith hi A ^ b«d; 7tt if Mltleflki^* be folicited by 
ion^^ pti^, he' win givie lalf tha« is nAeflSlry to be 
^cei^d, te'Waflt Ihall r^iftain unfupplieds For he 
ftlleth tMe hiflfgf^ trkh g«>6d things. 

It; Thenatiire of #hich benefit i»ex^ained, and 
the method of receiving it illuftrated by verfe the thir* 
tee&th> #he^i« is MA^ «< If a ibn fhall a& breitd of 
<< tmydfybn Who is.a frth^^ will he givehim a flone ? 
^ if 3f% thM>b6ifl]^ ^ai kno^ how td giV^gdod gift^ 
•' to ytkkr chil^kn 3 hdw dmeh thotb ihall ydiir hea- 
<« irenly Pach^^ive th^ Holy SfilHt Id theth thiit aft 
«< him/' This fihiililttde, Which contains the fenO* 
of iBi contrad, does hi)n6dr to its author, and indicates 
tiie ft^eftefs Hhd fukiefs of Ihe bteffihgs which at« to be 
l«cetT^: I# ye who al^ «vi}, to wh^m td do good 
fhotfld ieekn a fthiU^fc thing, ^ww^ f> rt^hti^ the 

under* 
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underftandiog and inclination to give profitable and 
pleafant things to your children ; how much more ihall 
God, who is goodnefs itfelf, and whofe nature and pro- 
perty is to do good, give good things,' all good things 
to them that ajk him,* 

12. Forafmuch then as this incomparable account 
of the Almighty, exhibits in a clear light, how wil- 
ling he is to enrich his creatures with heavenly tlung^ ; 
if he be obeyed, in the manner and mea&ire iignifted 
by thefe fayings, the bleffing is fure ; the combined 
efforts of earth and hell cannot fruftrate the defign ; 
the Holy Spirit will be imbibed in fuch fort* as t0 
fsr^4icate every irreligious things 
. 13^ And this prefcript exhibiting the necefltty of 
carneil, argent, repeated applica^tioBS to God fprpro* 
mifed benefits; the nature of regeneratiofty sUb re^ 
quires that the mind beretain'd in that fervice,-and 
in things which have influence in the fuccds of prayer. 
The natural motions of the mind inuft be refbained^ 
gnd the riiing of wrong tenip^is inft^Uy fubdned* 
^ and thing» which work upon aad attraft thcafieftioils, 
'^nd Air i^ and iriiute (he tempers declined* (^ » 
permiiIion,.mttch more an indulgence of thcfe, rfstard^ 
if not totally hinder, the foul's progrefs in hoUne6> 
a3 facilitators of this blefled bofinels ; and the mind 
continue exercifed in drawing near to, a#id wreftle 
with God, for drength and comfort to fuppojt an4 
encourage it in recovering moral redUtude ^nd a 
meetnefs fyr glory. 

14* Which procedures agreeing with oar Lord'a 
command, and the nature of regeneration, lik^wiie 
with the condition of man* as a free agent, and in a 
Hate of imperfedion. For, the (9UI having ^ adUvo 
and ielf-deternitning prop^ty } and imperfe^ believ- 
ers pofleiling contrary affe^onis, (good and evil, or 
a degree of both) which have their refpe&ive pbje^, 
purfuits, and fatisfa^ons: So while the foul hangs 
in equiUbrio, its motion* and ten4ency is determined 
by the exerdpn of the felf-d^termiAing power> in fa- 
vour 
..^MajU vii#tx. 
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vour of one or other of the obje£ls which folicxt its 
attention and a^dlion : Which nece/Tarily iffues in 
this conclufion, vi*. That fpiritual profperity depends 
on a proper and diligent exertion of man's free, ac- 
. tive, moral nature in things religious ; and that the 
principal impediment to that proiperity is inactivity 
and idlenefs. To prevent which, and facilitate * 
the work of grace, refiftance muft be made to the 
evil, and in favour of the good motion, proportion- 
able to the ftrength of the evil principle : wnich re- 
fiftance maft be reiterated or kept in a£Hon, fo long 
as the oppofition continues : Which, will be more or 
lefs, till all evil be deftroyed in the foiil. 

15. If then the law of truth, which is in part in- 
fcribed on every believer's heart, be obeyed in the 
dilates and deiires arifing from it ; if it be fully com- 
plied with, as thereby the motions of the carnal mind 
will be retrained, and the animal fenfes and appe- 
tites obliged to obferve due decorum, the work of 
grace will proceed ; fuch will die daily to the life of 
corrupt nature, and grow up into Chrift in all things, 
into a blefled conformity to his holy, happy mind : 
For the irradiating rays of his fpirit will expel the 
remains of nature's darknefs, by transforming the 
foul into the image of h!m who is light itfelf, and 
his mollif|ring and refining influence remove all 
hardnefs of heart and contrariety to God, and prin- 
ciple it with purity and perfedtion correfpondent to 
the image and will of God : When, having expelled 
all that is contrary to himfelf, grace will reign in the 
foul without oppofition from it. 

16. In which condition, as the quality of the foul 
is one, its tendency is one alfo. Being created anew, 
it is capable of obeying the Lord in all things : And 
to fuch his commands are not grievous ; for the foul 
having recovered its native freedom, that wherein the 
firft man was formed, it afts without rcftraint ; holi- 
iiefs is the fpring which determines its motion towards 
that which is good. But 

17. Notwithftanding, as free agency, and igno- 

rance. 
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mnce, in many thLogs, confifL witb the hi^heft d^gi^ee 
of moral reditude, it is pofiible to err in ju4gcn^ent, 
and» in confeauence of it, to make a wrong choice. 
Moreover, evil fpirits having accefs to the mindy and 
fugjgrefting things contrary to its interefl,^ it may, by 
that means, be rendered erroneous. And the foyl 
refiding in the body, and being influenced by earthly- 
things, through the outward fenfes, may be prejodic^ 
in its peace and purity thereby. The appetites liljM- 
wife, which have for their objedl and end the. things 
of life, by reafon of the connexion fubfifting betwixt, 
them and the rational fpirit, renders a deviation 
from duty and detrimental efle&s^ p^ble: For 
though purfuits of, and fatisfadions arifing from 
temporal things, coniift with the highefl degree of 
love to God ; yet as regard to them may bec9me ir- 
regular and immpderate, fo proportionably as animal 
anedion prevails, religious aitedUon, love tQ God 
and goodnefs, will decline. Hence then it being 
neceiUu-y to keep the body under, by reiibruning the 
spimal appetite and fenfe, and to refUl temptations 
refulting from Satan and other things ; it is alfo 
needful to live in the perpetual exerciS of grace, in 
the ufe of inflituted ordinances, and to regulate the 
whole condudi according to the rule of God's word. 

1 8. However, though in this ilate of purity and 
perfection) it is poflible to deviate from the right way 
(for fo angels and Adam did ;} yet being capacitated 
for fuch fervice as the Almighty cxpcQts from fouls 
rational, holy, and immortal, it brings forth the 
fruit of love, joy, peace, &c. 

(II.) I. Now ayaTm, Levey is the firft fruit of the 
fpirit, of ipiritual nature renewed by the HolyGhoft. 
They who are initiated into the favour and family 
of God, ei'pecially all who are renewed after the 
image of him who created them, are furniihed with 
that divine difpofition. . Love is the infeparable effed 
of holinefs imprinted on the fpirits of the completely 
regenerate ; which iiTues in perpetual communion with 

him 
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Kim whom the pure in heart always fee, inafmach as 
the Spirit of man needs no mouve (Uioagh it has 
many) bat likenefs to God, to make it unite Avith 
him. From a correfpondence in quality, arifeth re- 
ciprocal affciKon, loving and'being Moved. Hence, 
holineft of heart being that wherein the divine image 
chiefly confifts, fupreme love to God, the fountain of 
true felicity, is charaderiftic of that blefled condition » 
a. Which love is the (pringof prs^cal obedience, 
the fource of words and works pleafing to God ; it is, 
in its effeAsy the difcham of that duty which is in- 
cumbent on all mankinl* bein^ tki end of the com- 
mandmentf according to which Uod is to be fe^ved : 
For, << this is the love of God, that we keep his 
" commandments.'** This (keeping his command^ 
ments) is the delineation, pra^calufe, teft, criterion^ 
and proof of love to God. Love (or a lover of God) 
has reijjpeft to God as a fpiritual holy being, with 
whom It complies, and to whom it facrifices it(eTf in all 
things, making him the objed of all its defigns and 
endeavours, exciting its poiie(K)r to a pradtce corre- 
ipondent to every divine precept. And forafinuch as 
the principle productive of this love is perfe^, it 
comported as well with the extent, as with the na^* 
ture of the command ; Eipecially when the organs 
and inftruments by which love exerts itfeif in outward 
aAs, are properly adapted to anfwer its defign. And 
when impediments intervene, and prevent its exer- 
tions ; yet if the affedlion remains entire, though it 
tenninate in itfeif, ihort of any a6l of the body, 'tis 
acceptable, being all that its pofTeffor is then capable 
of, and from whom, in that cafe, nothing more is re- 
quired* And hence, though no eflTedt can rife above 
Its caufr, yet the caufe (a pure heart) being fufficient 
to produce all that God requires ; it infers, that love, 
the firft fruit of the fplrit, runs parallel with, is in 
heart and life a full compliance with the firft and . 
mat command of loving the Lord with all the heart, 
U)al, mind and ftrength. But love terminates not in 
M ^ God, 

• 1 John V. 3. " 
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God ; it has inferior obje£tsr having r«fpe£l to the 
individual^ of mankind ; for, the fecoiid command is, 

3. *^ Thoir Ihalt love thy neighbour as thyiclf."* 
"Which being of a fimilar nature with the firft, and 
love a£ling impartially, it gives to all tf^ due j like 
its author, who is loving to every man, it feeks the 
good of all. . Being a fruit of the image of God re- 
ftored to the foUl, it expels all liarrpw feliiflmefs of 
fpirit, unfolds and enlarges the aFedions, and gives 
an. unbounded benevolence for mankind. Proceed- 
ing from God, it capacitates to love like him : JThat 
" breadth, length, depth, iand'height of .4Qve in 
** Chrill Jefus,"f through the mind of Chrift in men , 
islh miniature in them : The fame caufe. produces 
the fame eiFe£l in both; being v principled with, tJI;ej 
<walk tv cxyawn in lonje^X as ChriSalfohatkuy^EWKrEv ti^i 
lo'ued ust and in confequence thereof, gave him&lf 
for us an offering and a facrifice to God for alWeet - 
fmelling favour. They walk in the love ** which 
worketh no evil to his .»eighbour,"§ and excites to 
all good; they embrace every child of , man with a 
fiQcere, cordial^ diiuitereiiied afie£tion, with a love 
that is ^ritual and holy ; of which, as all men are 
fpirittial and capable of holinefs, they are proper ob- 
je6ls. TJiecefore, loving all men as immortal and 
candidates for holinefs, or heaven, it is an imitation 

. ofv is fimilar in fenfe with, the love of the Loid Jefus 
Chriff. 

4. And the difUnguifhing charaflerifUc .of this love 
being its i^irituaUty and purity, it is not ihfiuenced 
by eartl^ly oonfiderations. Riches, or poverty, or 
whatever elfe that is nominal and temporaryy weigh 
nothing with the love which en'uieth not, and is with- 
out pjortiality^ But, notwith Handing thi^. general 
affedion for mankind, founded on univeri^ natqre, 
and a iimilarity of circumftances fubfifting amongfi 
them; yet there being a particular, viz. the divine 
nature, and circumilances peculiar to it, it gives rife 
to a different affedion. The fpirit which abounds 
with univerfal benevolence, has a particular regard 

for 
*LukeK*a7« fEphe. iii. x8. JEphe. v. 2. §Roni. xiii. 10. 
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for fuch as corrclpond with itfelf in quality: TJie 
nearer they approach to that degree of purity of which 
it is pofTeiled, the clofer.is its attachment to them -, 
and where any are wholly renewed in love, there is n. 
onenefs which is illudrated by the connexion fubfill- 
ing betwixt the Father and the Son: " Tliat they 
" all may be one» (faith Chrift) as thou, Father, 
** art in me, and I in thee:"* Which onenefs with 
themfelves, conflitutes them one with God ; for he 
adds, " That they may alfo be one in us/* Thefe 
holy fouls, according to their pai'ticular genus , give 
a preference to each other above all others of an in- 
ferior orden Love delights in its likenefs, in the- 
ibuls whici abound in the graces of the fpirit. 
Among fuch kindred ipirits, complacency and fweet 
delight do reign. 

5. NotwithUanding, love freely fpends Its fires for 
the good of thofe with whom no fuch endearing in- 
ducement is found: It pities the miferable, and com- 
miferates the cafe of the forrowful, but is moft con-' 
cerned for thofe who flight its care. It weeps over 
them and wifhes they were wife ; and when contempt 
is turned into contumely, (if there be yet hope of 
gaining fouls fo far gone) it only ferves to increafe 
die flame of divine affection, exciting defires and en- 
deavours proportionable to the danger to which they 
are expofed : " For believing all things, and hoping 
•* all things, -it endureth all things. Love never 
•« faileth."t 

(III.) I. And while this celeflial fire continues to 
burn, it is accompanied with a joy which i§ unipeak- • 
able and full of glory. Joy, is that ferene, chearful, 
pleafant ilace of mind, which iflues from a holy, 
heaUhfol, profperous foul. It is the quinteflence or 
fpirit of all graces, and is contributed to, and increaf- 
ed by whatfoever its pofleflTor is profited in .time, and 
entitled to in eternity. 

.2. A fpirit freed from evil, and principled with 
he wliole mind of Chrift Jefus, is abundantly provid- 
M 2 ed 
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ed with matter of exceeding great joy: A fulaeis of 
purity beii^g a treafure tranfcendentl]^ glorious, and 
more valuable than whatibever i)ertains to, and ter- 
minates in thb life. And this ionrce of joy remain- 
ing onimpairedy is fuificient to induce a compliance 
with the Apoille's injundlion to ** rejoice evermore. ^'* 
For, a mind at unity with itfelf, and correfponding 
in quality with the objed of its adoration, is a flate 
not different from, and little inferior to, the beatific 
enjoyment: In which, as perpetual harmony and hap- 
pinefs obtain, uninterrupted nvm within, often raptu- 
rous joy is found. 

t. Moreover, though the ioy arifing from the 
holy ftate of mind is great ; and will continue Co long 
as that continues, yet it is iocreafed by a multiplidty 
of minifterittg caufes, the firft and not the lead of 
which is, the beincr allied to, and having the Lord 
for their God. This is an high and honourable re- 
lation, and yet fuch honour have all the faints ; for 
the^ ** are all the children of God by faith in Chriil 
Jems :*'f And not being more honourable than pro- 
fitable andpleaiant, they ** joy [Kmux^t^^^y rejoice, 
" or glory) in God, through our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
« by whom they have received the atonement/'J 

4. And God is not aihamed to be called their God, 
for he hath prepared for them .a glorious city, which 
hath no need of the fun, nor of the moon to fhine in 
it : ** For the glory of God doth lighten it, and the 
'* Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations of 
«' them who are faved ihall walk in the light of it."§ 
This is that reft which remains for the people of 
God : W)^o, by the fpirit, having a*title to, and a 
qualification for, an earnefl of, and thereby a foil 
aflurance (if they continue in his love) of inheriting 
it for ever; it is caufe, abundant caufe, of joy and 
rejoicing : Therefore, the divinely conftituted chriA 
tian, by adverting to, and contemplating the heaven 
prepared for him, rejoices with a joy un/peakable 
and full of glory. 

5. Yea, 
• I Their. V. 1 6. t Gal. iii. %6. (Rom. v. it. ) Rey« 
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5. Yea, notwithftanding, that for the rcwani of 
well-doing, the future fkteis chiefly dcfigned ; yet in 
the prefent probationary condition, fatisfadtion arifing 
from a fenfe of fervice \yell done ; the exertion of 
the graces and gifts of the fpirit, for the glory of 
God and the good of mankind, is contributary to, 
and perfe^ive of the chriflian*s joy. ** Our rejoic-i 
" ing is this, the teftimony of our confcience, that 
" in iimplicity and godly fincerity, not with fleflily 
" wifdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our 
** converfktion in the world."* 

6. And to complete the reafbns of rdigious joy, 
contempt, reproach, and whatever eife is inflicted by . 
Satan and his fenrants, are prodndive of the higheft 
degree attainstble on this fide eternity. " BlefTcd < 
" are ye (feith the Saviour) when men fliall revile 
" you, and periecute you, and fay all manner of 
•* evil againfl you felfly for my fake: Rejoice and 
** be exceeding glad : For great is your reward in 
*« heaven, for fo perfecuted they the prophets which 
** were before you."t Thus n-om the Ipirit iffues 
the chriftian's joy, which is increafed by alliance to ^ 
tlie Lord, by expeftations of future felicity, and every 
produdbion of its divine origin, and by con^quent 
futferings from contrary dungs. 

(IV.) li The attendant of this joy-, and next in 
order of thefe fruits, is Peace. Peace is Significant 
of that reft and eafe, which arife as well from the 
purity of th» foul as from a fenfe of reconciliation. 
By prefent perfonal juftkication, peace with, and the 
peace of God, al-6 vouchfafed and manifefted to the 
mind; and, by fan^ificatiou, or the deftru^tion of 
all turbulent tempers, peaceablenefs becomes commen- 
furate with the whole foul : Which flate is analogous 
to, and i» illuftrated by the Almighty, whofe holinefs 
is to himfelf the fource and center of reft. Hence, 
a god-like nature in man, producing an eafy peace- 
able difpofkion of heart, difcord ceafes. Such from 
their fpiritual part, know war no more. Having no 
M 3 contrary 

, * 1 Cor. L 2. t Mat. v. ii« 12. 



( «38 ) 

coatrafy piiiiciplei there is no contradiftioA ; all is 
harmony and happinefs, the peace of God keepeth^ 
yea, ** jrdeth inax hearts and minds through Chrift 
" Jefos/'* 

2. And purity conlUtuting man . an image of his 
Maker in a holy harmony of heart, it is a principle . 
produdllveof a.praAice CQrrei|)ondent to the pradice of 
Chriftyin making and promoting peace amongft men ; 
which, being profitable to thofe hy and' to whom it 
is done, denominates the doers of it happy : " BleC- 
'^ fed are the peace»makers, for they Audi be called 
*< the chiMren of God."t A foul at pNeace with 
God and itfelf, has no pleafure in promoting; war cir 
contention amongft others. It delij^ts not in need- 
lefs, ufeleis oppofitions to any. It is contrary to its 
efTence and aSUng to raife, uphold, or incieafe that 
which is not condnpve to the happinefs of all widi 
whom it has to do. It follows peace with all men, 
as a good confdence, the glory of God, and the 



profitof others will permit. Andif it gives pain, it 
is that others may profit. Like a faithful phyiician 
it probes the woona, that it may heal. Hence when 
the men of peace reprove, it is that finners may re- 
pent, and not perifli. If to apprize of danger, they 
interrogate them with, ** How can you dca|^e the 
« damnation of hell f^X Andif, in cafe of obihnacy, 
they predid, that, continuing in fin, dannaiion 
xnuft be their dop^ ; 'tis a iervice they owe to them- 
felves, and a provocative tt> othera» to afiandon thoie 
pradices in wakh there is no peace, and to Simulate 
them to fcek and £ind th^t peaee which pafleth all 
underBanding. For, tho' Idvers of peace InexpeA 
fihiy pfiz^ the privilege of living peaceahl]r with all 
men, yet the forfeiture of their own peace is a ^rice 
too great to be paid for a connivance at fin, especially 
when the £nner, going unreproved, may perifh fi»r 
ever. So to preferve inviolate the peace and purity 
of their own minds, as lyell as to contribute toward 
the converfioh of othirt^ they militate againil evili 

&t 
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for with tkftt foe diey can neither make peace nor 
truce. And if in tms lenie* they give uneafineis to 
any, they are fupported by the Saviour's example,, 
who came not to give peace, but at the expehce of 
departing from £n. Therefore, being under obliga^ 
tion to. endeavour the reduction of fin and finners> 
and to promote the falvation of all within their fphere 
ofadion; a difcharge of that duty minifters to their 
quiet, in the teftimonv of a eood cmifcience. 

3, But however well difpoied the peribns, and con- 
ducive this pra6iice b to propagate peace in the world, 
they meet with wrong and unreaibnable returns ; for 
many, notwithHanding, prepare for war. Hence 
perftcutions, and outrages of various kinds are com- 
mitted, by perfons of turbulent tempers ; which ren- 
der the fruit of lonr-fufiering indifbeafaUy neceflaiy 
for every member of the church-miutant to poi&fs. 

(V.) I. Lvng-fuffering' \n man, is fimilar to that 
patience which ^ the Aunighty maniftfts in bearing 
with the rebellious part of mankind. It is the pa- 
tience of all who are partakers of the divine nature : 
Which is exhibited firft, in the refignation with which 
they fuftain the lois of whatfoever belongs to this 
life. If for the fake of religion, friends withmw their 
afledion . and fiivonrs ; and if for a fimilar reafon, 
focial ties become as a thread in the flame : Suc|i» 
knowing in whom they have believed, with, or without 
reludance tak refign all for the pearl of great jmce, 
the fidvation of their ibuls : For the ^irit of hofinef^* 
which is the root of divine refignation, aflbrds a fup- 
port and fatisfa^tion which more than compenfates 
for every lofs of a temporal idnd. Yea, whatever 
concerns the body, when fet in competition with the 
well-being of the foul, is iufiered the lofi of, and 
counted as dung and drofi in compariibn of Chrid 
Jefos. 

a. And this grace is not left con&iciiOQs in bearing 
reproaches and alHiflions of every kind» in the chrif- 
tlan caufi? ^ which, added to the lofs of fublunary 
things, ta the aby^ of the calamity confeqoent on- 

commencimr 
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commencing a ti-ue follower of Chrift. And feeing 
** That all who will live godly in Chrift Jefus muft fuN 
'* fer perfecudon,"* it is certain, that however con- 
trary this is to the eafe and weU-bcing of the body, 
it is fupportable by grace; yea, it is congruous to 
grace " to glory in tribulationf ,'* and to ** count 
*' it all joy when we fall into divers temptations."! 
For while afflidions are blefllngs, they arc not 
only fuft'ainable/but caufe of joy and rejoicing, and 
gratitude to him who maketh all things work together 
ror the good of all who love him in Chrill Jefus. 

3. Wherefore, the fpirit inQ)iring the foul with re- 
ilgnation and refolution in calamitous cafes, a conti- 
nuance in aiHidlive circumftances is compatible with 
that divine principle* It ailimilates the foul into its 
ofwn nature, and gives i^ a perinanency, which, if well 
ufed, is proof againfl all the oppofltions of earth and 
hell. It enables its poiTeiTor to. endure lo/fes, croii^es, 
and calamities to a degree not terminating in lefs 
tlian death. 

(VI.) I. Vea, fo clearly diftinguilhed frdm* and 
fe contrary to corrupt nature is the grace of God, that 
the law of retaliation, rendering evil for. evil, which 
is the delight of mankind, and the infeparable effeft 
6£ iinful fouls, is diredly oppofed in the proceedings 
df grace : For it is not only perfeveringly patient of 
contradi^On, bvrt is gentle in it-s return^. But mcek- 
ilefs being to the temper,.what gentlenefs is to the 
converfation ; and having an infeparable connection 
in their fubjefts, there is a propriety in placing them 
together, and confldering gentlenefs as the iifue of 
that meekrtefs, which,vi3 a property of the mind of 
Chrift J^fus. 

z» Meeknefs is the reverfe of angfer, efpecially that 
anger which is contrary to reafon and religion. An- 
ger, is a fury which burns like fire. It is as fire'ihut up 
in the bowels of the earth, which burneth the place 
thereof; for it is not lefs prejudicial to the perfons 
pofTelTing it, than to thofe it oppoles. It is incompa- 
tible 
• Tinfj. iii. 12. % Rom. 5. 3. f Ja*. i. a. 
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tible with peace of mind, zni. impatient of contnt^ 
didion, and often cannot be fatisned with le(s than 
death. But meeknefs, the fruit of a divine tempe- 
rature, is eafy in every circumftance. It is paffive in 
fuffering, and gentle in ading. The rugged revenge- 
ful tempers of ibme, which ihoot arrows, even bitter 
words and delbudlive deeds, however hurtful to them- 
felves, and the name, property, and perfons of tho(e 
they oppofe, are but little felt byr sl temper which is 
foh ana yielding as the furrounding air. And, ma- 
nifefling itftlf in gentlenefs, and receiving oppofitions 
with an eaiinefs, the reverfe of refentment, it gives i 
(bftneis to the converfation and conduct of the fuffer- 
cr, which is peculiarly calculated to countera^ and 
correft that £ercenefs with which the words ind deeds 
of many are deeply tin&ured. And thus, militating 
againft the madnefs of men. without offering violence 
to their nnderllanding and pafllons, it tends to turn 
away wrath, and regulate rude and irreligious mor- 
tals. 

3. Hence, being an excellent prefervative againft 
evil impreflions from others, it alfo renders for^ive- 
nefs of the moft aggravated oflences, eafy and delight- 
ful. If offences be multiplied, if they be feventy 
times feven in a day ; meeknefs reigning, notwith- 

. Handing their nature and number, mercifulnels will 
prevail. And, when it is neceffary to pronounce the 
offender forgiven, it is done with afoftnefs and fweet- 
nefs of expreffion, correfpondsnt to the temper whence 
it proceeds. 

4. Moreover meeknefs and gentlenefs are as well 
calculated for continuing as for creating kindnefs a- 
moneil men. Society, whether facred or civil, with- 
out weir perpetual influence, cannot Ion? continue in 
quiet. So far as anger in temper, and tartnefs in 
Calking take place, the harmony of the whole is in- 
terrupted. But where meeknefs of mind, and gentle- 
nefs of manners prevail, peace is preferved, and the 
happinefs of the whole perpetuated. Thus by the 
exercife of long»fuffering, meeknefs, and gentlene/s, 
in refped of offenders and others, not only the dii^ 

poiition 
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pofition for commnnicating good remains unimpair* 
ed ; but they who witnefs the good effe^ls of the pre- 
ceding graces, are rendered receptive of whatfoevcr. 
refults from it, which is next to be conEdered. 

(VII.) r. Goodnefs is a difpofitTon of the ibbl in its 
renewed edate, and correfponds with that goodnefs 
which is efTential to God; and by which, in princi- 
ple and pradice, both are diftinjguilhed from evil a- 
gents and actions. Hence, goodnefs in the dljoofi- 
tion beine; the fountain whence good a^ons flow : 
To feed the poor, cloath the naked, .and relieve the 
needy part of mankind»> are the infeparable, though 
but inferior effeSs of that principle. And this ex* 
tends as well to the foes as fnends of its Dofle/Tor : 
For fuch a3 by long-fufferiag (hew. love to their ene- 
mies, and by gentlenefs blefs thoie that cur& them, 
do good to them who hate znd peifecute them; and 
fo counteraft and melt down their cruelty, by pour- 
ing burning coals of klndnefs upon them. But, 

2. This dirppfitidn ia not principajlv concerned in 
exciting to a£U of a temporal kind, wnich are tranii- 
tory, and minifler only to the periihable part of man ; 
its more proper and pleafant work is, to affill in that 
which pertaiiid' to* eternity. Being ipiritual, it ex- 
cite? to a cars, of that which is of the greateft con- 
cernment, .the falvation of the foul. The good man, 
far fronv difdaining to be his brother's keeper, af- 
fumes that t>fEce, and adls in the capacity of one whq 
wilh the falvation of every foul :- Therefore he freely 
communicates reproofs,, inftrudlions, and whatever 
elfe may conduce to convince and convert the finful 
children of men. Often unmindful of his own ad- 
vantage, is carried out with fweet conilraint in queft 
of his neighbour's fpiritual profit. Yea, how wil- 
lingly would he impart to otners the grace which is 
given him, if poflible! He would gladly become 
poor, that they might be rich ; would be reduced to 
the neceffity of being, a penfioner at the f(K>tftooI of 
mercy, for grac&.to fapply the want of what ne would 
fo profu fely. confer on his fellow mortals, that they 

might 
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might be fayed. Thus the flivine .goodoefsy -the na- 
ture and property of which is to do goed, kindles a 
holy emulation in the bre^s of Its happy poifeilbrs ; 
which iiTues in a grateful conforinity to> and blefled 
imitation of the Lord JefusChirft; who, " though 
^* he was rich, yet for our fekes became poor, tl^t 
** we through his poverty might be rich.*** 

• (VIII.) N Put he who engraves fignatures of the 
rich abundant goodnefs of God on the fpirits of men, 
in^priiits fidelity alfo. Fait A, as a fruit of the fpirit, 
is a fower of trufting in God for the things he has 
promiied to give ; a reception of which, depends on 
believing. The aft of ifaith, or believing, is the ef- 
fe£t of that power as ufed by the rational foul. The 
fpirit of God only can give power to believe to a fav- 
ing purpofe, inaimuch as it is by him alone that the 
underftanding difcems Spiritual things, and the will 
is enlivened, and ilrengthened ; which is the ability 
by which the foul apprehends that, for which it is 
" apprehended of Chrift Jefusf." 

2. But faith in its full latitude, and taken in a prac- 
tical fenfe, which is the fenfe of it here, implies /"- 
iielity or faithfulnefs^ and refers both to God and 
mankind. As it refers to God, it is to be faithful 
as a fteward^ to whom talents are intruded ; and as a 
fervant» who is under obligation to perform whatfo- 
ever he requires. It is to dedicate oarfelves to him 
as our rightful Lord and MaAer, in difcharging, how- 
ever difficult to be done, that which he has made our 
duty to do, according to preient ability. And be- 
caufe the ability by which this fervice is performed, 
is not given in its fulnefs at iiril; therefore to be 
faithful in the meafure and manner that ought, talents 
mull be retained* and improved to capacitate for a full 
difcharge of duty. And if already improved to a 
fitnefs for heaven ; then, to hear the joyful found, 
** Well done, good and faithful fervant,"t that ful- 
nefs mull be retained and ufed to the advancement of 
God's glorv, till he calls for an account of our flew- 
ardfhip and fervice. 3. Moreover^ 

* 1 Cor. vili. 9. t Phil. iii. 12, J Mat xxv. 23. 
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3- Moreover, it is of great imponance alfo to to 
aft in r^ard of nuuikindy as they who moil give an 
account unto God* Faithfnlneis to them, in word 
and work is due, however unfaithful they have been, or 
may be to us again. The law of retaliation in wrong 
dealing, is no rale for the chriftian, nor is it a fruit c? 
the fomt. ^ Faithfulnefs likewii^ in communicating 
to otners in the ufe of talents, in promoting their 
temporal and ipiiitual welfare, is an indiipeniable 
duty : Therefore whatever may be (uilered in name, 
property and perfon, in the caufe of God for a faith- 
ful adherence thereto, muft be endured; for they 
onlv who are Tound faithful at death, will give up 
their accounts with joy, and be finally faved. 

4. And from no other fountain can theie ejtcel- 
« lencies flow, than theipirit of trath. The fpirit of 
man, unrenewed, being the reverie of God, neither 
knows nor trails him, and is unfaithful in every thing, 
his enemies, not himielf being ierved, nor ms blei^ 
fing& improved to his praiie. And from the fame 
fource, in refpeGt of men, ilow lies, injuftice, and 
every ibecies of evil. But from the fpirit's efficiency, 
ipring knowledge, truft, obedience, and gratitude to 
God; to men truth, juflice, and conicientlous care 
for their prefent and eternal well-being, 

(DC.) I. Wherefore, thefe things being good and 
profitable to others. Temperance^ with whicn the A- 

, poille concludes his account, principally refpe^b the 
peribn himfelf. Temperance is that fobriety of mfnd 
and body,' which preferves and ornaments the whole 

■ man. As it refpedb the mind, it is a regular .nfe of 
fhe underiianding, will, and afledions, in things fa- 
cried and civil. And as it regards the body, 'tis a 
fober ufe of the things which pertain to the ienies and 

-' appetites of it, prepared for its fnpport and delight, 
z. And however the regufar mixture of ingredients 
of which fome bodies are compofed, may conduce to 
a right ufe of things feniibie; and, that kind of tem- 
perature tend to reibain the extravagances of corrupt 
nature : Or, how ^^ philoibphy, hypocrify, or other 

means 
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i^eans n^rely Jmanan, mvy contrit^iite to joone^ by 
reilrainty (for they caonot «fie6t a real cbaage) the 
wicke4iiers of the one, and the fenfaality of the other ; 
it is certain that that temperance which is ranked a- 
mongft religious things, can i^e frofn the divine 
^irit only. And when the fpiiit of nian is reftored 
to priBUtive purity, there is a poiver to guide the 
thoughts, deures, aiFedions^ and tempers of the 
heart; and fubjedl every appetite and fenfc to the 
rules of reafon and religion, in the ufe of things 
which pertain to them ; and govern every member, 
and condudl ev^ry motion of the body, fo as to com- 
port with the command of doing ^* all to the glory of 
. God.'' And which, being, an excellent prefervative 
of tl^kt order grace has reduced the whole man to, it 
is likewife beautifully ornamental of the chriAian 
profeflion. 

Againft the(e,« love, joy, peace, loag-fuiFering, 
gentleneis, goodnefs, faith, meeknefs, temperance 
(iaith the Apoftle) there is no laiu. Bat let us en- 
quire how againfl fuch there is no law ? And iirft^ 
whether pertons thus drcumflanced be under a law ; 
fecond, if they be, what that law is ; and third, 
how the law is not againil ihem ^ 

II. (i.) And firft, whether the fubjedls x)f thefe 
things be under a law ? To which it may be briefly 
anfwered, that all pecfons, and thefe in particular, 
are. For, God being the creator and benefactor of 
^all, it is a duty incumbent on all to £erve him in what- 
foever he requires. But, the Lord's right to rule and 
to be obeyed, refults not from the right of creation 
only, but from that of redemption alfo. Having en- 
tered into covenant with mankind through his Son, 
accejpting the iacrifice of his death as {atis£sk&x)ry for 
the uns of the world ; and having promifed pardon, 
Jliolinefs, and heaven, to all who repent, believe, and 
obey, which he alfo affifts them in, by that meafure 
of grace which he has made common to all men, in 
order to their apprehending every other benefit of the 
new covenant : From which it is inferable, that as 
God the creator, and as a covenant God, he juHly . 
' claims our fervice. 

N (2.) I. But 
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(2.) I. But what is that law which all are under? 
I anfwcr, it is the law of love : For, thus faith the 
Lord, «* Thou flialt love the Lord thy God with all 
'* thy heart, and foul, and mind, and ftrength, and 
** thy neighbour as thyfelf."* Which to do, is to 
fulfil the law; for he diat fo loveth, «« hath fulfilled' 
'^ the law :"t Love to God and mankind being the 
fubflance of all the laws given iince the beginning of 
the world. 

2. Now this love is perfonal and pra£tical. Thouy 
not another for thee, fhalt love tliHS Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, that is, with all thy will and fpiri- 
tual affedions : And which, when wholly renewed in 
his image, freely efpoufe him as the chief good, inaf- 
much as its new nature and property is to love him 
above all things, and delight in fuch exercifes as are 
pleafing and grateful returns for his favours. 

3^ The choice of the heart in this ibate, is natu- 
rally of fiich things as are agreeable to God ; it be- 
ing the natural property of a holy principle (b to 
chufe (abflraded from the eonfideration of A-ee agen 
cy) in its poffefTor. But holy perfons, efpecially 
while in a &ate of trial, are free agents, may zSt ac- 
cording to their principle, or otherwife : Becaufe ne- 
ceiTity of principle to afied its likenefs, does not 
imply a neceffity of their ading fo who pofTefs it ; 
forafmuch as that would defbroy free agency, and 
render man unaccountable for his condudl, and leave 
no place for reward or puniihment. However, as a 
holy nature neceflarily inclines to holinefs, but under 
the power and liberty of free agency may be hinder- 
ed in its courfe ; yet it being natural for fuch to 
love God, and their duty and beft interefl fo to do, 
yea, abfolutely nece/Tary in order to witnefs future 
good, they ihould, as by their renewed will they 
may, chufe the will of God in every thing ; and their 
afFedlif^s (the emanations and diverfifications of the 
will) rnuft ileadily purfue that choice in carrying it 
into execution: Which is loving God with all the 
heart. But he mufl be loved 

* Lukex* 27. f Rom. xiii. 12. 

4. ** With 
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4- " With all the foul" alfo. The foul, as diHin- 
guiihcd from the heart, may include the entire animal 
fyftem, the feveral parts and powers of the body : 
But in a more refb-ained and proper fenfe, the whole 
apparatus of animal life and motion ; the powers 
concerned in the circulation of the blood, (in which 
are placed the bodily appetites) the nerves and ani- 
mal fpirits communicated thereby. And thefe giving 
life and motion to the body, are theimmediate caufe 
of whatfoever is done by it. Yet being without un- 
derHanding, they ad not of thenxfelves, but are go- 
verned by a fuperior principle, the heart. To this 
the inferior powers are fubjeft. Whatever the will 
commands to be done, the foul performs : Therefore 
the heart, by which the foul is influenced, and ac- 
cording to which it ads, being renewed in love, ren- 
ders it in the words and works produced by it, thro' 
the inftruroentality of the body, fubfervient to the 
honour of God. Such, " whether they eat or drink, 
•* or whatibever they doj may do all to the glory of 
" Godi'** Thus the foul fubferves its Maker's 
praife, by loving him in deed and in truth. And as 
he is to be loved with all the foul, fo likewife 

c. " With all the mind." The mind is the fa- 
culty which apprehends, judges, and reafons* By 
apprehending real or imaginary objects, it receives 
ideas ; and by judging of, and reafoning upon them, 
difcerns their nature and ufe. But the nund which 
is the intelligent,, is alfo the leading faculty. It dic- 
tates to and governs all the reft. It g^uides the will 
and aftedions, (as they under it fuperintend the in- 
ferior powers, the foul.) It is likewife the recipient 
.of fupernatural inftrudion ; it lies open to and re- 
ceives ailiilance from God, by impreflions, voices, 
dreams, viiions, &c. Hence when all its darknefs is 
expelled, it is illuminate, and like the radiant fun, 
lightens the whole hemifphere of the heart, and leads 
it to God, and whatfoever is agreeable to him. And 
love to God implying regard for, delight in, and 
unremitted endeavours to pleafehim: So the mind 
leading the whole man in things facred and civil to 
N 2 ^ glorify 

• 1 Cor. ». 31. 
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glorify God, fiiews its love to Mm; itofi^sitrdf, 
and all ib dependants a (kciifice to> and pradicaHy 
prizes him above all odier things. To whitsk is added 

6. «' With; all the (bength;" of the heart, foal, 
and mind ; the fail exertion of the whole man. Lore 
moft brperfed in quality, quantity, and continaance. 
The mvnd in didlating to the will muft eye him in* 
every thing ; and the will invariably follow the un- 
derftanding; and the foal execute wh«itfoever the will 
chofes. Thus may man. glorify God in his body^ 
and fpirit, whkh are God's; Bat 

7. The fecond general part of the law is, <* ThOQ 
** ihalc love thy neighbour as thyfelf.'' The nature 
'of this command is iimilar with the &rhy dxfiering 

only in the obj«& of it. Love, which is ktft dueto 
ourfelves, and which is the rule and meafure of love 
to others, principally conMs in fccttring an intereft 
in Chrift; in the forgivenefs of fin, a reception of 
the Holy Spirit, and in improving them to God's 
praiie, the well being of the foul, and the advantage 
of' others: But the body being part of the humah 
compofition, and a talent for the ufe of which man 
is accountable to God, it is necef&ry that it ihare ia 
his a^aioR: Therefore, it muft be preferved from 
injuries, zM Aqp^lied with whatfoever may tend td 
its exertion «as th^ a^ng infirument of the mind. 

8; Love* to onr neighbour (which is every man,) 
rttns parallel with love to onrfelves. And, firft, wo 
mnffc' confttlt, pray HM", and endea;froar by reproof 
inftrwftions, example, ajsd every other method to 
. promote their fpuitual and eternal Welfare. Second- 
ly, care for, and contribute toward the prefervation 
and profperity of their bodies, and tem|M>ral afiairs. 
And thefe, love to God and mankind, including all 
circumilancei, is the law which all men are under. 

(3.) I. Bnthowagainflfueh is therenolafw? The 
fpirit, which is the root of this fruit, is equal to that 
holinefs, of which the law is a tranfcript. For, if 
Chrift in his humanity, was the fimilitude of God in 
a contraded form ; and if the mind of Clirift obtains 
in men, vthen, where there is a fuluefs of thatj, it dif- 
fers 
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fers no more from the holinefs of God, than Chrifl'a 
holy humanity did : Which infers, that as the root of 
this fruit is adequate to that whence the law proceeds, 
the fame equality is in the produ£lions of them. The 
law is holy, jufl, and good, as it proceeds from a 
holy, juft, and good God. The fruit of the fpirit 
in thofe delivered from fin, bears the fame ftamp of 
perfeQion, expiefled in the law. 

2. The law requires love to God, ourfelves, and 
mankind. The firil fruit of the fpirit is anfwerable 
thereto. The fcripture (which is the law in a larger 
(enfe) coipmands to rejoic$ cvtrmorej and that the 
peace of God ruU in our hearts and lives. The fruit 
of the fpirit in thefe refpedls alfo, fully comport with 
the divine requirements Long-fufFering, meeknefs 
and gentlenefs ; goodnefs, faith and temperance, are 
in principle and praAice a compl^at compliance with 
the exadors of them. In a word, the law .of the 
fpirit as written on the heart by the Holy Ghofl, an- 
fwers in quality to that written in the fcriptures of 
truth. To every command in the bible, refpedling 
God, ourfelves, and others, there is an equivalent 
in the grace and fruit of the fpirit. 

3. And as they ^ree in quality, fo in -quantity 
alfo. The law is no more alxyve than contrary to 
them : Thouglv divine in its original, and pure ia 
its predepts, it is not infinite. Being defigned for 
creatures of a limited capacity, it extends no farther. 
It does not reqiure impoffibilities, or things too great 
to be done. It runs parallel with man's capacity, 
and neither exceeds in purity, nor extent. Hence 
the pure in heart, living up to their divine attain- 
ments, love God with all their heart, foul, mind, 
and ih-ength, and their neighbours, as themfelves : 
and, as a confequence, have a conicience void of of- 
fence refpeding God» and mankind. Thus, againft 

fucb there is no law. 

III. I ihall now conclude with fome nfe of this 
dodrine. 

I.' And how excellent a flate is this! A creature 

redeemed from all £n, purified, and made zealous of 

N 3 good 



Ifood wof4l» I fyttSf^ti, wid^ ereiv tomper and dBet^ 
doti corPlQ)dnd^t to Chrift ]€m ; and, in the af# 
of theitij aatitf in aU things ac5c6rd3iig to the dlvi«^ 
law. Thiols th6 holitii*ffir atid happinefs whkh thd 
Son of God came into the world to procure fof, and 
which he fditds his ^irit to tffeOi in the hearts of th« 
children of m^n% A^ ceitiiit it i^, thar all oth^ 
neans are inefie£(nal, thartheftt h no cure for aikfbA 
feol, hot th* fpirit of hoHnefs. And this f|>irit i» as 
free as air, blowis erery where> or upon all fbtfls-^ 
convincetli all of iiti and deaths and, if ohisftdi 
would change ah into the image of God^ whiox 16 
tme holitiefs^ 

2. How much miftaken then arethoi^niottals whd 
fancy thepilblvea fulHciently qualified to fetve G^ 
f nd enjoy his kingdom, without the ^ric^s gracioue 
Infiuefice? Such, know not what diMsner of ij^Ht 
th^ are ofl They perceive not that the ^ma! Jnlnd 
» enmity to God, nof fubjedi to his lavM ; and that,, 
in this condition^ they cannot pleafe God. They 
walk in dai'kneCsi and know not whither they are 
g<>ing. Though hell is hefbre them, they fee not 
their danger. Miftaken ibuls I What will they d(» 
in thehouf of death, and day of judgment! 

^\ Poralimich, then, as nc^ man can fee the king* 
dour, in grace here, or in glory hereafter, but by the 
i^it of God» he being i^ reiloier of fmful fouls to* 
their primitive purity: L^t all inquire how far they 
have profited herein : Let every individaal examine- 
whether his confcienee is awakmied, and- his datyger 
appeal immineiit. Or whether fin ^^ e'afy, and ifr 
DO yoke of opprefliori; but rathei- matier of inirdh^ 
and cau^ of rejoicing? Sin is fweet to AiCh as kn6W^ 
not its malignity; Imt bitter in tlie end. It is the 
fbrbiddenf fM^y and the fatisfk^ion of Satan and 
gracelefs' fouls, being the element of lyjth; but the 
end is deftrudtion ! 

4. How wretched then is the ftate of iinners ? Their 
underftanding is dark, and their will de^d. Hence 
they are eafy in dangerous circumftances, having no- 
knowledge of, nor care for the foul. How lew know 
the nature and ftate of their heart ? How many are 

as 



as i!lH<ih'itiftifiAt(ld as the lA^, who, b^i^|1iflled htsf^ 
ftiatt«rs ftdod with his foul ? AnfV^ered^ «' Soul, foul !" 
To whkh was replied. Don't you k«toi# tVtetf yoiif 
foul 19? •* Yes," faid he, " It is a boftg lA thfe 
" back that lives longer than the rtH of the bbdy.** 
ThiSi though piatiref^ue of a ftnpid ftitttf, is, Ifea^, 
^t too felr a pifture of ih€ mtLJdAtf df m^fr. Th^ir 
dl»finitidns of a fbnl, I doubt, would ntttdiil%^ itiutH 
froih thisF ; or, if diiFereiit, would not c^taini much 
more fehfe and efegance. For, ib-fbt^ a#e i^ ions 
of men into the ipirit and wifdoni of this WorTd^ thai 
fpirituftl things in general feem to hb Hftfle uhdbru 
ftood ; and, the (i>irit of God in pattieukr^ though 
the confeflfed principal efficient or religiori in the 
primitive days, ' is now, by moft, uftei'ly excluded 
from aaing aiiy part in thaft blifiifdS. M^ny fe^m 
not to know Whether there h€ any Hdly Ghoft to 
help the infirmities of die mind'. Yea, a profbiHon 
of it, in theft degenerate daysi is decried, aftd conii* 
dered as juft caufe of reproach. But not fo the 
Apoftle. He mkde a pofTefiioh of this ^mf:, thd' cri- 
terion of a chriftian. Witheffs hb 6Wn vfotdit 
" Now if any riian have not thii fpirit of CKrtfr, hii 
" is none of his." And to the ikirrecauffe he afcHbe^ 
<he evidence of our fonfliip : Fat, '* the fpirit itfelf 
•• beareth witnefs with our fpirit, that wfe are the 
<* children of God." Indeed the text is declarative 
of fbmething fupernatural, being oppofcd td theflefhi 
Which is natural. How dark then are they whod^hy 
or decry the fpirit's efficiency in forming a holy dif- 

foiition, and affifting in religious duties T And, wheil 
i^ work is imptrted to Satan, or want of fenfe, or 
what it is not, (which yet is commonfy dorie) how 
near is it the blafphemy againft the Holy Ghoft! Aft 
evil above all others to be avoided ! And, by refifting 
or negleAing his gracious motions, thty dfeltroy them- 
felves in defpite of what God does to fave them. 
Theft ufe their fouls, as madmen their bodies. They 
rejeft the cufe, and are juftly left in a remedilef^ 
condition. 

5. But becaufe a radical cure of ignorance and 
enmity to God cannot be effe^d but by the fpirit of 

God^ 
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God ; let finners 'hearken to and obey that blefled 
monitor. Let them attend to his di^tes and awful 
declarations, as the meHenger of God for their good. 
And when iin is dete£ted, and fits nneafy on the (bul, 
let the conviction have free courfe ; offer no oppoHtion 
to a work fo worthy of God, and fo needful for men. ■ 
Yea, forcibly concur with it, by reiifting whatever 
militates againft it, and by yielding fuch obedience 
as that ftate admits of; which, if perfiiled in, will 
^ iflue in a good underftanding of the fpiritual ilate» 
and a refUefs ardent defire of, and endeavour after» 
a more precious benefit, viz. pardon, peace, and 
heavenly joys : On the commencing of which, forrow 
for iin, will be happily fucceeded With joy, by deli- 
verance from it* 

6. And let thofe who deal in the externals of re- 
ligion ; the ceremonies and outward fervices of it, in- 
quifitively inquire, whether their profeffion and prac- 
tice be the effedt of the Holy Ghofl, working their 
heart to a liking of, and delight in religious things ? 
Or whether it refult from education, or cuftom, or 
be taken up to ferve a purpofe in gaining a name, 
or efteem amongfl men, or to merit the favour of 
God and his kingdom, or for any other reafon, 
wherein confcience as a motive to, and fi^r a breach 
of duty, is unconcerned. If religious pradkices flow 
not from principle; the knowledge and fear and 
love oFGod, they are but the form without the power,, 
and ferve rather to deceive than fave. Being a labour 
y^hich has the appearance of religion, it is taken for 
the fubflance; and, generally by perfons converfant 
in it, is as much confided in, as though it was ChriH 
in them the hope of glory. Such, being righteous 
in thejr own eyes, have no need, as tliey luppofe, of 
any righteoufnefs but their own. Thefe are they 
who juftify themfelves, but were never ** juflified by 
** the fpirit of God ;"* and know no more of accept- 
ance with God, through his Son, than as though it 
had no being. And having a deceitful heart, (though 
they know it not) they are felf-deceived, the delufioa 
is in and from themfelves ; <« For thinking themfelves 

" to 
• 1 Cor. ?i. XI. 
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** to br fomethinig, . whev they are nothing^ dief 
•** deceiTC thcusfelvei.'?* 

7. The SaTioor fafs^ *' withonr me ye can d& 
" nothing :" but thdc, who have not Chrifi; pp&- 
iefs to do all things. Or if they fail in point of per- 
formance, they attribute it not to want of abiHty« be- 
ing' confident of the goodn«fs of their heart* ThM 
is taken for granted, theMg^if they wereaiked how 
they came by it, pofTibly could give no better account; 
than that they were bom with it; not knowing that a 

f^od heart ii the gift of God, and not of nature, 
he fcnptor^ aferibes a holy ftate of mind to Chriil 
as the meritorious, and to the Holy Ghoft at the 
efficient caufe of it ; bat re]f«>riglitet>as perfons aft ig« 
norant of thefe things. They were neVer yet fo a^ 
f^iihi$^vefy loi£ as to want a Saviour ; nor fo unholy 
as to need a fan^fiei;. Though all have finned, and^ 
without (heddsng of blood there is no remifiion ; (on^ 
ly the blood of Jefas Cfarift cleanfes fnm all fin) yet 
diefe feem determined to run the ri&, to venture all 
on their own righteoufiieis. They will not renounce 
that, and depend wholly on his merit. It is too 
humbling to their pride to commence beggars. They 
will rather with the Pharifee commend, than with 
the Publican acculb themfelves« Such, diflent from 
him, who iays, *' there is falvacion in none" but 
Chrift ; and, in efie^, give him the He, by fettiag . 
up themielves as Saviours. 

8. If thefe could be induced to take their ^eafures 
of religion from the unerring ftandard, ** The fpirit 
*^ and its fruits,'* it is probable their detofion v/oM. 
be detedled. They would then fee, that mere out- 
fide performances, without a new nature, is like 
fiswing a piece of new cloth on an old garment. 
What eviuence then has the Pharifee of having the 
fpirit ? Has he been convinced of the fin of his heart 
And life? If not, he is wanting in the firft work of 
it. Has he feen the inffifSoienoy of his works to 
jufiiiy him before God ? If this knowledgel never had 
a place in hi6 heart, it is a fure proof of his not haVi 
ing the fpirit. Has he known the want of a Saviour, 
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(^pardon through his name, of grace to renew hir 
hearty and to help in time of need? Where thefe 
wants never appeared, it is too plain to be difpoted, 
the holy (pirit has no place. And, if in the prefenr 
time he has no evidence of acceptance with God, of 
being his adopted child, and of having a title to 
heaven^ it is as clear as the fan, that he is not born 
of the fpirit ; and, coniequently is no chriftian, no 
iervant of God, no heir of glory. The formaliU then 
has the name, but not the nature of a chriftian ; and 
feems wholly inienfible of what conftitutes a chrifHan. 
Inftead of coming to God, by his fon, (for Chrift is 
the way) he depends wholly on his own doings ; not 
knowing, that all the good works in the world (if 
he had them) without a renewed heart, could not 
fave him from hell. To thefe, the gofpel way of fal- 
vation, is yet a myftery. Jefus Chriil, redemption 
through his blood, the gift of the Holy Gho[(, &c. 
are things incompatible with the condition of thole 
who know not their wickednefs and wants. In a 
word, felf-fufficiency fets them above the. merit and 
spirit of a Saviour. So having embarked on their 
own bottom, they muil defend themfelves, as well as 
they can, againft the florms of God's wrath due to 
all out of Chriil; to all whom he is a confuming 
lire. But Wifdom, the indrudior of the foolifh, fays. 
Know thyfelf ; know thy infufficiency, ^nd the want 
of a Saviour. Renounce thy own righteoufnefs, and 
be found in that which is of God by faith in Chrlft 
Jefus. Get cleanfed by his blood, and renewed by 
his fpirit, and abound in the fruits of it, and no law 
ihall lie againft thee.. 

9. And forafmuch as felf-righteoufnefs is infulH- 
cient, and dependance on it detrimental to the lafl: 
degree, being in effedl, if not a formal, renouncing 
of Chrifl: ; and the grace of God appearing to expoie 
its . emptinefs, and convince of iin in general; let 
thofe who have fuffered that grace to awaken their 
confcience, aik. Whether the knowledge of iin iiTued 
in the knowledge of the forgivenefs of it. If a guilty 
confcience ends in any thing but this, it ends where it 
.began, in darknefs and death, and the lafl end of 
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that man is worfe than the firft. In this cafe, the 
thing intended to promote their converiion and com- 
fort, is, through difobedience, turned to greater con- 
demnation: For this is condemnation, matter or 
caufe of it, that light is come into the world ; bat 
the diibbedient love darknefs better than light. 
They will not come to, or continue with it, left their 
deeds ihould be difcovered. They prefer prefent; 
though falfe peace, to pain, that pain which would 
iifue in a peace furpafiing underftanding. Thus the 
grace, which God gives, (after finning away that 
roeafure which is early given to all, in confequence 
of Chrift's atonement for original fin, &c.) previous 
to any religious difpofition, defire, and endeavour of 
man's own, is received in vain. And, how juftly 
for the firft rejedion of this, might he abandon them 
by flriving no more with them ? But he takes not the 
advantage he might, having no pleafure in the pu- 
nifhment of his creature^. Hence being long-fufFer- 
ing, he flrives with them from year to year, willing 
to do them good ; by the continuance of which, fome 
are reduced to a better flate of mind, which evi- 
dences the truth of the apoftle's declaration, viz. that 
the long-fuifering of God is falvation, a precious 
means of promoting it to many, inafmuch as thofe 
who are not faved from fin till late in life, would 
have been deprived of that benefit by being cut off at 
an earlier period. 

lo. And this, miniflering to the falvation of thofe 
who ufe it well, is deftrudive to them that abufe it. 
.Where it fails of effeding falvation, it will have 
dreadful effeds in increafing damnation. Being a 
reprieve and refpite from death, and affording many 
means of religious improvement, if neglefted, fins 
will be increafed, and guilt enhanced. The fpirit, 
word, and providence of God concurring, through 
long-fufFering, to aflift in working out falvation, if 
fruftrated in their defign, will be fwift witnefTes agamft 
all negiedters of it. All having been done to fiich, 
which could be confiftent with the Lord's way of 
faving fouls, inexcufablenefs will be infcribed on their 
confciences in legible chara6lers, and their folly written 
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in cvcrlafting £re. To prevent which, ufe the abilily 
the Lord has giv«a. Be watchful and ilreogthen the 
things which rei^iain. Work out {alvatlpn while the 
day of grace eadures, ib ihall iniquity not prove your 
everlaiting ruin. 

11. And let thofe who have been faved frqm their 
j^uilty fears, examine whetlier their proiiciency in the 
grace of God, runs parallel with the time of their bge- 
ii^g in Chrid ! Whether babes in Chriil are advanced 
to the Hate of yo^i^g meii, in whom every inwavd 
evil is reduced, and the graces of the fpirit propor- 
tionablyincreafed ; which gives a power to c^NOnmand 
the thoughts and vacrious workings of the he^t, wide- 
ly diiFerent from what is in the ilace of fptrttual 
infancy ? Happy fouls who are thus renewed in the 
fpirit of their mind, and are ftrong through the hwd 
and the power of his naight ! 

1 2. But greater thijigs r^^ain ^a be received. Let 
it then be inquired whethej* the root of rebeUiou» na- 
ture be intirely eradicated, and fehe fpotlefs image of 
Jeftts Chdft, u&iverfal holioeCs, be w<rought into the 
ccmilitution of the foul ? Ble^d are thepure in he^JCt, 
for they ihall fee God. x And, 

13. If any be thus pure, then let a icrtttiny pafs 
torching the fruit of the fpirit in aiFe<^ion, ^mper, 
word, and work. Whether they be obedient in all 
things in the meafure and manner that they may? 
For, let it be obferved, that fandiiication eicempts not 
from the danger of coming fiiort in poiniC of per- 
formance, and in consequence thereof, of faliine 
into condemnation. Angels and Adam fell, and 
Jefus Chriil was tempted ; and who knows but whether 
his iafety did not depend on uiing the means prefcrib- 
ed by himfelf, for the lafety of others in fimilar cafes, 
viz. watching and prayer, and univerfal obedience ? 
Happy are the fouls who abound in good works, who 
do the will of their heavenly Father on earth, as an- 
gels do in heaven ! Their reward is fure, for they lay 
up treafure above, where moths cannot corrupt, and 
where thieves break not through and ileal. Thefe, 
continuing faithful until death, will be finally faved. 
Anl may this be the falvation of us all, through our 
Lord Jefus Chriil. ^men. 

FINIS. 
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